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Rosa Parks guardian: A federal
judge again refused to reconsider the

appointment of former Mayor Dennis
Archer as guardian for 91-year-old civil
rights pioneer Rosa Parks.

U.S. District Judge George Steeh appoint-
ed Archer earlier this month to protect
Parks’ interests in a pair of civil lawsuits.

Parks’ doctors have told a federal magis-
trate that she is in poor health and suffers
from dementia.

Parks sued the rap group OutKast in
1999, claiming they wrongly used her name
in the title of a song. A second lawsuit filed
in August seeks more than $5 billion from
the group’s record companies and two
major booksellers.

Parks’ lawyers had argued that their cli-
ent already has people acting on her behalf.
Steeh on Thursday refused for the second
time to reconsider the appointment.

Church sexual abuse: A California judge
ordered the employment records of Roman
Catholic priests accused of sexual abuse in
dozens of civil cases be kept confidential —
an apparent reversal from an earlier recom-
mendation that they be made public.

The records could reveal what actions dio-
ceses took against priests accused of sexual
molestation, including transferring them be-
tween parishes rather than removing them
from ministry or turning them over to law
enforcement.

Attorneys for the church argued priests’
personnel records, as well as personal infor-
mation related to the alleged victims, should
remain confidential during the discovery
phase of the various sex-abuse civil cases.

NAACP tax status: The Internal Revenue
Service has threatened to revoke the
NAACP’s tax-exempt status because the
group’s chairman, Julian Bond, “con-
demned the administration policies of
George W. Bush” during a speech this sum-
mer, according to documents the civil rights
group provided Thursday.

The NAACP, which is based in Baltimore
and is the nation’s oldest and largest civil
rights organization, is incorporated under a
tax-code section that prohibits participation
in a political campaign.

Harris assault: A man charged with as-
sault for allegedly aiming his car at Florida
Rep. Katherine Harris and supporters
while they were campaigning was ordered
held Thursday on $500,000 bail.

Barry M. Seltzer, 46, faces one count of ag-
gravated assault with a deadly weapon and
could face a federal charge in connection
with the Tuesday incident.

Seltzer told police he was exercising “po-
litical expression” when he aimed his car at
Harris and campaign supporters as they
stood at a busy intersection. He swerved
onto the sidewalk; no one was hurt.

Mailbox bombings case: A Minnesota
man accused in a Midwestern mailbox
bombing spree is mentally ill and should be
committed, a federal magistrate judge ruled
Thursday.

Lucas Helder, 23, already had been de-

clared incompetent to stand trial on charges
that he planted pipe bombs and anti-govern-
ment notes in rural mailboxes in Iowa, Illi-
nois, Nebraska, Colorado and Texas in May
2002.

Several bombs exploded, injuring four
postal workers and two Iowa women. The
nationwide manhunt that followed ended
with Helder’s arrest outside Reno, Nev.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Franklin Noel said
he was convinced by expert testimony that
Helder, who is in jail, might do more bomb-
ings given the chance.

Swift Boat investigation: A federal em-
ployee union is calling for an investigation
into why the Waco Veterans Affairs Region-
al Office held a training session led by a
former President Bush campaign political
volunteer linked to the Swift Boat Veterans
for Truth.

The American Federation of Government
Employees, which has endorsed Democrat-
ic presidential candidate John Kerry, says
retired Air Force Col. Ken Cordier’s appear-
ance violated a law that bans political activi-
ties at federal workplaces.

Several Waco VA employees said that be-
fore the training session last month, their
boss told them Cordier would not discuss
politics, said the union’s attorney, Mark
Roth. But after his presentation on POW is-
sues, Cordier made disparaging remarks
about Democrats that made employees of
both political parties feel uncomfortable,
Roth said.

McGreevey aide interviewed: More than
two months after Gov. James E. McGreevey
said he would resign in the wake of an extra-

marital gay affair, federal investigators
have interviewed the former aide who was
reported to have been the man he had the af-
fair with.

Two FBI agents interviewed Golan Cipel
in his native Israel “at length” on Wednes-
day, FBI spokesman Steve Kodak said
Thursday.

Kodak said he could not comment on the
content of the interview.

World

Pitcairn Island rapes: The mayor of
Pitcairn Island was sentenced to three
years imprisonment for rapes of young
women on the remote and isolated home of
descendants of the HMS Bounty mutineers,
British authorities in New Zealand said Fri-
day.

Steve Christian, who claims to be a direct
descendent of Bounty mutiny leader Fletch-
er Christian, and five other men from the is-
land were convicted Monday of a string of
rapes and sex attacks dating back 40 years.
Christian was convicted of five rapes.

Ukraine election: In a sharp statement of
dismay over abuses and official interfer-
ence ahead of Sunday’s presidential elec-
tion, U.S. officials say Ukraine could face un-
specified punitive measures if the vote is
not free and fair.

“If the election fails to meet international
standards, a variety of measures to hold offi-
cials responsible for electoral misconduct
accountable will be considered,” the U.S.
mission to the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe said in a statement
released late Thursday.
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Terror trial: Militant cleric Abu Bakar Bashir, center, prepares to step out of detention car

upon arrival for his trial at a makeshift court in Jakarta, Indonesia, on Thursday. Bashir is

accused in the 2002 Bali bombings and last year’s attack on the J.W. Marriott Hotel in Jakarta.
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BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The votes
continue to pour in from over-
seas.

As of Thursday, about 55.7 per-
cent of the servicemembers, De-
partment of Defense employees
and dependents stationed in Eu-
rope who are eligible to vote had
done just that, up from about 45
percent reported last week.

About 34,317 ballots have been
mailed back to the United States
from post offices throughout U.S.
Army Europe, up from 27,423 last
week.

There also were 39,350 ballots
sent from the U.S. Air Force Eu-
rope and 9,871 from Navy Region
Europe for a total of 83,538 votes
sent back to the United States.

The eligible pool of military
and dependent voters in Europe
is approximately 150,000 peo-
ple.

The U.S. Postal Service and
Department of Defense officials
said in June that overseas ser-
vicemembers should cast their
absentee ballots no later than
Oct. 11.

As of Tuesday, about 50,000 ser-
vicemembers and civilians de-
ployed to the Central Command
region have mailed in absentee
ballots, out of the approximately
200,000 soldiers and civilians
who are there and presumably eli-
gible to vote.

Lt. Col. Korya James, the Ku-
wait-based Coalition Land Forces
Component Command’s voting as-
sistance officer, compiled the
numbers.

In CENTCOM’s theater of oper-
ations, which includes Iraq, Ku-
wait, Afghanistan, Qatar and the
Horn of Africa, 60,165 absentee
ballots were requested, and
48,935 have been returned as of
Thursday, James said.

James said 900 voting assis-
tance officers — down to the
squad level — held voter-registra-
tion drives in chow halls and else-
where.

“We had a big push, a big initia-
tive to get soldiers to go ahead
and vote,” James said. “I would
think we would exceed the year
2000 [percentages].”

James said that number of bal-
lots being cast is climbing faster
as Election Day approaches and
he expects the crush to continue
even after next Tuesday because
many states will accept absentee
ballots even after that, as long as
they are postmarked before Nov.
2.

Any such crush aside, the cur-
rent 25 percent voting rate would
be far below the typical rate for
overseas military voters during a
presidential election. In 2000, the
voting rate was nearly three
times that.

It also must be noted that the
2000 rates do not include war
zones.

In 2000, after the Federal Vot-
ing Assistance Program spent $35

million in a “Get Out the Vote”
campaign, participation in the
presidential elections among uni-
formed citizens stationed overseas
reached 69 percent, according to
the 16th annual Federal Voting As-
sistance Program report issued by
the Pentagon in December 2001.

The 2000 military overseas vot-
ing rate represented a 5 percent-
age point increase in uniformed
overseas participation over the
1996 election, the report said.

Among federal civilian employ-
ees overseas in 2000, meanwhile,
voting participation was 65 per-
cent.

The general U.S. public voting
rate was 51 percent in 2000.

Servicemembers and federal
workers trying to get ballots to the
United States from overseas face
challenges that make it difficult to
send in their ballots on time.

The biggest obstacle for
would-be absentee voters, James
said, is that stateside election of-
fices that don’t meet deadlines for
mailing out absentee ballots.

Deployed members have an
additional problem in that mail
from the United States often
takes 12 to 14 days to reach ser-
vicemembers in the Middle
East.

To help speed the ballots home,
military post offices have separat-
ed absentee ballots and given
them the highest priority han-
dling.

And since Oct. 24, James said,
the U.S. Postal Service has been
treating them as express mail.

Counting the votes

However, a caveat to any over-

seas voting statistics that are
counted before State Election
Commissions have the opportu-
nity to fully tally results is that
23 states allow voters to return
ballots by fax, under its own
rules.

This policy makes it difficult to
determine how many eligible
overseas voters are actually vot-
ing.

So, for example, the USAFE bal-
lot total did not account for faxed
ballots or ballots that have been
mailed via international postal
systems, according to Capt. Kris-
ta Carlos, a USAFE spokeswom-
an.

“There is no way to track those
numbers,” Carlos wrote in an
e-mail to Stars and Stripes on
Thursday.

More precise statistics concern-
ing overseas participation in the

voting process for the 2004 elec-
tion will be compiled by the De-
fense Department once the elec-
tion is over, in what will be the
17th Federal Voting Assistance
Report.

According to the “Help Ameri-
ca Vote” Act, the 50 states have
90 days after the Nov. 2 elections
to report their voting statistics to
the Federal Election Commis-
sion, Air Force Lt. Col. Ellen
Krenke, a Pentagon spokeswom-
an, said Friday.

From there, the statistics will
be given to the Pentagon, which
will use them to produce a 17th
FVAP report.

That document will likely not
be issued for at least a year after
the elections are held, Krenke
said.

Stripes reporters Steve Liewer, Scott
Schonauer, Jessica Inigo and Marni
McEntee contributed to this report.

Overseas voters continue to mail ballots

AP

Sgt. 1st Class Steven Juliana, of Tobyhanna, Pa., and the 284th Base Support Battalion, stands next to a poster promoting voting in the 2004

U.S. presidential elections at his base in Giessen, Germany, on Wednesday.

Approximately
83,538 ballots
have been sent
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BY JESSICA INIGO

Stars and Stripes

DARMSTADT, Germany — En-

suring that children speak well,

have the best reading and writing
skills and can comprehend the

most grueling dialogues as adults

is as easy as A, B, C.

That’s the idea behind the new
Books for Babies program, which

is based on studies that show chil-
dren who begin reading at very

young ages make brighter adults.

To promote the idea, Depart-

ment of Defense Dependents

Schools in Darmstadt has started

delivering children’s books to
newborn babies throughout the

community.

The first recipient of the pro-

gram was 8½-month-old Made-
line Landers, who received a

book at her home in the Santa Bar-

bara housing community in Darm-

stadt on Thursday.

Baby Maddie unwrapped the “I

Love My Mommy” book, which is
nearly as large as she is, with a lit-

tle help from her own mommy,
Pam Landers.

Right away, mother and child

dived into the brightly colored

book and thanked Darmstadt
schools principals Dr. Russ

Claus, from the elementary
school, and Dr. Liz Dunham, of

the middle school, for the book.

Pam Landers, who is a teacher
and holds a master’s degree in

reading, was asked by the princi-

pals to be the honorary chairper-
son of the new program and help

deliver books to all new additions

to the Darmstadt community.

“I’m thrilled to be doing this,”

said Landers, who came to the
community in June with her hus-
band, Lt. Col. Mark Landers, the

233rd Base Support Battalion
commander.

Parents and new children will

be honored at school assemblies,
according to the principals, and
then given a new book donated by

the Parent Teacher Organization.

Claus said this program came
about as an appendage to the De-
partment of Defense Education
Activity reading program to rein-
force the reading process and pro-

mote how important it is.

Dunham said that at her school
the standard for children is at

least 25 books per year with the
Tiger Reading Olympics pro-
gram. She said students who
make the standard get the bronze,
while those who exceed the stan-
dard could go for the gold.

“Reading starts in the home,”
Claus said. “Parents ask, ‘What
can I do to help?’ This program
tells parents what to do before
school starts. There’s nothing bet-
ter than reading to children.”

Dunham added that reading is
the easiest way to ensure a bright-
er future for children.

“You can never start too early,”
she said.

E-mail Jessica Inigo at:
inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Air Force C-130s shuttle
troops, supplies to Darfur

JOHN BEACH/Courtesy of U.S. Air Force

A group of Nigerian troops approaches a U.S. C-130 on Thursday for

transportation into the Darfur region of Sudan. They are part of a load

of approximately 40 Nigerian troops and 3,000 pounds of equipment

bound for El-Fashir airstrip in Sudan’s Darfur region, marking the

beginning of the airlift mission of African Union protection forces to the

troubled area. The United States has committed two C-130s to assist

the African Union’s mission in Darfur.

BY MARNI MCENTEE

Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — Ship-
ments of influenza vaccine are slowly trick-
ling into military medical clinics in Eu-
rope, even as the federal government an-
nounced Thursday that 300,000 doses of
the vaccine have been diverted from the
military.

The Washington Post reported Friday
that the vaccine — originally meant for fed-
eral employees and the military — was
now being sent to high-risk civilian groups.

Instead, troops will receive the nasal
spray vaccine FluMist, which offers simi-
lar protection but is recommended only for
healthy people between the ages of 5 and
49, according to the Post report.

The move will have no affect on troops in
Europe, Phillip Tegtmeier, a spokesman
with the Europe Regional Medical Com-
mand, said Friday. The shots were intend-
ed for troops going through basic training
or in the services’ job training schools,
Tegtmeier said.

Because vaccines are in short supply, de-

ploying troops are getting the shot first,
then those most at risk of contracting the
virus, ERMC spokeswoman Cynthia
Vaughan said. Approximately 15,000
troops from U.S. Army Europe are current-
ly deployed.

“We do expect enough influenza vaccine
to vaccinate deploying soldiers and we will
vaccinate high-risk patients,” Vaughn said.
“We’re just not certain what time frame
that will be in.”

Problems with one of the United States’
key suppliers has forced the military to
pare down its vaccination program — nor-
mally available to all active-duty troops
and their families — until supplies in-
crease.

The shortage stems from the closure in
England early this month of a Chiron Corp.
factory, where nearly half the United
States’ supply of the vaccine was made.
British regulators cited manufacturing
problems that could cause vaccine contami-
nation.

U.S. Army Medical Command officials
in Fort Sam Houston, Texas, have said an
estimated 2.2 million servicemembers and
high-risk beneficiaries worldwide will
need the vaccine this year.

Vaughan would not provide the exact
number of vaccines given to deployed
troops from Europe so far, or say how
many high-risk individuals need the shot
here, saying it was a force-protection issue.

“Those patients know who they are,”
Vaughan said.

In addition to giving priority to deploy-
ing and deployed troops, the Department
of Defense is following National Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention guide-
lines in administering the vaccine.

The CDC recommends that healthy peo-
ple between the ages of 2 and 64 forgo the
shots this year. That will allow enough vac-
cine for deployed troops, the very young,
very old and ill family members.

Immunization clinics in U.S. Air Forces
in Europe have received 750 doses of the
vaccine, which are intended for deployed
troops only, USAFE spokesman Maj.
Patrick Ryder said Thursday.

The command expects to receive anoth-
er shipment in the next couple of weeks,
with those shots given to deploying troops
and high-risk patients, he said.

Influenza kills about 36,000 Americans
each year, and as many as 500,000 people
worldwide, according to the CDC’s Web
site.

E-mail Marni McEntee at:
mcenteem@mail.estripes.osd.mil

JESSICA INIGO/Stars and Stripes

Darmstadt Middle School Principal Dr. Liz Dunham, left, and the ele-

mentary school principal, Dr. Russ Claus, watch Pam Landers read to

her 8½-month-old daughter, Madeline. Pam Landers was asked to be

the honorary chairperson of the new Books for Babies program starting

up in Darmstadt’s Department of Defense schools. The book given to

Madeline was the first presented under the program.

Stars and Stripes

U.S. Air Force cargo planes
began shuttling peacekeeping
troops and supplies to the trou-
bled Darfur region of Sudan on
Thursday, a news release said.

A C-130 cargo plane from Ram-
stein Air Base, Germany, carried
40 Nigerian troops and 3,000
pounds of equipment bound for
El-Fashir airstrip in Darfur, ac-
cording to the release from the
435th Air Base Wing at Ram-
stein.

More than 120 active-duty and
reserve airmen and two C-130
Hercules deployed to Kigali,
Rwanda, from Europe last week
to set up operations in support of
an expanded African Union mis-
sion.

Additional African Union
troops are being sent to Darfur to
help quell a civil war and ease a

humanitarian crisis there. At
least 70,000 people have been
killed and more than 1.5 million
have lost their homes in the con-
flict.

In all, members of Ramstein’s
86th Airlift Wing will help carry
some 3,500 African Union troops
to the region.

The United States is working
with other nations, including Aus-
tralia, Belgium, Canada, France,
the Netherlands and the United
Kingdom, along with the Europe-
an Union, to expand the peace-
keeping mission, the White
House said in an earlier state-
ment.

The African Union mission’s
immediate goal is to “intensify
monitoring of the cease-fire and
help create conditions to increase
the free flow of humanitarian as-
sistance to the people of Darfur,”
the statement said.

Flu vaccines trickle into Europe clinics

Book program ensures a
bright future for children

We do expect enough influenza vaccine to vaccinate

deploying soldiers and we will vaccinate high-risk

patients. We’re just not certain what time frame

that will be in.

Cynthia Vaughn

ERMC spokeswoman
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BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
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NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain —
They came to Spain from all across
America, volunteering to fight fascism.

More than 67 years later, three veter-
ans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade are
returning to the Spanish Civil War battle-
grounds they fought on to remember and
share their experiences.

Veterans and historians will gather in
a town outside Madrid next week to talk
about the civil war and recognize the
thousands of men who joined the Span-
ish Republic between 1936 and 1938 and
fought as part of the International Bri-
gade.

Gilbert Wells, a U.S. Air Force veteran
who lives in Portugal, didn’t fight in the
war but has taken an interest in the fa-
mous brigade and plans to attend the
symposium in Rivas-Vaciamadrid Nov.
4-8.

“These guys who went there and died
are still unmourned,” said Wells, an ac-

tive member of American Legion Portu-
gal Post 1.

About 2,800 Americans fought against
Gen. Francisco Franco’s military rebel-
lion, which was boosted by troops sent
by Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini.

Americans — including seamen, steel-
workers, teachers and laborers —
crossed the Pyrenees to join men from
more than four-dozen countries. Many
were members of the Communist Party.

The Lincoln Brigade actually was one
of several American brigades that fell
under the International Brigade, which
included soldiers from such countries as
Britain, Ireland and Canada.

The American brigades formed the
first racially integrated U.S. military
unit and later were the first to be led by a
black commander.

Nearly one-third of the Americans
died. Most are buried where they fell.

Although Ernest Hemingway’s stories

about the brigade would make the sol-

diers heroes to many in America, the

Spanish Republic soldiers and the Inter-

national Brigade would be no match for

the rebellion’s troops.

In 1938, the International Brigade was

disbanded and Madrid fell in 1939 to

Franco’s forces.

The American veterans who survived

got little credit for what they did. The

U.S. government prohibited travel to

Spain during the war and discouraged

joining the fight.

Many of their remains never have

been found or identified, but a group

now is going through the tedious process

of trying to identify those unaccounted

for during the war.

On Friday, Milton Wolff, Clarence

Kailin and Moe Fishman of the Veterans
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade will join
a group of historians for a roundtable dis-
cussion at the Rivas-Vaciamadrid Cultur-
al Center, where they will talk about the
Battle of Jarama. Many Americans died
in the battle.

It will be an opportunity for those lis-
tening to get insight into the war from
the few veterans who are still alive.

Amigos de las Brigadas Internaciona-
les and the Rivas Vaciamadrid Town
Council are sponsoring the event, which
will include an exhibit: “Volunteers for
Liberty: The International Brigades.”

The exhibit will be displayed from
Nov. 4-14.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:

schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Tom Philpott

Nearly a third of Americans who crossed
ocean to fight rebellion killed in action
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These guys who

went there and died

are still unmourned

Gilbert Wells

U.S. Air Force veteran

U.S. vets of Spanish Civil War to gather near Madrid

A
federal judge has dismissed a law-
suit brought by 58 divorced ser-
vicemembers and retirees chal-
lenging the constitutionality of

the Uniformed Services Former Spouses
Protection Act. The 1982 law allows state
courts to divide military retirement as
property in divorce settlements.

U.S. District Court Judge James C. Cach-
eris in Alexandria, Va., granted govern-
ment motions Oct. 12 to dismiss Adkins, et
al. v. Rumsfeld and all claims brought by
individual plaintiffs and by ULSG, a non-
profit support group established to raise
legal fees for the court challenge.

In a 15-page opinion, Cacheris said the
federal court, for the U.S. Eastern District
of Virginia, lacked subject matter jurisdic-
tion to hear the case, and the plaintiffs
lacked legal standing to bring their law-
suit.

Cacheris also ruled that, because the
legal challenges could have been raised in
state courts when the original divorce and
property issues were being settled, a legal
principle of res judicata applies. In Latin
that means “the thing has been judged”
and therefore a new case is useless.

Lawyers for the divorced servicemem-
bers and retirees have filed a motion for re-
consideration. They also announced plans

to appeal to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Fourth Circuit in Richmond, Va.

Judge Cacheris agreed with U.S. Attor-
ney Paul J. McNulty that the court doesn’t
need to weigh the merit of the constitution-
al challenges to the USFSPA. He had to dis-
miss the case based on Supreme Court rul-
ings that bar federal courts from nullifying
state judgments on issues that could have
been raised before state court. This Rook-
er-Feldman doctrine has been used by
other federal courts to dismiss other chal-
lenges to the USFSPA.

In its motion to Cacheris to reconsider,
ULSG argues that some legal flaws of the
USFSPA aren’t “ripe” to be challenged in
state courts at time of divorce because the
harmful effects don’t occur until service-
members retire and the Defense Finance
and Accounting Service begins to divide re-
tired pay.

Stop-loss suit

A different team of lawyers, in San Fran-
cisco, has switched plaintiffs in their legal
challenge to Army stop-loss orders that
keep thousands of soldiers on active duty
to serve in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“John Doe,” an unnamed National
Guardsman in California, dismissed his

lawsuit against the Army after he was re-
leased from active duty this month. One of
his lawyers, Joshua Sondheimer, said
Guard policy requires that soldiers who do
not deploy be relieved of the stop-loss
order 90 days after the unit is alerted for
mobilization.

Now a second California Guardsman,
“John Doe II,” has filed a lawsuit against
Army stop loss. The circumstances are sim-
ilar and the legal arguments are largely
the same.

Current stop-loss authority, said Sondhe-
imer, flows from President Bush’s Sept. 14,
2001, executive order authorizing a Ready
Reserve call-up to respond to “the continu-
ing and immediate threat of further terror-
ist attacks on the United States.”

Without evidence the U.S. occupation of
Iraq is protecting America from terrorism,
the Army has no legal basis to use stop loss
to keep Doe II on active duty involuntarily,
Sondheimer said.

Like Doe I, the veterans enlisted in the
Guard for just one year under the “Try
One” program. His enlistment was to ex-
pire next April, but last month he received
mobilization orders for Iraq and an extra
year of service. Doe II, who also has two
children, sought a restraining order to stop
his deployment to Fort Lewis, Wash., for

training for Iraq. It was denied. His trans-
portation unit is there now and expected to
leave for Iraq in late November. A U.S. dis-
trict court judge in Sacramento will hear
arguments Nov. 5 on whether Doe II can es-
cape stop loss and his second combat tour
in the Middle East.

Suicide prevention

Forty-eight servicemembers have taken
their own lives while deployed to Iraqi, Af-
ghanistan and Kuwait since 9/11, and an-
other 31 veterans of those wars have com-
mitted suicide stateside, according to statis-
tics released at the third annual Military
Suicide Prevention Conference, in Arling-
ton, Va., in late October.

The suicide rate is still lower than for the
U.S. population, adjusting for age and gen-
der, but above service averages, particular-
ly for the Army.

Experts point to the high stress of long,
dangerous deployments, combined with
“triggering” factors such a failing relation-
ship and financial or legal problems. Anoth-
er factor, in theater, is ready access to
weapons. Almost all of the in-theater sui-
cides have been by gunshot.

To comment, write Military Update, P.O. Box
231111, Centreville, VA 20120-1111, e-mail milup-
date@aol.com or visit www.militaryupdate.com

Federal judge dismisses divorcees’ suit
Case challenged law that allows state courts to divide military retirement
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Calling card rates

The Army and Air Force
Exchange Service will offer
reduced calling card rates
from Nov. 24 to Jan. 5 for sol-
diers calling home while de-
ployed to Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

The AAFES 550 unit pre-
paid phone card rates will be
19 centers per minute, a dis-
count of 6 cents on calling
cards purchased downrange.

Rates for cards purchased
outside of Iraq or Afghani-
stan also will be discounted
at 21 cents per minute, a sav-
ings of 7 cents per minute.

The cards cost $35 at Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and
Operation Iraqi Freedom
AAFES outlets, and $39 at
AAFES outlets outside of
those theaters.

From staff reports

Left top: U.S.

Stabilization Force

soldiers who will stay in

Bosnia for NATO’s

Enduring Mission after

SFOR mission ends in

December exercise

tactics for detaining

persons indicted for war

crimes. The exercise

covered activites such as

searching for individuals,

clearing buildings,

securing detainees and

crowd control. Soldiers

also practiced setting up

traffic control points and

inspecting vehicles while

treating people with

respect to minimize

discomfort to the local

populace.

Left bottom: Soldiers who

will stay in Bosnia for

NATO’s Enduring Mission

after SFOR mission ends

in December exercise

tactics for detaining

persons indicted for war

crimes.

PHOTOS BY IVANA AVRAMOVIC

Courtesy of the U.S. Army

BY JASON CHUDY

Stars and Stripes

The Army’s Chief of Staff re-
cently announced its 2004 Supply
Excellence Award winners, with
Europe-based
units winning near-
ly half of the ac-
tive-duty catego-
ries.

An additional
six units took ei-
ther runners-up or
honorable men-
tion honors.

The Headquar-
ters and Headquar-
ters Company of
the Supply Sup-
port Activity for
the 22nd Area Sup-
port Group in Vice-
nza, Italy, took a
first-place award
in its category — a
supply support ac-
tivity with small
staffing and equip-
ment.

The award is its
second first-place
award in the past
three years, ac-
cording to the
unit’s accountable officer, Chief
Warrant Officer Jorge Mercado.

“The philosophy here is if we
do the right thing year-round,
we’ll only have to make minor ad-
justments here and there,” Merca-
do said.

“We try to exceed the perfor-
mance standards, to go above and
beyond … instead of just waiting
for an inspection.”

Mercado said that his unit is
made up of 14 Italian civilians
and four soldiers.

Other winners were:
� 11th Signal Detachment in

Mannheim, Germany.
� 222nd Base Support Battal-

ion in Baumholder, Germany.
� Company D, 701st Main Sup-

port Battalion, in Kitzingen, Ger-
many.

Runners-up were the 70th
Transportation Company and
95th Military Police Battalion in
Mannheim; 26th Quartermaster

Supply and Ser-
vice Company in
Hanau, Germa-
ny; and the 80th
Area Support
Group Augmenta-
tion in Chievres,
Belgium.

In addition, the
Southern Europe
Task Force Aug-
mentation Unit in
Vicenza, an
Army Reserve
unit, was named
a runner-up in its
category, and the
Headquarters
and Headquar-
ters Detachment,
202nd Military
Police Group in
Mannheim re-
ceived an honor-
able mention.

Winners re-
ceived plaques
from Army Chief

of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker

during a ceremony in Washing-

ton D.C.

Evaluations for next year’s

awards program begin next

month and runs through March

2005.

E-mail Jason Chudy at:

chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Everybody’s exercising... in one way or another

Top: Runners take their

mark for the Darmstadt

Middle School fun run on

Thursday. The race was held

in conjunction with Red

Ribbon week, which is sup-

porting drug-free and

healthy living. The school

hosted middle school pupils

from Wiesbaden,

Rhein-Main, Hanau and

Heidelberg, as well as family

members from the Darms-

tadt area for the run.

Right: Kevin A. DeCoster,

left, and Russel Jones, both

sixth-graders at Darmstadt

Middle School, finish the

2½-mile run.

PHOTOS BY JAYME LOPPNOW

Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Vicenza unit wins
Armywide award

We try to exceed

the

performance

standards, to

go above and

beyond …

instead of just

waiting for

an inspection.

Chief Warrant Officer

Jorge Mercado

unit accountable officer,

Headquarters and

Headquarters Company,

Supply Support Activity,

22nd Area Support Group
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The Associated Press

As of Thursday, at least
1,111 members of the U.S. mili-
tary have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 847
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, according to the Defense
Department. The figures in-
clude three military civilians.

The AP count is five higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated
Thursday at 10 a.m.

The British military has re-
ported 67 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova-
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each;
and Denmark, El Salvador,
Hungary and Latvia have re-
ported one death each.

The latest death reported by
the military:

� A U.S. soldier was killed
in a rocket-propelled grenade
attack Thursday while on pa-
trol south of Balad, Iraq.

� A U.S. soldier was killed
in an explosion Thursday
while on patrol in Baghdad.

The latest identification re-
ported by the military:

� No identifications report-
ed.

BY MARIAM FAM

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. forces are gearing up for
a major operation against the insurgent strong-
hold Fallujah, a U.S. general said Friday, as
hundreds of British troops reached a base near
Baghdad to free American forces to join any as-
sault.

“We’re gearing up to do an operation and
when we’re told to go, we’ll go,” Brig. Gen. Den-
nis Hejlik, deputy commander of the 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, said at a camp near
Fallujah. “When we do go, we’ll whack them.”

Hejlik’s comments confirmed that plans are
under way for a major assault on insurgent
strongholds west of Baghdad in an effort to end
the wave of car bombings, kidnappings and at-
tacks that has escalated since Fallujah fell
under guerrilla control last spring.

U.S. officials have given no indication of the
timing of a major attack, which still await final
orders from Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi.
However, in a sign that the assault may be im-
minent, the first wave of troops from the Black
Watch regiment has arrived at the base near
Baghdad, the Defense Ministry in London.

The rest of the 850-strong battle group from

the Black Watch regiment were to arrive over
the weekend, the ministry said without specify-
ing how many were in each wave. The base is
located 20 miles west of Mahmoudiya, a town
that has seen frequent insurgent attacks south
of Baghdad, according to the report.

The Americans asked for the deployment in
order to free up American forces for a new as-
sault on Sunni insurgents who have taken con-
trol of Fallujah and a number of towns north
and west of Baghdad.

Clashes were reported Friday on the north-
east edge of Fallujah and in Ramadi — an al-
most daily occurrence.

U.S. deaths
in IraqNew Bin Laden tape released

The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — Osama bin
Laden, reading a statement to the
American people in a new video-
tape aired Friday, directly admit-
ted for the first time that he or-
dered the Sept. 11 attacks and said
“the best way to avoid another
Manhattan” was to stop threaten-
ing Muslims’ security.

It was the first footage of the
al-Qaida leader to surface in more
than a year. The video, broadcast
on Al-Jazeera, showed bin Laden
with a long gray beard, wearing
traditional white robes, a turban
and a golden cloak reading from

papers in front of a plain, brown
curtain.

In Washington, the FBI and Jus-
tice Department had no immedi-
ate assessment of the meaning of
the bin Laden tape. Officials said
one part of their analysis will be to
discern whether there may be hid-
den messages or clues about a pos-
sible future attack against the Unit-
ed States. But they said it was too
early to know that yet.

There was no way to determine
when the tape was made, although
it did refer to next week’s presiden-
tial elections in the United States.

“We decided to destroy towers
in America,” bin Laden said, refer-
ring to the World Trade Center.

“God knows that it had not oc-
curred to our mind to attack the
towers, but after our patience ran
out and we saw the injustice and in-
flexibility of the American-Israeli
alliance toward our people in Pal-
estine and Lebanon, this came to
my mind,” he said.

He accused President Bush of
“misleading” the American peo-
ple since the 2001 suicide airline
hijackings that hit the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon.

“Your security is not in the
hands of [Democratic candidate
John] Kerry or Bush or al-Qaida.
Your security is in your own
hands,” bin Laden said.

“To the U.S. people, my talk is to
you about the best way to avoid an-
other disaster,” he said. “I tell you:
Security is an important element
of human life and free people do
not give up their security.”

“If Bush says we hate freedom,
let him tell us why we didn’t attack
Sweden, for example. It is known
that those who hate freedom do
not have dignified souls, like those
of the 19 blessed ones,” he said, re-
ferring to the 19 hijackers.

“We fought you because we are
free .. and want to regain freedom
for our nation. As you undermine
our security we undermine
yours.”

U.S. troops prepare for Fallujah assault
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The FBI is investigat-
ing whether U.S. officials improperly award-
ed Vice President Dick Cheney’s former
company lucrative contract work without
competition, a probe that was confirmed
only days after a top Army contract officer
raised the issue of favoritism.

The investigation expands an existing
probe of whether Halliburton Co. over-
charged for fuel deliveries in Iraq. The
probe now includes the no-bid work award-
ed the company in Iraq, including restora-
tion of the country’s oil industry at a cost of
$2.5 billion.

The expanded investigation is converging
with statements made last weekend by Bun-
natine Greenhouse, the chief contracting of-
ficer for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
The FBI has requested an interview with
Greenhouse, who said her agency unfairly
awarded KBR, a Halliburton subsidiary,
the Iraq work.

Cheney headed Halliburton, a Hous-

ton-based oil services conglomerate, prior
to running for vice president four years ago.

He has consistently denied any involve-
ment in the contracts. His spokesman,
Kevin Kellems, said in response to a ques-
tion that neither Cheney nor his aides have
been contacted by investigators.

A federal law enforcement official, speak-
ing only on condition of anonymity, said the
investigation does not involve anyone in the
White House, including Cheney’s office.

The FBI investigation, confirmed by sev-
eral government sources who insisted on an-
onymity, raised the profile of a key Demo-
cratic attack issue in the final days of the
presidential campaign.

“Good people came forward to tell the
truth about these contracts because they —
like the American people — know that the
administration’s special treatment of Halli-
burton was wrong,” vice presidential candi-
date John Edwards said in a statement
Thursday night.

Greenhouse’s lawyers said Thursday
their client will cooperate but that she

wants whistle-blower protection from Penta-
gon retaliation.

One of the lawyers, Stephen Kohn, said it
was Greenhouse’s job to protect “the hones-
ty and the integrity of the contracting pro-
cess itself, so it’s an even playing field. Why
should a large corporation with political in-
fluence get all the money?”

FBI agents recently began collecting doc-
uments from Army offices in Texas and else-
where to examine how and why Halliburton
got the no-bid work.

A Corps spokeswoman, Carol Sanders,
said she could not confirm an expanded in-
vestigation.

Wendy Hall, a Halliburton spokeswoman,
said the company is cooperating with vari-
ous investigations, but she dismissed the lat-
est revelation as election politics. She noted
Congress’ auditing arm, the Government Ac-
countability Office, found the company’s
no-bid work in Iraq was legal.

Sen. Frank Lautenberg, a New Jersey
Democrat on the Senate Governmental Af-
fairs Committee who has been investigating

Halliburton’s contracts, said his office was
told the FBI recently sought documents
from various government offices. The re-
quests focused on how and why Halliburton
got the Iraq contracts.

In a formal whistle-blower complaint
filed last week, Greenhouse alleged the
award of contracts without competition to
KBR puts at risk “the integrity of the feder-
al contracting program as it relates to a
major defense contractor.” The contracts
were to restore Iraq’s oil industry.

The Army last week referred Green-
house’s allegations to the Defense Depart-
ment’s inspector general.

Greenhouse alleged in her complaint that
after her superiors signed off on the Iraq
business in February 2003, a month before
the war began, and returned it for her neces-
sary approval, she specifically asked why
the work was being extended for several
years.

The oil restoration work was given to
KBR without competitive bidding through
10 separate work assignments called “task
orders.”

FBI expands its probe into Halliburton contracts

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Videotape shot by
a Minnesota television crew traveling
with U.S. troops in Iraq when they first
opened the bunkers at the Al-Qaqaa mu-
nitions base nine days after the fall of
Saddam Hussein shows what appeared
to be high explosives still in barrels and
bearing the markings of the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency.

The video taken by KSTP of St. Paul,
Minnesota, on April 18, 2003, could rein-
force suggestions that tons of explosives
missing from a munitions installation in
Iraq were looted after the U.S. invasion
and occupation of Iraq. The video was
broadcast nationally Thursday on the
ABC network.

“The photographs are consistent with
what I know of Al-Qaqaa,” David A.
Kay, a former American official who di-
rected the hunt in Iraq for unconvention-
al weapons and visited the site, was
quoted as telling The New York Times.
“The damning thing is the seals. The Ira-
qis didn’t use seals on anything. So I’m
absolutely sure that’s an IAEA seal.”

The question of what happened to the
tons of explosives has become a major
issue in the closing days of the U.S. pres-
idential campaign.

Democrat John Kerry says the miss-
ing explosives — powerful enough to de-
molish a building, bring down a jetliner
or set off a nuclear weapon — are anoth-
er example of the Bush administration’s
poor planning and incompetence in han-
dling the war in Iraq.

President Bush says the explosives
were possibly removed by Saddam’s
forces before the invasion.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
entered the debate Thursday, suggest-
ing the 377 tons of explosives were
taken away before U.S. forces arrived,
saying any large effort to loot the materi-
al afterward would have been detected.

BY BRADLEY GRAHAM

AND THOMAS E. RICKS

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The 377 tons of Iraqi
explosives whose reported disappearance
has dominated the past few days of presi-
dential campaigning represent only a tiny
fraction of the vast quantities of other muni-
tions unaccounted for since the fall of Sadd-
am Hussein’s government 18 months ago.

U.S. military commanders estimated last
fall that Iraqi military sites contained
650,000 to 1 million tons of explosives, artil-
lery shells, aviation bombs and other ammu-
nition. The Bush administration cited offi-
cial figures this week showing about
400,000 tons destroyed or in the process of
being eliminated. That leaves the where-
abouts of more than 250,000 tons unknown.

Against that background, this week’s as-
sertions by Sen. John Kerry’s campaign
about the few hundred tons said to have
vanished from Iraq’s Al- Qaqaa facility
have struck some defense experts as exag-
gerated.

“There is something truly absurd about
focusing on 377 tons of rather ordinary ex-
plosives, regardless of what actually hap-
pened at Al-Qaqaa,” Anthony H. Cordes-
man, a senior analyst at the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies, wrote in an
assessment Thursday. “The munitions at
Al-Qaqaa were at most around 0.06 percent
of the total.”

Retired Army Gen. Wayne Downing,
who served briefly as President Bush’s ad-
viser on counterterrorism and has criti-
cized some aspects of the administration’s
performance, said Thursday he considered
the missing-explosives issue “bogus.”

Kerry has seized on the incident to press
his charge that Bush mishandled the inva-
sion of Iraq, failing, among other things, to
secure sites containing dangerous Iraqi mu-
nitions, some of which were stored in bun-
kers marked with International Atomic En-
ergy Agency seals to designate particular
international concern.

Bush administration officials have re-
fused to accept a statement issued earlier
this month by a senior official of Iraq’s in-
terim government that the munitions disap-
peared after the April 9, 2003, fall of Bagh-
dad “due to a lack of security.” Iraqi author-
ities have not offered any supporting evi-
dence.

Several defense analysts said Kerry’s

focus on Al-Qaqaa has resonated mainly be-
cause the explosives issue has become sym-
bolic of the Bush administration’s handling
of Iraq, especially its long-running insis-
tence that it has an insufficient number of
U.S. forces there.

“The issue has been out there for a long
time,” said James Bodner, who helped for-
mulate Iraq policy in the Clinton-era Penta-
gon. “Are we properly manned to carry out
the specific military tasks that need to be ac-
complished? If the answer is, ‘Yes, we have
enough troops,’ then why are these facili-
ties unguarded?”

Whatever the case, the military signifi-
cance of the loss, in a country awash with
far larger amounts of munitions, is open to
question.

The most powerful of the three explo-
sives — HMX — can be used in a trigger
for nuclear devices, which is why it had
been placed under IAEA seal. But HMX is
obtainable elsewhere, and the chief U.S.
weapons investigator in Iraq, Charles Du-
elfer, has acknowledged that the Iraqi stock-
pile posed no particular concern in this re-
gard.

Matthew Bunn, a Harvard University ex-
pert in nuclear weapons and terrorism,
said that while he is concerned by the re-
moval of the explosives, he is far more wor-
ried by IAEA reports that large quantities
of sophisticated equipment, such as elec-
tron beam welders, were looted and re-
moved from Iraq’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram.

HMX and the two other types of explo-
sives reported missing from Al-Qaqaa —
RDX and PETN — could also be used in de-
vices targeting U.S. forces in Iraq. But de-
fense officials say the many car bombs and
roadside explosive devices that have men-
aced U.S. forces and other foreigners in
Iraq have tended to be constructed from
old artillery shells and other munitions,
which remain in ample supply in Iraq.

Pentagon officials, attempting to recon-
struct a timeline of what might have oc-
curred at Al-Qaqaa, believe they have nar-
rowed the window for the disappearance to
a two-month period between mid-March
2003, when the IAEA verified its seals were
still in place, and May 2003, when U.S. mili-
tary search teams arrived at the site and

found it had been looted, stripped and van-
dalized. The search teams saw none of the
explosives that were once under seal.

Although invading U.S. forces never se-
cured the facility, defense officials have dis-
puted the notion that such a large quantity
of explosive could have been transported
without notice by the U.S. military.

Bolstering the possibility that the muni-
tions were removed before U.S. troops ar-
rived, defense officials say, is the Saddam’s
government known practice of shifting
weapons from storage facilities into fields
and other camouflaged sites to elude U.S.
air attacks. One senior defense also said
classified U.S. intelligence photos show lots
of activity at Al-Qaqaa before U.S. forces
reached the site.

The Pentagon has contributed to confu-
sion surrounding the case.

John Shaw, deputy undersecretary for in-
ternational technology and security, told
The Washington Times on Wednesday that
Russian troops, working with Iraqi intelli-
gence, “almost certainly” removed the ex-
plosives from Al-Qaqaa. On Thursday,
other senior defense officials, after review-
ing Pentagon intelligence reports, said
Shaw’s remarks had no basis in fact.

Other confusion has arisen over how
much explosive material had been stored at
Al-Qaqaa. The 377-ton figure was cited by
Iraq’s interim government in a letter to the
IAEA earlier this month first reporting the
amount missing. That figure was based on
a Saddam government declaration in July
2003 of what existed at the site. It included
about 155 tons of RDX. On Wednesday,
ABC News reported that IAEA documents
indicated there were only about 3 tons of
RDX remaining at Al-Qaqaa in January
2003, two months before the U.S.-led inva-
sion.

On Thursday, however, IAEA officials
said records showed another 138 tons of the
RDX were being kept then at a military
warehouse used by Al-Qaqaa’s managers at
al-Mahaweel, located about 25 miles away.
The IAEA has never been able to account
for an additional 14 tons in July 2003 Iraqi
declaration.

Melissa Fleming, an IAEA spokeswom-
an, said Thursday that the IAEA warned
the United States in April 2003 of concerns
about security at Qaqaa. A fresh request to
the Iraqi government generated the Oct. 10
reply that the explosives were no longer at
Al-Qaqaa.

Staff writers Colum Lynch at the United Nations
and Dafna Linzer contributed to this report.

377 tons is a fraction of the munitions missing in Iraq News footage
shows tons of
explosives in
installation

ANALYSIS

Are these explosives worth the fuss?
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BY MARK SCOLFORO

The Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — Under pressure from mili-
tary voters and Republicans, Democratic Gov. Ed
Rendell said Friday that he will ask a federal judge
to extend the deadline for counting overseas ballots
by one week.

Rendell told a news conference in Philadelphia
that Republicans could produce only one voter —
out of 26,000 overseas military and civilian voters —
who failed to get the absentee ballot he requested.

Nonetheless, “Even if it’s just one or two votes,
their votes should be counted,” Rendell said.

GOP state Sen. John Pippy, an Army reserve
captain who served in Iraq, criticized Rendell’s
proposal, saying the governor asked for — and re-

ceived — a nearly three-week extension for count-
ing absentee ballots in the April primary and
should support a two-week extension now.

A Republican-financed federal lawsuit by two
servicemen in Iraq and Kuwait filed Wednesday
against Rendell and Secretary of State Pedro
Cortes seeks a 15-day extension for their ballots’
return.

Rendell said one of the plaintiffs’ ballots was de-
livered to the address he put on his absentee ballot
request form. He said there was no explanation
why the other plaintiff never received a ballot.

A hearing on the federal lawsuit was scheduled
for Friday before U.S. District Judge Yvette Kane,
and Rendell said his lawyers would ask that ballots
postmarked by Tuesday, Election Day, be counted
until Nov. 9.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After days of trying to make po-
litical hay over lost Iraqi explosives, the Democratic
ticket turned Friday to an FBI probe of Halliburton
as evidence of Bush administration special favors to
special interests. President Bush was campaigning
with actor-politician Arnold Schwarzenegger.

“We need a president and a vice president of the
United States who consistently stand up for the inter-
ests of the American people, and that’s not what
we’re seeing right now,” Democratic running mate
John Edwards said on CBS Friday morning.

Edwards was even more pointed Thursday night
when he told 3,000 people at a Davenport, Iowa,
rally, “You cannot stand with Halliburton, big oil
companies and the Saudi royal family and still stand
up for the American people.”

Bush turned to a pair of American heroes for affir-
mation of his re-election bid. Retired Gen. Tommy
Franks, who oversaw the combat in Afghanistan
and Iraq, saluted his old boss Thursday night. Bush
also was getting the endorsement of freshly minted
World Series champion pitcher Curt Schilling. The
Boston Red Sox player had planned to appear Fri-
day with Bush, but his doctors advised him not to
travel because of his injured ankle, Bush aides said.

After his appearance in New Hampshire, Bush
was to share the stage in Ohio with California Gov.
Schwarzenegger.

The stars that counted for Bush on Thursday
were those earned by a lineup of retired military of-
ficers who joined him before a crowd of more than
10,000 in suburban Cleveland. Chief among the
brass was Franks, who saluted Bush and said Kerry
“disrespects our troops.”

“God bless you, Tommy,” Bush said as he took the
microphone from him.

In Madison, Wis., more than 80,000 people turned
out Thursday to see Kerry and Bruce Springsteen,
who sang “Promised Land” and “No Surrender,”
the latter adopted as the Democrat’s campaign an-
them. Sheryl Crow and Bon Jovi, too, have been the
Massachusetts senator’s opening acts this week.

Kerry the headed for Florida, his campaign sort-

ing through a series of unwelcome developments
for the Republicans.

This late in the game, any miscue is ripe for ex-
ploitation, and the Republicans committed a few —
in one instance watching former New York Mayor
Rudy Giuliani explain himself after seeming to
blame troops in Iraq for the missing explosives.

The Bush campaign, seeing an unusual opportuni-
ty to make gains on exotic Democratic turf, said
Thursday that Cheney would go to Hawaii for a
rally Sunday night, a striking investment of time
and travel for a state Republicans have won only
twice since statehood in 1959.

The Democrats weren’t standing by. Al Gore, who
won the state by nearly 20 points four years ago,
was on his way to campaign there and so was Ker-
ry’s daughter Alex.

Kerry’s running mate quickly went on the offen-
sive when word came out that the FBI had begun in-
vestigating whether the Pentagon improperly
awarded no-bid Iraq reconstruction contracts to
Halliburton Co., the Houston-based company for-
merly headed by Vice President Dick Cheney.

“At every turn for the past four years, George
Bush and Dick Cheney gave out special favors and
looked out for their special interest friends,” Ed-
wards said.

Almost everywhere that counted, polls found the
race exceptionally close. Internal campaign polls
found it closer still.

New battleground surveys suggested Kerry was
leading in Ohio and Michigan, Bush was ahead in
Florida and the two were tied in Iowa, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and Oregon.

Bush told USA Today he hasn’t spent any time
worrying that the campaign could end with no clear
winner, as the 2000 race notoriously did.

“It’s important that everybody vote, it’s important
that the elections be fair, and it’s important that the
election end on election night,” he said in an inter-
view published Friday.

Kerry, also speaking with USA Today on Thurs-
day, said he believes the outcome will be known
Tuesday night, “just like I believed the Red Sox
would win the World Series.”

President Bush shakes hands with supporters at a campaign rally

at the Hara Sports Complex in Dayton, Ohio on Thursday.

IN THE STATES

Stars align to support
candidates’ final push

AP photos

Democratic presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts

greets a crowd at the University of Toledo in Ohio on Thursday.

Pa. gov. seeks overseas extension
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BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Florida’s election
chief reminded county workers to
keep lines moving next Tuesday
by handing out provisional ballots
if they are confronted with a bliz-
zard of disputes over eligibility of
voters.

Tensions have been mounting
in the run-up to the presidential
vote as politicians trade accusa-
tions over claims of fraud, miss-
ing absentee ballots and concerns
that thousands of voter registra-
tions will be challenged in
“hand-to-hand combat at the pre-
cincts” on Nov. 2.

Dawn Roberts, the head of the
state Division of Elections, re-
sponded Thursday night to calls
for help from county election
chiefs.

In a memo, Roberts stressed
the need to keep lines moving and
offer provisional ballots when in
doubt, even if alleged ex-felons
are singled out. Florida laws bars
voting by convicted felons unless
they have petitioned to have that
right restored.

Provisional ballots are set aside
to be counted later if the person is
determined to be a valid voter.

The GOP claimed Thursday
that 925 convicted felons without
voting rights have either voted or

requested absentee ballots for
this election. The party alerted
the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement.

State Republican leaders said
they are protecting “the integrity
of the process” by compiling a list
of voters who they say are improp-
erly registered and should not be
allowed to cast ballots Tuesday.
But a voting rights advocate said
the list might be inaccurate.

“I presume they will use it as a
basis for challenges,” said
Howard Simon, the executive di-
rector of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union in Florida. “And
when they’re using a list that’s
very likely inaccurate for chal-
lenges, I think we’re in for
hand-to-hand combat at the pre-
cincts.”

In Broward County, where the
problem was late-arriving absen-
tee ballots, elections office pre-
pared 1,000 ballots for overnight
shipment to Floridians in other
states, and expected to send up to
14,000 ballots Friday to residents
who requested them weeks ago.

Broward was a hotspot in the re-
count battle in the 2000 presiden-
tial election before the Supreme
Court declared George W. Bush
the winner by 537 votes.

A group of 58,000 ballots
mailed on Oct. 7 and 8 has

brought a particularly high num-
ber of complaints from Broward
voters who said many either did
not arrive or didn’t arrive in a
timely way.

The U.S. Postal Service has de-
nied mishandling the ballots, but
a regional manager worried in an
internal e-mail that his staff
seemed unaware of procedures

for processing them, the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel reported in
Friday editions.

South Florida District Manag-
er Butch Parker wrote Tuesday
that absentee ballots with improp-
er postage sat idle in postal facili-
ties instead of being returned to
their sender, and that they “con-
tinue to find absentee ballots

mixed in with other classes of
mail.”

Broward County elections su-
pervisor Brenda Snipes said
Thursday that her office has sent
out some 128,000 absentee bal-
lots this year, that 72,000 complet-
ed ballots have already been re-
turned, and she expects 40,000
more by Tuesday.

BY BILL KACZOR

The Associated Press

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The hurricanes that
struck Florida this year left polling places in sham-
bles and displaced thousands of voters, but elec-
tion officials say they are taking steps to allow ev-
eryone the opportunity to cast
a ballot Nov. 2.

Gov. Jeb Bush issued an ex-
ecutive order allowing the
U.S. Postal Service to forward
absentee ballots — a practice
that’s normally prohibited —
to make sure they get to resi-
dents whose homes were dam-
aged or destroyed.

The storms wrecked more
than 90 polling places, al-
though most have been re-
placed or consolidated with
other sites. Despite the dam-
age, election officials predict that voter turnouts,
aided by early and absentee voting, will equal or
exceed other presidential elections.

The issue has special resonance in Florida,
where recounts held up the presidential election
for five weeks in 2000 before the Supreme Court
declared George W. Bush the winner by 537 votes.

Carl Burns, 76, cast an absentee ballot this year
because he didn’t want to lose his vote to Ivan, one
of four hurricanes that pummeled Florida in Au-
gust and September.

“I don’t know if my old polling place is going to
be there or not,” said Burns, a retired claims man-
ager from Pensacola in Escambia County.

Polling places for 10 of the county’s 90 precincts
were lost when Ivan hit the Panhandle in mid-Sep-
tember, but election chief Bonnie Jones has found
replacements.

There have been 15,000 requests for absentee
ballots in Santa Rosa County, twice as many as
four years ago, said county elections supervisor
Ann Bodenstein. She attributes much of the in-
crease to voters who have been forced to relocate.

Charlotte County lost most of its 80 polling plac-
es to Hurricane Charley in August. Although those
precincts were consolidated into 22 sites for the
primary, turnout was only 18 percent compared to
24 percent four years ago.

BY PAUL FOY

The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — A man pleaded not

guilty Friday to first-degree murder in the
death of his wife, whose remains were

found in a landfill weeks after her disap-

pearance.

The judge set Mark Hacking’s trial for
April 18. Prosecutors are not seeking the

death penalty.

Authorities believe Lori Hacking, 27, was

killed July 19 after
learning her husband
wasn’t enrolled in
medical school in
North Carolina,
though they were ar-
ranging to move there.
It was among a series
of deceptions Mark
Hacking had perpetu-
ated over several
years, police say.

The victim’s brother, Paul Soares, sent a
letter to Hacking in jail, urging him to “be a
man” and plead guilty, according to a news-
paper story Friday.

“Save your family the grief and cost of
this attorney. Just plead guilty for once.
Just tell the truth. Take responsibility for
your actions,” Soares wrote, according to
the Deseret Morning News.

“Your father said you were determined
to do what is right — even if it costs you
your life. ... Just tell the judge the truth.

“Admit it. Don’t ask for some lenient plea
bargain. Be a man,” the letter continued.

Hacking’s defense attorney has indicated
he would take the case to trial and chal-
lenge Hacking’s alleged confession to his
brothers that he shot his wife while she
slept and disposed of her remains, the weap-
on and a mattress in the trash.

Defense attorney Gil Athay declined to
discuss his plans Friday.

Prosecutor Robert Stott said no discus-
sions have been held about a plea agree-
ment.

Hurricane- damaged polling places
throw another wrench into election

Supervisor of

Elections Dr.
Brenda Snipes,

left, talks with
Vanessa Gilyard

of Dania Beach
as Gilyard waits
in line to cast

her vote on
Oct. 18, the

first day of early
voting at the
main downtown

library in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.

AP

Florida vote ’04: Another nightmare?
Voter challenges and provisional
ballots could be this year’s chads

Hacking pleads not guilty for wife’s murder despite brother’s letter

Mark Hacking

Jeb Bush
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BY DORIS HAUGEN

The Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. — A man
who weighed about half a ton
when he was admitted to a hospi-
tal was recovering Wednesday
from obesity surgery. Doctors
said he was “doing very well,”
moving around and even crack-
ing jokes.

“He’s very witty,” surgeon Dr.
Frederick Harris told reporters
Wednesday.

Patrick Deuel, 42, underwent
the procedure to reduce the size
of his stomach four months after
being admitted to the hospital at
1,072 pounds.

He was in good spirits and re-
lieved Tuesday’s procedure went
so well, Harris said. “We didn’t
find anything that was scary at
all,” he said.

Rehabilitation could start in
about a week and Deuel could be
home by the end of November,
Harris said.

In the hours leading up to sur-
gery, however, Deuel was anx-
ious, wanting the procedure done
but worrying he wouldn’t wake
up, Harris said. Once the surgery
preparations began, he began to
relax.

“He was singing right up to the
part where they put the tube in
his mouth,” Harris said.

Deuel had been bedridden
since last fall and was malnour-
ished because so many of his calo-
ries came from foods high in fat
and carbohydrates.

Deuel had difficulty breathing
and suffered from high blood
pressure and diabetes linked to

obesity that his doctor said were
killing him.

Gastric bypass surgery was
thought to be his best chance for
permanent weight loss, but doc-
tors said Deuel needed to lose
some weight first, to gain enough
strength so he could walk on his
own and prove he was healthy
enough to survive the surgery.

Before going into surgery on
Tuesday, Deuel had lost 421
pounds.

Caregivers and others are start-
ing to take notice of the changes,
he said.

“Every
time I
move, they
don’t look
at me like,
‘My God,
he is going
to fall down
or some-
thing,’ ”
Deuel told
Sioux Falls
television
station
KELO be-
fore the sur-
gery.

Last month, Deuel took his first
steps with the help of nurses and
two walkers for support. More re-
cently, he has been walking up
stairs and even swimming at the
hospital’s pool.

Deuel, a former restaurant
manager from Valentine, Neb., is
just under 6 feet tall and has al-
ways fought his weight.

He weighed about 90 pounds in
kindergarten and more than 250
pounds in middle school.

BY SAMUEL MAULL

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Citing his wish
to shield his family, Fox News
Channel’s Bill O’Reilly settled a ha-
rassment lawsuit brought by a
former producer accusing him of
graphically discussing sex with
her.

“This brutal ordeal is now offi-
cially over, and I will never speak
of it again,” O’Reilly said on Thurs-
day night’s edition of his talk show,
“The O’Reilly Factor.”

O’Reilly, who is married with
two children, also dropped an ex-
tortion lawsuit against his accuser
and her lawyer. Both sides have
agreed to keep the details confiden-
tial, O’Reilly’s attorney said.

Andrea Mackris, 33, who was a
producer on the show, sued the out-
spoken, top-rated TV host Oct. 13,
alleging O’Reilly made a series of
explicit phone calls to her, advised
her to use a vibrator and telling
her about sexual fantasies involv-
ing her.

Earlier that day, O’Reilly, 55,
filed a lawsuit accusing Mackris
and her lawyer of trying to extort

$60 million in “hush money” over
her allegations.

“This matter has caused enor-
mous pain, but I had to protect my
family, and I did,” O’Reilly, whose
ratings have gone up 30 percent
since the lawsuits were filed, told
his viewers Thursday.

“All I can say to you is please do
not believe everything you hear
and read.”

Shortly before “Factor” aired,
O’Reilly’s lawyer, Ronald Green, is-
sued a statement saying the cases
and claims had been withdrawn
and all parties agreed there was no
wrongdoing by O’Reilly, Mackris
or Mackris’ lawyer.

Green’s statement about the set-
tlement did not mention money,
and it could not be learned immedi-
ately whether it was a factor.

Mackris’ lawyer didn’t return
several telephone calls seeking
comment.

Earlier, O’Reilly had vowed to
fight the accusations.

“If I have to go down, I’m willing
to do it,” he said just after the suits
were filed. “I’m going to take a
stand. I’m a big mouth on the air
and I’m a big mouth off the air.”

He called the case “the single
most evil thing I have ever experi-
enced, and I’ve seen a lot. But
these people picked the wrong
guy.”

Green had refused to confirm or
deny specific things that Mackris
claimed O’Reilly said to her, but he
said at the time that O’Reilly “de-
nies that he has done anything that
rises to the level of unlawful sexual
harassment.”

Green also had said he believed
there were tapes of conversations
between the two and asked a court
to compel Mackris to produce
them so they could be played pub-
licly.

“I know that he does not fear
what is on the tapes,” Green said at
the time.

Among the accusations made in
the suit, Mackris said O’Reilly sug-
gested during a phone conversa-
tion in August that she buy a vibra-
tor and was clearly excited. Before
hanging up, she said, O’Reilly told
her: “I appreciate the fun phone
call.” She contended he made a
similar call Sept. 21, ending by say-
ing: “Next time you’ll come up to
my hotel room and we’ll make this
happen.”

BY CHUCK PHILIPS

Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — The moth-
er of late rap star Notorious
B.I.G. has decided to dismiss
from a wrongful death lawsuit
the man she accused of shoot-
ing her son, raising new ques-
tions about theories surround-
ing the entertainer’s slaying
seven years ago.

In her suit, Voletta Wallace
named Los Angeles area resi-
dent Harry Billups, also known
as Amir Muhammad, as the
triggerman who ambushed her
son on March 9, 1997, in the
mid-Wilshire district. Billups
could not be reached for com-
ment Thursday, but has long de-
nied any involvement in the kill-
ing.

Wallace was unavailable,
and her attorneys refused to dis-
cuss the terms of the proposed
dismissal or why it was initiat-
ed. The move came after Bil-
lups, who has never been ques-
tioned by police, submitted to a
pre-trial deposition during
which he denied involvement
in the murder and offered to
take a lie detector test by the
FBI, according to sources close
to the negotiations.

The sources said no money
changed hands as part of a con-
fidential settlement between
the two parties. Wallace
agreed, however, to dismiss Bil-
lups as a defendant in the case.

Still remaining in the suit are
the city of Los Angeles and
former Los Angeles police offic-
er David A. Mack, who is serv-
ing a 14-year federal prison sen-
tence for bank robbery.

In her complaint, filed in
2002, Wallace alleged that
Mack hired Billups to shoot her
son and that police did not pur-
sue the investigation after sus-
pecting one of their own might
be involved.

The potential dismissal of
such a key defendant as Billups
presents a difficult challenge
for the rapper’s mother. With-
out the alleged shooter in the
case, it becomes more difficult
to prove the conspiracy theory
upon which the case is built.

In August, Voletta Wallace’s
attorneys told the city said she
would settle the case out of
court for $105 million. After a
judge in a confidential confer-
ence suggested that number
was excessive, Wallace’s law-
yers slashed the figure to $18
million — an amount rejected
last month by the City Council,
sources said.

Billups and Mack were first
implicated in the rapper’s mur-
der by former Los Angeles po-
lice Det. Russell Poole. He
maintains he was forced out of
the department after he began
investigating potential police in-
volvement in slaying Notorious
B.I.G., whose real name was
Christopher Wallace.

Poole has publicly contended
that Mack was commissioned
by rap mogul Marion “Suge”
Knight as part of a bi-coastal
rap feud.

Andrea Mackris

Bill O’Reilly

Former half-ton man
has obesity surgery

Rapper’s
mom drops
wrongful
death suit

O’Reilly, former producer
settle harassment lawsuit

Deuel
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The European Union’s first constitution was
signed by EU leaders Friday in Rome. To take ef-
fect in 2007, it must be ratified by all 25 EU parlia-
ments and the European Parliament. At least nine
EU nations plan to put the charter to a referen-
dum.

PREAMBLE: Europe is based on “equality of
persons, freedom, respect for reason,” and draws
“inspiration from the cultural, religious and hu-
manist inheritance of Europe.” It proclaims: “The
people of Europe are determined to transcend
their ancient divisions, and, united ever more close-
ly, to forge a common destiny.”

CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: A
50-article charter enshrines rights including free-
dom of speech and religion, as well as the right to
shelter, education, collective labor bargaining and
fair working conditions.

SYMBOLS: Enshrines the EU flag — a circle of
12 golden stars on a blue background. Designates
Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy” as EU anthem.

Makes euro official currency. Provides for offi-
cial motto: “United in Diversity.” Proclaims May 9
Europe Day.

EUROPEAN PRESIDENT: Chosen by EU lead-
ers for maximum five-year term to chair EU sum-
mits, represent EU abroad.

EUROPEAN FOREIGN MINISTER: New post.

Chairs EU foreign minister meetings; formulates
policy on issues from terrorism to peacekeeping.

MORE MAJORITY VOTING: Ends national ve-
toes in almost 50 new policy areas, including judi-
cial and police cooperation, education and econom-
ic policy.

Preserves requirement for unanimity in foreign
and defense policy, social security, taxation and
culture.

MORE ’FLEXIBLE’ UNION: Makes it easier
for some countries to opt out of EU policies they
don’t like. Or band together and forge ahead in inte-
gration without others being able to stop them. Al-
lows nations to voluntarily leave bloc.

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: Currently 732
seats, the European Parliament will grow to a max-
imum of 750 members in the EU of 25 nations and
when it expands further. The assembly gets more
powers — especially in justice and interior affairs
— to influence or reject EU legislation.

TRIMMING EUROPEAN COMMISSION: Cuts
EU executive office from current 30 members to
two-thirds of the number of member states, or 17,
starting in 2014.

Commissioners will be selected on a rotation sys-
tem among the 25 member states, and will sit for
five-year terms.

— The Associated Press

Basics of the agreement

BY JOCELYN GECKER

The Associated Press

CLAMART, France — Palestinian lead-
er Yasser Arafat, suffering from a serious
but mystery illness, was flown to France
and rushed to a military hospital for treat-
ment Friday — ending nearly three years
of Israeli-imposed confinement at his bat-
tered West Bank compound.

The 75-year old Arafat arrived on a
French military jet at an airfield southwest
of Paris and was taken by helicopter to the
nearby Hopital d’Instruction des Armees
de Percy, landing on a rooftop helipad.

Paramedics carried Arafat on a stretch-
er from the roof into the hospital, with his
wife, Suha, at his side.

Palestinian Civil Affairs Minister Jamil
Tarifi, who was on the plane with Arafat,
said his condition was “good, thank God.”

“He was normal,” Tarifi said.

The Percy hospital has a major trauma
center and also specializes in the treatment
of blood disorders, said Christian Estrip-
eau, head of communications for military
health services.

Arafat has been sick for the past two
weeks and blood tests have revealed he has
a low platelet count — a possible symptom
of leukemia or other cancers or a number

of other maladies. Doctors said they need
to run more tests to find the cause.

Arafat’s personal physician, Dr. Ashraf

Kurdi, ruled out leukemia on Thursday.
However, an Arafat confidant, Dr. Ahmed
Tibi, said Friday that “at this point, no pos-

sibility has been eliminated.” Tibi, an Israe-
li Arab legislator, said Israeli intelligence

officials have speculated that Arafat might
be suffering from leukemia and he indicat-
ed that Arafat might have some symptoms

of the disease.

Hours earlier, Arafat had a somber de-
parture from his sandbagged Ramallah

headquarters, seen off by a few hundred
loyalists gathered on a rain-slicked tarmac.
At daybreak, Arafat, wearing a gray fur hat
and an olive-colored jacket, was helped
into a Jordanian military helicopter out-
side his headquarters.

He looked pale and jaundiced, but tried
to smile as loyalists whistled and chanted,
“With our spirit and our blood, we will re-
deem you, Abu Ammar,” using his nom de
guerre.

Senior Palestinian officials were to hold
a first round of meetings to discuss the situ-
ation Saturday. Arafat has persistently re-
fused to appoint a successor and did not
name a stand-in during his absence.

BY ROBERT WIELAARD

The Associated Press

ROME — European leaders on
Friday signed the EU’s first consti-
tution, a diplomatic triumph they
hope will give the union a sharper
international profile and speed up
decision-making in a club now em-
bracing 25 nations.

The treaty was the result of 28
months of sometimes acrimonious
debate between the 25 EU govern-
ments and now faces ratification
in national parliaments. At least
nine EU nations also plan to put it
to a referendum, increasing chanc-
es that it may not take effect in
2007 as scheduled.

A “no” result in any country
would stop the constitution in its
tracks.

The EU leaders signed the docu-
ment at the Campidoglio, a
Michaelangelo-designed complex
of buildings on Rome’s Capitoline
Hill, along with the leaders of Ro-
mania, Bulgaria, Turkey and
Croatia — four candidates for EU
membership.

French President Jacques
Chirac told reporters the constitu-
tion deepens “the roots of peace
and democracy on our continent.
For centuries and centuries we
have fought each other and we
have paid heavily with tears, blood
and waste.”

The event was overshadowed
by a dispute over the makeup of
the next EU executive — particu-
larly over a conservative Italian
nominee, Rocco Buttiglione, who
is opposed by a large segment of

the 732-member European Parlia-
ment.

On the margins of the signing,
the leaders sought to resolve the
dispute over Buttiglione, who was
nominated as justice commission-
er. The conservative Catholic and
papal confidant raised concerns
by saying he believed homosexual-
ity is a sin and that women are bet-
ter off married and at home.

The constitution foresees sim-

pler voting rules to end decision
gridlock in a club that ballooned to
25 members this year and plans to
absorb half a dozen more in the
years ahead.

It includes new powers for the
European Parliament and ends na-
tional vetoes in 45 new policy

areas — including judicial and po-
lice cooperation, education and
economic policy — but not in for-
eign and defense policy, social se-
curity, taxation or cultural mat-
ters.

“The seeming madness of our
founding fathers has become a

splendid reality,” Silvio Berlusco-
ni, the Italian premier, said in a
speech earlier. “Never in history
have we seen an example of na-
tions voluntarily deciding to exer-
cise their sovereign powers jointly
in the exclusive interests of their
peoples, thus overcoming age-old
impulses of rivalry and distrust.”

BY TONY CZUCZKA

The Associated Press

BERLIN — German lawmakers Friday ex-
panded the rights of same-sex couples, allow-
ing registered domestic partners to adopt
the other’s child and bringing rules on split-
ting up and alimony in line with those for het-
erosexual marriages.

Parliament’s lower house passed the
changes drafted by Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder’s center-left government over the
objections of opposition conservatives.

“This is a good day for gays and lesbians,”
Greens lawmaker Volker Beck told his col-
leagues. “We are making another step on the
long road to equal rights.”

The new law stops short of giving homo-
sexuals who are legally recognized as cou-
ples under Germany’s domestic partnership
law full rights to adopt children. But if one of
the partners has a child or brings one into
the partnership, the other partner now can
legally adopt the child if neither parent ob-
jects.

Before registering their partnership, gay
couples will be able to get engaged as hetero-
sexuals do, a step that grants certain legal
rights in Germany, such as the right not to
testify against one’s partner in court.

Laws on separation, divorce, alimony and
division of assets are also being extended to
gay couples.

Although Germany does not permit gay
marriage, about 5,000 gay couples have reg-
istered domestic partnerships in Germany
under a law, pushed through by Schroeder’s
government, that took effect on Aug. 1, 2001.

European leaders sign EU constitution

Germany house
expands rights
of gay couples

IN THE WORLD

Arafat arrives
for treatment
outside Paris

AP

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat blows kisses Friday as he is helped out of a helicopter

upon arriving in Amman, Jordan. Arafat has arrived in France and will be treated at a mili-

tary hospital outside Paris, the French Defense Ministry said Friday.

AP

British Premier Tony Blair, left,

talks to French President Jacques

Chirac as they make their way to

the signing ceremony of the EU

constitution in Rome’s Capitoline

Hill on Friday.
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BY BRUCE MEYERSON

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — For at least a de-
cade, phone companies have been
promising to rewire America with
fiber-optic cables. Now, with a
romp of regulatory victories in
hand, the regional Bells say
they’re free to make good on that
ambitious plan to bring light-
ning-fast Web and TV services to
all the nation’s homes.

In recent days, the nation’s
three biggest local phone compa-
nies announced plans to expand
their fiber deployments, an en-
deavor that may take years to pay
off for Verizon Communications
Inc., SBC Communications Inc.
and BellSouth Corp.

Some analysts wonder whether
the companies can even afford the
tens of billions of dollars it will
cost to replace the copper in their
networks. Further, the Bells will
need to secure good enough terms
on TV programming and lure
enough customers from cable and
satellite operators to justify the in-
vestment.

Skeptics also worry that govern-
ment regulation may yet be used
by the Bells as an excuse to stall.

But with cable TV and cellular
companies offering their own
phone and broadband services,
the Bells maintain it’s out with the
copper, and in with the fiber.

To that end, Verizon announced
last week that six more communi-

ties in three states are being of-
fered its new fiber-based Internet
service, first introduced to the Dal-
las suburb of Keller in August. Ve-
rizon also said fiber is now being
installed in communities in nine
states encompassing about
700,000 homes and businesses.

And to further demonstrate its
resolve, Verizon said it is hiring
5,000-to-7,000 people for the job
and negotiating with content pro-
viders to introduce TV and video
services by sometime next year.

A day earlier, SBC said it had
placed a $1.7 billion order with Al-
catel SA of France for network
equipment and video system inte-
gration services.

Those announcements came
about a week after the Bells re-
sponded to favorable rulings by
the Federal Communications
Commission — including one
widely reported decision that has
yet to be confirmed — by stepping
up their commitment to fiber.

SBC said its deployment, bud-
geted at $4 billion to $6 billion,
would deliver advanced services
to 18 million households within
three years rather than five as pre-
viously announced. BellSouth,
which leads its peers with fiber al-
ready strung to the curb at 1.1 mil-
lion homes, said it was increasing
next year’s deployment by 40 per-
cent to about 180,000 homes.

Verizon stood by its projection
to reach about 1 million homes at
a cost of $800 million and another

2 million homes in 2005, though
anecdotal evidence suggests it,
too, has picked up the pace.

“Every discussion we’ve had
with people close to [Verizon’s]
project indicate they are moving,
and moving faster than the public-
ly announced plans,” said Albert
Lin, industry analyst for Ameri-
can Technology Research. “Con-
tractors working on that program
are making installations of equip-
ment that would not make sense
to install unless you were plan-
ning to introduce service.”

Only Verizon’s blueprint actual-
ly calls for the fiber to stretch
right into the home. The plan at
BellSouth is to bring fiber to the
curb, or within about 500 feet of
most homes, and then complete
the connection over the existing
copper lines. SBC wants to extend
fiber to the neighborhood, or with-
in about 5,000 feet of homes be-
fore handing off to copper.

Verizon’s approach is by far the
most expensive — costs may
range from $800 to $2,500 per
home — but could theoretically de-
liver hundreds or thousands of
times the amount of bandwidth al-
lowed by today’s copper wires.

The route chosen by SBC and
BellSouth represents a compro-
mise between cost, deployment
time and bandwidth.

It’s also a bet that advances
with DSL technology will let them
shoot their signals across a short-
er expanse of copper with enough

speed to handle multimedia and
interactive video. But it also gives
them more time to ensure that the
regulatory coast remains clear.

Yet while all three companies
are definitely digging up more ca-
bles and restringing more tele-
phone poles than ever before,
doubts remain.

To begin with, if the Democrats
manage to recapture the White
House next week, the FCC might
tilt back toward forcing competi-
tion by requiring the Bells to lease
their local lines to rivals such as
AT&T Corp. at low govern-
ment-set rates.

The Bells would likely slam the
brakes on their investment with a
return to that policy: Given a
choice of local phone providers
for the first time, nearly 20 mil-
lion homes and small businesses
switched their service from the
Bells between 2002 and early
2004.

The regulatory tide turned in
March with a court decision that

threw out the line-sharing pro-
cess. The FCC has since voted
twice to protect different types of
fiber deployment from any shar-
ing obligations, and a third such
decision has reportedly already
been made.

Some skeptics contend that re-
wiring the nation will cost so
much that even the Bells’ new-
found regulatory confidence isn’t
enough to justify the investment.

SBC, BellSouth and Verizon are
all heavily in debt and pouring
money as it is into upgrading their
wireless operations with ad-
vanced technologies that would
compete at least partly with the
services to be delivered over
fiber.

Then again, those very same
concerns could be masking long-
er-term plans at SBC and Bell-
South to install fiber all the way to
the home now that their wireless
joint venture, Cingular Wireless,
has completed a $41 billion pur-
chase of AT&T Wireless Services
Inc.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro ................................................... $1.3090
British pound ...................................... $1.88
Japanese yen (Oct. 30) .................... 104.00
South Korean won (Oct. 29) ........ 1,098.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................ 0.37698
British pound ................................... $1.8305
Canada (Dollar) .................................. 1.2234
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.51
Egypt (Pound) ..................................... 6.2547
Euro ..................................................... $1.2745
Hong Kong (Dollar) ........................... 7.7834
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 192.78
Iceland (Krona) ................................. 69.055
Israel (Shekel) ................................... 4.4603
Japan (Yen) ....................................... 106.21
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................. 0.29460
Norway (Krone) ..................................... 6.07
Philippines (Peso) ............................... 56.31
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .............................. 3.59
Singapore (Dollar) ............................. 1.6631
South Korea (Won) ....................... 1,124.00
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 1.13
Thailand (Baht) ................................... 41.09
Turkey (Lira) ............................ 1,471,000.00

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $426.00
Silver ..................................................... $7.16

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 4.75
Discount rate ......................................... 2.75
Federal funds market rate ............. 1.8125
3-month bill ............................................. xxx
30-year bond ........................................... xxx
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

The Associated Press

The warnings over the past
few years about college students
getting too deeply into cred-
it-card debt might be sinking in.
A study of about 310,000 cred-
it-card accounts found little dif-
ference in the way students and
older adults use credit cards.

About 88 percent of students’
accounts were paid up, com-
pared with 92 percent of older
adults and 88 percent of young
adults not in school. The aver-
age college-age balance was
$552, compared with $1,465 for
young adults and $2,342 for
older adults.

However, the percentage of
delinquent accounts was higher
among students (12 percent)
than adults (8 percent).

The report is published in the
November issue of the National
Association of Student Financial
Aid Administrators’ Journal of
Student Financial Aid.

The study was conducted by
the Georgetown University
Credit Research Center, with
data from active accounts from
2000 to 2001. The work was a
continuation of a Government
Accountability Office study
begun at the behest of members
of Congress alarmed about stu-
dents’ abuse of credit cards.

Phone firms get green light on fiber optics
Upgrades allow for cable TV competition

AP

Vinnie Sinatra, a fiber crewmember with SBC Communications Inc.,
uses a machine to push fiber-optic cable into an underground conduit
Oct. 22 in Buffalo Grove, Ill. Phone companies have been promising to
rewire America with fiber-optic cables for at least a decade. With a
recent romp of regulatory victories in hand, the regional Bells say
they’re now free to make good on that ambitious plan.

College students in red

YOUR MONEY

THURSDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,753.63 9,584.54 Dow Jones Industrials 10,004.54 +2.51 +.03 -4.30 +2.23
3,475.78 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,484.45 +9.25 +.27 +15.88 +19.12

314.59 243.26 Dow Jones Utilities 311.26 -1.15 -.37 +16.62 +22.78
6,798.12 5,851.14 NYSE Composite 6,670.50 +4.63 +.07 +3.57 +12.08
1,319.75 1,019.41 Amex Index 1,307.60 -7.24 -.55 +11.42 +23.34
2,153.83 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 1,975.74 +5.75 +.29 -1.38 +2.23
1,163.23 1,028.91 S&P 500 1,127.44 +2.04 +.18 +1.40 +7.69

618.46 532.17 S&P MidCap 600.90 -.71 -.12 +4.32 +9.78
606.42 506.43 Russell 2000 585.63 -1.55 -.26 +5.16 +10.42

11,371.14 9,983.49 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,049.24 +13.39 +.12 +2.31 +8.37

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 14 58.01 +.46 +.4
Armor Holdings ... 24 36.78 -.57 +39.8
Boeing .80 14 49.87 -.23 +18.3
Computer Sciences ... 18 49.70 -.05 +12.4
Engineered Sup Sys .04 19 47.80 +.13 -13.2
General Dynamics 1.44 18 102.72 -.60 +13.6
General Electric .80 22 34.03 +.08 +9.8
Halliburton .50 ... 36.25 -.47 +39.4
Harris Corp. .48 28 60.89 +.29 +60.4
Allied Signal .75 20 33.61 +.27 +.5
L-3 Communications .40 20 66.42 +.35 +29.3
Lockheed Martin 1.00 20 55.00 +.09 +7.0
NorthrpG s .92 19 52.24 +.49 +9.3
Raytheon .80 81 37.45 +.79 +24.7
Rockwell Intl. .66 24 41.66 -.10 +17.0
Sequa Corp. ... 41 54.44 +1.42 +11.1
Texas Instruments .10 24 24.34 +.60 -17.2
Textron Inc. 1.30 30 68.55 -.26 +20.1
United Technologies 1.40 17 92.07 -.83 -2.8

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 1071026 3.58 +.09
DeltaAir 285437 5.72 +.78
DrmwksA n 262357 38.75 ...
Pfizer 247992 28.71 -.33
TexInst 209391 24.34 +.60
NortelN lf 184815 3.33 +.04
ExxonMbl 182390 48.61 -.34
ViacomB 179856 36.00 +1.02
VerizonCm 151827 39.38 -.02
Citigrp 149880 44.26 +.71

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 1092013 36.96 +.23
SPDR 526261 113.24 +.36
SemiHTr 308358 32.40 +.20
IvaxCp s 101702 17.85 -1.77
iShJapan 94815 9.92 -.01
OilSvHT 87636 79.50 -1.99
DJIA Diam 78542 100.27 +.13
SP Engy 76968 34.66 -.62
iShRs2000 52124 116.40 -.43
WheatR g 37826 3.15 -.08

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

JDS Uniph 795673 3.14 -.37
Intel 656552 22.27 +.27
Microsoft 595584 28.01 -.14
Cisco 545122 18.95 +.40
SunMicro 399924 4.47 +.04
ApldMatl 378288 16.20 +.06
AskJvs 343246 26.58 -8.41
Oracle 303623 12.74 +.15
SiriusS 285453 3.93 +.04
Dndreon 252798 9.85 +1.90

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 36.08 +.07 +2.5
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 51.38 +.16 +2.6
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 27.18 ... +2.0
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 40.05 +.09 +2.7
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 18.01 +.02 +2.6
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 15.66 +.03 +.9
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 31.13 -.02 +3.0
AIM Investments A: Const p 21.22 +.02 -1.3
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.21 +.01 +4.0
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 32.15 +.13 +2.3
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 28.46 +.10 -.6
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 26.72 +.08 +3.7
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 20.50 +.05 +2.2
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 7.72 -.01 +3.5
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.14 +.03 +2.1
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.05 +.02 -.2
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.87 +.02 +2.5
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 40.34 +.21 +5.1
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 16.06 +.07 +1.7
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 14.65 -.12 -2.3
Scudder Funds S: Income S 12.99 +.01 +4.4
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.33 +.01 +3.0
Scudder Funds S: Devel 17.90 +.05 -5.0
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 12.73 -.02 +4.7

Saturday, October 30, 2004 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · PAGE 17



THOMAS E. KELSCH, Publisher
THOMAS BIERMANN, General Manager, Europe

LT. COL. CYRIL J. SOCHA, Commander

News and Editorial
DAVID MAZZARELLA, Editorial Director

DOUG CLAWSON, Managing Editor
ROBB GRINDSTAFF, Associate Editor
SAM AMRHEIN, Europe Bureau Chief

SCOTT BURGESS, Middle East Bureau Chief
JOE GROMELSKI, Electronic Edition Editor

ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITORS:
Sharon Olson, News  Peter Photikoe, Photo/Graphics
Brian Bowers, Features  Sean Moores, Sports

Addresses
U.S. MAIL: Unit 29480, APO AE 09211
INTERNATIONAL MAIL: Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim,

Germany
FAX: DSN 349-8416; civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601416
E-MAIL: News: news@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Letters: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil
CENTRAL OFFICE: 529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington DC

20045-1301. Phone DSN 312-763-0900 or civ. (+1) (202)
761-0900. Fax (+1) (202) 761-0890

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR: David Mazzarella, 529 14th St. NW, Suite
350, Washington, DC 20045-1301. Phone DSN 312- 763-0945 or
civ. (+1) (202) 761-0945.
E-mail:mazzarellad@stripes.osd.mil

OMBUDSMAN: Joe Ungaro. Send comments to: Ombudsman, Stars
and Stripes, 529 14th St. NW, Suite 350, Washington, D.C.
20045-1301. Phone civilian (+1) (401) 364-6032; fax
(+1) (401) 364-8696;
or e-mail: ombudsman@stripes.osd.mil.

How to call us
Editor: DSN 349-8237: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601237
Letters: DSN 349-8400: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601400
Sports: DSN 349-8225: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601225
Circulation: DSN 349-8437; civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601437
Advertising: DSN 349-8335/443;

civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601335/443.

News Bureaus
GERMANY (country code +49)

Bamberg: Rick Emert, 279th BSB, Unit 27535, Box 23541, APO AE
09139-7535; tel. DSN 469-7957 or civ. (0) 951/36896; fax DSN
469-8007 or civ. (0) 951/300-8007;
e-mail: emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Baumholder: Terry Boyd, 222nd BSB, APO AE 09034; tel. DSN
485-6089, or civ. (0) 6783-900776; e-mail:
boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Darmstadt: Kevin Dougherty, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211; tel. DSN
349-8406 or civ. (0) 6155-601406;
e-mail: doughertyk@mail.estripes.osd.mil; Ward Sanderson, Unit
29480, APO AE 09211; tel. DSN 349-8326 or civ. (0)
6155-601326; e-mail: sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil; Jessi-
ca Iñigo, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211; tel. DSN 349-8290 or civ.
(0) 6155-601290; e-mail: inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil
and Lisa Horn, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211; tel. DSN 349-8237 or
civ. (0) 6155-601237; e-mail: hornl@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Heidelberg/Mannheim: Jon R. Anderson, Room 117, Romerstr. 104,
69115 Heidelberg; tel. DSN 370-7010 or civ. (0) 6221/600554;
fax civ. (0) 6221/23421; e-mail:
andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil;

Kaiserslautern/Spangdahlem: Marni McEntee, APO AE 09227-3717;
tel. DSN 489-6585 or civ. (0) 631/52104 or (0) 631/57140; fax
civ. (0) 631/50696; e-mail: mcenteem@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Stuttgart: Charlie Coon, CMR 423, Box 465, APO AE 09107-0465;
tel. DSN 421-2088 or civ. 0711-7292088; e-mail:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Würzburg: Steve Liewer, Tel. DSN 350-6508 or civ. 0931-467-7001;
fax civ. (0) 0931-700372; e-mail: liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

ITALY
Aviano/Vicenza: Kent Harris, tel. DSN (314) 632-7652 or civ. (39)

0434-66-7652; second line DSN (314) 632-4222 or civ. (39)
0434-66-4222; e-mail: harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Naples: Jason Chudy, PSC 810, Box 56, FPO AE 09619; tel. DSN
626-5157 or civ. (+39) (081) 568-5157; fax DSN 626-5150 or
civ. (+39) (081) 568-5150; e-mail:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

SPAIN
Rota: Scott Schonauer, PSC 819, Box 1, FPO AE 09645; tel. DSN

727-1099 or civ. (+34) (956) 82-1099; fax DSN 727-1034 or
civ. (+34) (956) 82-1034
e-mail: schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BOSNIA
Tuzla: Stars and Stripes, Operation Joint Forge, APO AE 09789; tel.

civ. 00387-61-135974; e-mail: bosnia@mail.estripes.osd.mil
UNITED KINGDOM

RAF Mildenhall: Ron Jensen, Building 465 ECSS-UK, RAF Mildenhall,
APO AE 09459; tel. DSN 238-4868 or civ. (+44) (0)
1638/544868; fax civ. (+44) (0) 1638/ 718013;
e-mail: jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

WASHINGTON D.C.
Bureau editor: Patrick Dickson, 529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Wash-

ington DC 20045-1301; tel. (+1) (202) 761-0859;
e-mail: dicksonp@stripes.osd.mil

Sandra Jontz and Lisa Burgess, 529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Wash-
ington DC 20045-1301; tel civ. (+1) (703) 695-4792; fax civ.
(+1) (703) 693-6366;
e-mail: jontzs@stripes.osd.mil; burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Printed in Italy by Editrice Telestampa

---
Stars and Stripes (USPS 017252) is published daily (except Christmas

and New Year’s) for 50 cents daily and $1 Sunday by the Stars and Stripes
central office, 529 14th St. NW, Suite 350, Washington DC 20045-1301. Peri-
odicals postage paid at Washington, D.C. Postmaster: Send address changes
to European Stars and Stripes, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211.

© European and Pacific Stars and Stripes 2004
---

This newspaper is authorized for publication by the Department of De-
fense for members of the Military Services overseas. However, the con-
tents of the STARS and STRIPES are unofficial, and are not to be consid-
ered as the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, includ-
ing the Department of Defense or the U.S. European Command. As a DoD
newspaper, the STARS and STRIPES may be distributed through official
channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote and isolat-
ed locations where overseas DoD personnel are located.

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or
supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of De-
fense or the STARS and STRIPES of the products or services advertised.

Products or services advertised in this publication shall be made avail-
able for purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion, or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user, or patron.

STARS AND STRIPES WEB SITE: WWW.STRIPES.COM

Doonesbury  BY GARRY TRUDEAU

Tell us what you think
Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer’s address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330
APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A better film: ‘Mrs. Miniver’

I notice there’s still a lot of “Fahrenheit
9/11” press out there. It’s a movie I don’t
plan to see. I don’t think much of Michael
Moore’s effort; there is always some icono-
clastic ideologue hovering around to capi-
talize on catastrophe. Someone else can
have my seat.

But for an inspiring movie more appro-
priate for our times, watch “Mrs. Mini-
ver,” a 1942 black-and-white classic.

How is a 60-plus-year-old film applica-
ble today? Easy! It’s the story of an aver-
age English middle-class family whose ev-
eryday existence is turned upside down by
the Battle of Britain.

In the movie, you see folks from all
walks of life pulling together to stave off
the fury of the blitz while they each strug-
gle to understand a ruthless enemy and de-
cipher the twisted rationale that drives
him. It was filmed shortly after the Battle
of Britain had been waged and (barely)
won, yet the occasional German bomber
raids would continue. The dreaded buzz
bomb and V-2 rocket attacks were still a
few years away, as was D-Day, so World
War II’s outcome was uncertain. Thus, the
movie captures well a life-and-death strug-
gle that was ongoing for the United King-
dom at that time.

OK, jump ahead 60 years — “ruthless
enemy”? “Twisted rationale”? Yep, we can
learn a lot from that film, and the British
in general during that time in history. The
real message, and a darn good philosophy
for us today, come in the film’s last few
minutes. I won’t reveal the content of that
last scene, but, I’ll bet when you see it,
hear it, you will swear the text was written
just yesterday, solely for us in this decade.
Great stuff.

Air Force Col. John R. Culclasure

Brussels, Belgium

‘Snapshots’ were sickening

I just read “Snapshots send a message of
‘sorry’ ” (Oct. 17). Frankly, it sickens me.
What are these people sorry for? Toppling
a dictator and giving a nation back to its
people?

Being a decent human, it bothers me to

see civilians, especially children, caught
in the crossfire. It also bothers me to see
prisoners tortured.

But it bothers me just as much when sol-
diers deliver supplies to schools and have
teachers refuse the help, fearing reprisals
from insurgents. And where’s the uproar
to punish the terrorists beheading inno-
cent hostages?

These so-called “ordinary Americans”
forget that, for the first time in many
years, the Iraqi people will have a fair
chance to decide the future path of their
nation in January.

Just a few days ago, I was near a
mosque broadcasting anti-American,
pro-insurgent propaganda over its loud-
speakers. We took no action, just moni-
tored the situation from a respectful dis-
tance. Two years ago, had it been anti-Sad-
dam propaganda, the participants would
likely have been executed, along with
their families. Where’s the suffering
there?

Only 60 years ago, Germany and Japan
had cities levelled by strategic bombing.
Collateral damage is always regrettable,
but the collateral damage in this war
doesn’t even compare. This is due to preci-
sion guided weapons and American reluc-
tance to cause undue suffering.

The individuals in this apology cam-
paign have put themselves on a level with
Jane Fonda and a certain political figure’s
activities during the Vietnam conflict, by
demonizing and undermining the efforts
of American soldiers.

I say let’s invite these “ordinary Ameri-
cans” to the Sunni Triangle. Let them
dodge bombs and rocket-propelled gre-
nades, then put a smile on and hand candy
to kids, as our troops do every day. Let
them see what we should be so sorry for.

Staff Sgt. Mike Lewis
Camp Habbaniyah, Iraq

Freedom of religion

Thank you for enlightening me about
freedom of the press and an open market
place (“Keep religion out of paper,” Oct.
22).

I’m an American citizen and I serve my
country as a professional airman. If you’re
going to judge me, then examine the facts.
Here’s what I’m guilty of: I believe strong-
ly in the God of my faith and sincerely
making Him the center of my life. I’m
guilty of loving my family, attending
church, studying my Bible, protecting all
life, being part of my political system (i.e.
voting), and trying to be a good neighbor.

The First Amendment was written to
keep the state out of the church, not the
church out of the state. I find it troubling
that we as a freedom-loving pluralistic so-
ciety are frightened by religious views
that were the underpinning of our society
for generations. You don’t have to believe
in them, but why deny them equal access?

Do people do wrong things in the name
of religion? Yes. Does that change the be-
lief system? No. No more than a drunk, abu-
sive mathematician can change mathemat-
ical absolutes by behaving badly. A wise
philosopher once said, “Truth is truth re-
gardless of the consequences.”

Write me off as a narrow-minded
right-wing conservative Christian wacko if
you like. I’ve heard all the bigoted com-
ments; but I’m your co-worker and neigh-
bor. I don’t intend to cram any of my be-
liefs down your throat, but I’ll gladly share
my ideas and listen politely to yours.
That’s freedom!

Mike Burnette

Ramstein, Germany

Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Crane operator Lloyd Allen is

silhouetted against the rising moon

185 feet above the Electric Power

Board construction site in

Chattanooga, Tenn.

7-Eleven bonus

MI
ESSEXVILLE — Oh,
thank heaven: 7-Elev-

en employee Erin
Kappen got a bonus for hav-
ing a baby that weighed 7
pounds, 11 ounces.

Kappen cashed in on
her son, Parker John
VanWormer, who was
born Oct. 4. She got a
check for $711 from
Garb-Ko Inc., which
operates the 7-Eleven store where
she has worked part time for 18
months.

Saginaw-based Garb-Ko pays
the $711 bonus to any employee
giving birth to a 7-pound, 11-ounce
baby. It operates 90 stores in Michi-
gan, nine in Indiana and eight in
Ohio.

“It’s not something that happens
every day, but through the 26
years that I have been with this
company, it has happened several
times,” said Larry Hauck, the com-
pany’s marketing director.

Kappen, 22, of Bay City, said she
hoped to use the gift money to
open a bank account for Parker
and pay some bills.

“I had no idea they were going to
give me a check,” said Kappen. “I
never knew that they had a pro-
gram like that.”

Good rain, lots of deer

TX
COLLEGE STATION — Ex-
perts say abundant rain in

parts of Texas should make for a
good deer season this fall and early
winter. Texas Cooperative Exten-
sion reports the rain helped thick-
en the ground cover that provides
food and shelter for the animals.

Officials said the deer are look-
ing healthy. Texas is home to ap-
proximately 4 million deer, agency
officials said.

Free travel for soldiers

NE
GRAND ISLAND — A cen-
tral Nebraska business is of-

fering to pay travel expenses for a
Hall County soldier’s holiday
leave. CBS Insurance will hold a
drawing before Thanksgiving from
the names of troops serving
abroad. The military pays for a sol-
dier on leave to return to home
base, but travel home is a personal
expense.

Bobby handles NY crime

NY
NEW YORK — An English
police officer took a break

from his vacation to fight crime
and took home kudos from the
NYPD’s top cop.

Tourist Colin Webber and his
wife and fellow bobby, Claire,
were shopping in the city’s Dia-
mond District when they heard a
violent clash inside a jewelry out-
let.

Police said they believe two men
were arguing over a counterfeit
watch when one pulled a knife and
stabbed the other man three times
in the chest, then smashed a mir-
ror over his head.

When the man with the knife
tried to flee, the 6-foot-2 Webber in-
stinctively tackled him and forced
him to drop his weapon.

“There was really no time to
think,” the burly bobby said.

“Someone said, ‘Grab him,’ and I
did. ... I just took him down.”

Police Commissioner Raymond
Kelly presented Webber, 37, with
an award for his bravery a few
hours before he was to board a
flight home. The officer, wearing
sweat pants and sneakers, accept-
ed with a shrug.

The publicity, he quipped, “will
probably cost me a round of beer”
when he reports for duty on his reg-
ular beat.

After Webber subdued the sus-
pect, friends of the victim began
kicking the man in the head. Claire
Webber, 38, was credited with
keeping them at bay until officers
arrived.

The alleged attacker was arrest-
ed and charged with attempted
murder. The victim was in stable
condition at a hospital.

Milk prices rise

HI
HILO — The state Board of
Agriculture gave its final ap-

proval to a proposal to raise the
minimum price Big Island dairy
farmers are paid for their milk by
25.8 cents per raw gallon.

The minimum, which has stood
at $2.02 since 1991, would rise to
$2.28, if Gov. Linda Lingle gives
her final approval after the propos-
al is reviewed by several state de-
partments, the Department of Agri-
culture said.

The increase, which would bene-
fit five Big Island dairies, would
not regulate the wholesale or retail
prices of milk, which are set by a

milk processor and re-
tailers, the depart-

ment said.

“A cost production
study by the Hawaii De-

partment of Agriculture
showed that this increase
in the minimum price re-
quested by Big Island

dairy farmers was justified
and appropriate,” board chair-
woman Sandra Lee Kunimoto
said.

“The Big Island is the only
island that is self-sufficient in

milk and even sends milk to other
islands, and it’s crucial that we all
support ‘Island Fresh’ milk, includ-
ing retailers and consumers,” she
said.

The dairy farmers asked for the
rate increase last December, and
the board gave its preliminary ap-
proval in April. A public hearing
on the issue was held Sept. 27.

The dairy farmers have noted
their operational costs — including
transportation and shipping, fuel,
health insurance, workers’ com-
pensation, feed, utilities and labor
— have risen over the years.

Secession on ballot

NJ
VERONA — A referendum
on next week’s ballot asks

voters whether they favor seced-
ing from Essex County. Such a
move would require approval by
the Legislature, which even town-
ship officials call extremely unlike-
ly. Critics say the votes amount to
little more than a safety valve to let
frustrated property owners vent
about soaring property taxes.

Bath house art

AR
HOT SPRINGS — The Na-
tional Park Rotary Club

heard a proposal to open a new
Hot Springs Museum of Contempo-
rary Art in one of the city’s historic
bath houses. The proposal includes
a goal to collect 500 pieces from
the world’s top 500 artists. Hot
Springs National Park Superinten-
dent Josie Fernandez said she
liked the plan, but funding must be
secured.

Fork art goes missing

ND
GRAND FORKS — It’s an
Unforkettable crime: Au-

thorities in Grand Forks are
searching for a grand fork.

The 6-foot-tall utensil that disap-
peared over is among about 50 in
an “Unforkettable” collection scat-
tered around the city.

Chamber of Commerce Presi-
dent Dan Schenkein says he saw
the fork — which was decorated to
look like a train — bolted to a spe-
cial foundation. It was gone when
another employee arrived, he said.

The missing fork was designed
by artist Kim Dohrman as a nod to
the Chamber building’s former life
as a train depot.

“We continually have people
coming down here [to see it],”
Schenkein said. “It’s really a fun
community asset, and it’s too bad
somebody had to spoil it for oth-
ers.”

Schenkein hopes the fork was
taken as a random prank and that
someone will return it.

Businesses paid $1,500 to pur-
chase the forks. Most of the money
went to benefit the project’s spon-
sors, the Community Violence In-
tervention Center and a regional
family health program.

A herd of grazing sheep are keeping the grass

mowed on the capped landfill in Keene, N.H.

Janet Hilton, of Panama City Beach, Fla.,

shows off her pet cockatoo Ze just before

she won the pet-owner look-alike category at the Fantasy Fest Pet Mas-

querade and Parade in Key West, Fla.

Night shift work

Sheep mowers

An unidentified ghoul scares Fort Walton

Beach Jaycees’ Haunted House visitors, front

to back, Candace Tilley, Sydney Meldenson, 11, and Nikki Guillot, as

they run through the scary room in Mary Esther, Fla.

Two of a kind

Ghoulish scare

PAGE 20 · S T A R S A N D S T



A flopping trout put a fright into the faces of, from left, Alex Schaedler, 4, Annie Temple,

5, and Sam Carroll, 4, as Billie Thompson of the Johnson County Park Police tried to cor-

ral the fish at Heritage Park Lake in Overland Park, Kan.

Naming rights settlement

OH
COLUMBUS — SBC Com-
munications agreed to pay

about $1 million for the naming
rights to the Ohio State-Michigan
football game for the next two
years. When the rivals meet for the
101st time on Nov. 20 in Columbus,
the matchup will be called the SBC
Michigan-Ohio State Classic.

Murky water is safe

UT
DRAPER — Draper’s
water has acquired an odd

color, odor and taste since heavy
rains began, but health officials
say it’s still safe to drink. A manag-
er for the company that serves
nearly two-thirds of Draper likens
the taste to tea made from fallen
leaves. He said the coloration prob-
lem occurs in the fall when storm
water soaks through leaves before
entering the drinking water sys-
tem.

Baby’s parents charged

TX
HOUSTON — The parents
of a 2-month-old boy who

died weighing only 5 pounds have
been arrested.

Jolene Diana Valencia, 19, and
Adrian Castillo, 21, were each
charged with injury to a child by
omission, said Sgt. Mike Smith of
the Harris County Sheriff’s Homi-
cide Division. The baby, Saul
Castillo, died at a Houston hospi-
tal.

Criminal complaints accuse the
parents of failing to provide ade-
quate food and medical care.

The couple took the infant to Me-
morial Hermann Southwest Hospi-
tal at about 3 a.m. after finding him
unresponsive and discolored at
their apartment, Smith said. The
parents, who said that the child
had been eating, could not provide
a valid explanation for the child’s
weight.

Growth charts showed the baby
should have weighed 9 pounds,
Smith said.

Doctors at the hospital, where
the baby had been born prema-
ture, were unable to revive him,
Smith said.

Besides the baby’s emaciated
state, there were no other obvious
injuries to his body, authorities
said .

Two other children in the fami-
ly’s home, 1- and 2-year-old boys,
appeared to be in good condition
and were taken into custody by
Child Protective Services, a spokes-
woman for the agency said.

Castillo’s bail was set at $50,000,
and Valencia’s is set at $30,000.

Mentally ill man can’t vote

MO
JEFFERSON CITY — A
federal judge declined to

allow a mentally ill man to vote in
next week’s election but agreed to
hear his challenge later to a Mis-
souri law that denies voting rights
to some who are mentally ill.

U.S. District Judge Ortrie Smith
said presuming the man is compe-
tent to vote is risky and “any out-
come that permits a potentially in-
valid ballot to be cast should be
avoided.”

Steven Prye said he moved to St.
Louis from Illinois earlier this year
and tried to register to vote, but
wasn’t allowed because he has a

court-appointed guardian in Illi-
nois. A court is considering wheth-
er to appoint one for him in Missou-
ri.

Under the Missouri Constitution
and state law, those who have a
guardian because of “mental inca-
pacity” cannot vote and can face
criminal charges if they do.

The suit alleges the Missouri
election law violates the U.S. Con-
stitution’s due process and equal
protection clauses and the federal
Americans with Disabilities Act.

According to the lawsuit, the
51-year-old Prye is a former law
professor with schizoaffective dis-
order who has had a guardian
since December 2003. The suit
says Prye taught at Vermont Law
School and the University of Illi-
nois Law School The Bazelon Cen-
ter for Mental Health Law and the
American Civil Liberties Union
are helping represent Prye.

The Bazelon Center said the suit
could have national implications.

State logo, slogan vote

KY
FRANKFORT — Ken-
tucky’s new logo and slogan

will be decided by a public vote,
and it could be a close horse race.

That’s because three of the four
choices involve images of horses:
“Kentucky: Unbridled Spirit,”
“Kentucky: Limitless” and “Ken-
tucky: Where Legends Are Born.”
The only non-equine choice is
“Kentucky: Make History.”

Gov. Ernie Fletcher announced
that people will be able to vote
over the Internet, through the mail
or in person at welcome centers, re-
sort parks and tourist attractions
around the state.

Each week, the candidate with
the least amount of votes will be
eliminated, until the final one is de-
cided the day before Thanksgiv-
ing. The contest is open to resi-
dents and nonresidents alike.

City contract corruption

CT
STAMFORD — State inves-
tigators probing possible

corruption are looking into city con-
tracts and scrutinizing renovation
work at the mayor’s home, The AP
has learned.

Investigators with the Chief
State’s Attorney’s office have re-
quested details on city and school
contracts dating back five years,
according to sources familiar with
the investigation, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity.

The inquiry involved about 200
requests issued by the city for pro-
posals, according to Ben Barnes,
the city’s director of administra-
tion.

The sources said investigators
are also looking into contracts for
the management of a city-owned
nursing home and the operation of
a cafeteria in a government build-
ing — projects for which Republi-
cans claim the winning bidders
contributed to Mayor Dannel Mal-
loy’s upcoming Democratic guber-
natorial campaign.

Malloy, 49, who is running for
governor in 2006, asked city offi-
cials earlier this month to seek
new bids on those contracts.

Malloy — the city’s longest serv-
ing mayor, since 1995 — has de-
nied any wrongdoing and said he
welcomes the inquiry.

Stories and photos from wire services

Michael Penner slides on his back after playing in a mud football game with other

kids at his family’s farm in Longview, Wash.

Precious, an 18-year-old English mastiff, lies on the sidewalk dressed in an angel

costume in Miami Beach, Fla. The dog’s owner was handing out flyers for a local costume
store.

Fun in the mud

Grossed out

Angel pooch
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AFRTS Television Schedule
Updated sports listings are available on the first Scoreboard page in the sports section or AFN's Web site at http://myafn.dodmedia.osd.mil/

(AFN-FAMILY) (AFN-MOVIE) (AFN-EUROPE) (AFN-KOREA) (AFN-NEWS) (AFN-SPORTS) (SPECTRUM) (AFN-PACIFIC)
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9:30
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10:30
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21:30
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23:00
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00:00
00:30
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1:30
2:00
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3:00
3:30
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10:00
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13:00
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18:30
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19:30
20:00
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21:00
21:30
22:00
22:30
23:00
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Jackie Chan Adventures
Kim Possible “Queen Bebe”

Teen Titans Slade’s identity.

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turt.
Dragonball GT
X-Men: Evolution
Teen Kids News (EI)

Tutenstein (EI)

Endurance (EI)

Scout’s Safari “Visitor” (EI)

Animal Kidding

Most Extreme: Horrors

Hercules:The Legendary Jour-
neys “The Warrior Princess”

Hey Arnold!
Rocket Power
SpongeBob SquarePants
Bugs Bunny’s Howl-O Ween
Scary Godmother Halloween
Spooktakular

What’s New Scooby-Doo?
Movie ((* “Hocus Pocus”
(1993, Comedy) Bette Midler,
Sarah Jessica Parker.

My So-Called Life “Halloween”

The Simpsons
The Simpsons

(:07) Movie ((* “Ground-
hog Day” (1993, Comedy) Bill
Murray. A TV weatherman is
trapped in a Feb. 2 time warp.

Movie (((* “In a Lonely
Place” (1950, Drama) Humphrey
Bogart, Gloria Grahame.

(:45) Movie (((* “The Ele-
phant Man” (1980, Drama)
John Hurt, Anthony Hopkins.
Based on the life of the mon-
strously deformed John Mer-
rick.
Movie ((( “La Bamba”
(1987) Lou Diamond Phillips. A
fact-based account of Ritchie
Valens’ (1941-59) career.

Movie ((( “Desert Bloom”
(1986, Drama) Jon Voight. A
teenager comes to terms with
her family’s problems.

Movie (( “Scary Movie 3”
(2003, Comedy) Anna Faris,
Anthony Anderson.

(:35) Movie ((( “The Per-
fect Storm” (2000, Drama)
George Clooney, Mark
Wahlberg. A fishing boat sails
into the storm of the century.

Movie (( “The Amityville
Horror” (1979) James Brolin.

Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius
All That
Lizzie McGuire
Switched!
Focus on the Force
American Adventurer
Access Hollywood

WWE Raw

According to Jim
Half & Half
CSI: Miami “Extreme”

Law & Order: Special Victims
Unit “Escape”

Headline News
Navy/Marine Corps News
College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

College Football Teams to Be
Announced. (Live)

Radio Free Roscoe
American Adventurer
Access Hollywood

Headline News
ESPNews
George Lopez
Half & Half (Part 2 of 2)

CSI: Miami “Extreme”

Law & Order: Special Victims
Unit “Escape”

Headline News
Saturday Night Live

Kickin’ It Latest in music and
trends.

Sports (Live)

Sports (Live)

Nightline
Nightly Business Report
Hardball With Chris Matthews

Dateline NBC

The O’Reilly Factor

CNN Saturday Morning

20/20

Today

Wall Street Journal Report
America’s Black Forum
News From CNN

Dateline NBC

Headline News
Air Force TV News
20/20

FOX News

FOX News

(8:00) SportsCenter
NFL Matchup
Baseball Tonight

SportsCenter

Sports

NFL Live
SportsCenter
College Gameday

College Football Teams to Be
Announced.

College Football Teams to Be
Announced.

Clean House

BBQ With Bobby Flay
$40-a-Day
Hollywood Heroes

101 Most Unforgettable SNL
Moments

Intimate Portrait “Swoosie
Kurtz”

Antiques Roadshow “Kansas
City, Missouri” (Part 3 of 3)

Star Trek: Voyager “Emana-
tions”

Ripley’s Believe It or Not

Fear Factor

What Not to Wear “Amanda”
Amanda could pass for 12.

Trading Spaces Bedroom
make-overs.

Crossing Jordan “Most Likely”

1-800-Missing “Insomnia”

Friends
Seinfeld “The Face Painter”

The Real World
Punk’d

Radio Free Roscoe
American Adventurer
Access Hollywood

Headline News
ESPNews
According to Jim
Half & Half (Part 2 of 2)

CSI: Miami “Extreme”

Law & Order: Special Victims
Unit “Escape”

Headline News
Saturday Night Live

Kickin’ It Latest in music and
trends.

Sports (Live)

Sports (Live)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2004

Futurama “Xmas Story”

Bugs Bunny’s Howl-O Ween
Scary Godmother Halloween
Spooktakular

What’s New Scooby-Doo?
Movie ((* “Hocus Pocus”
(1993, Comedy) Bette Midler,
Sarah Jessica Parker.

Sesame Street (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Thankful”

Barney & Friends (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Thankful”

Sylvester & Tweety
Scooby-Doo, Where Are You!
The Magic School Bus (EI)

Adventures-Book of Virtues
House of Mouse
Animaniacs
Ed, Edd n Eddy
Fillmore! “A Cold Day at X”

Out There
Planet’s Funniest Animals
In the Mix
Happy Days
Movie (* “The Big Green”
(1995, Comedy) Steve Gutten-
berg, Olivia d’Abo.

Movie ((* “Beverly Hills
Family Robinson” (1997)
Dyan Cannon, Martin Mull.

Hey Arnold!
Rocket Power
SpongeBob SquarePants
Rugrats
The Crocodile Hunter “Croc
Live” Steve confronts sharks.

America’s Funniest Home
Videos

Gilmore Girls “Ted Koppel’s
Big Night Out”

American Dreams Jack press-
es Helen to quit her job.

The Cosby Show
Home Improvement
Touched by an Angel
“Groundrush”

(11:00) Movie (( “The Ami-
tyville Horror” (1979, Horror)

(:10) Movie ((( “Smokey
and the Bandit” (1977, Come-
dy) Burt Reynolds, Jackie Glea-
son, Sally Field.

Movie “Scary Movie 3”
(:35) Movie ((( “The Per-
fect Storm” (2000, Drama)
George Clooney, Mark
Wahlberg. A fishing boat sails
into the storm of the century.

Movie ((( “Ghost” (1990,
Fantasy) Patrick Swayze, Demi
Moore. A murder victim returns
to save his beloved fiancee.

(:11) Movie ((( “Before
Sunrise” (1995) Ethan Hawke.

(:11) Movie ((( “Before
Sunrise” (1995) Ethan Hawke.
Two young travelers share a
whirlwind romance in Vienna.

Movie ((“Crossroads” (1986)
Ralph Macchio, Joe Seneca. A
guitarist joins the search for a
missing blues recording.

(12:48) Movie ((( “While
You Were Sleeping” (1995,
Comedy) Sandra Bullock, Bill
Pullman, Peter Gallagher.

(2:48) Movie (((( “Platoon”
(1986, Drama) Tom Berenger. A
soldier embarks on a yearlong
tour of duty in Vietnam.

Movie (((* “The Truman
Show” (1998) Jim Carrey. A
man learns that his world is
one continuous TV program.

Movie ((( “The Others”
(2001, Horror) Nicole Kidman.
Strange occurrences plague a
widow at an isolated mansion.

Movie (* “Red Planet”
(2000) Val Kilmer, Carrie-Anne
Moss. Marooned astronauts
struggle to survive on Mars.

Movie ((( “The Termina-
tor” (1984) Linda Hamilton

ESPNews
ESPNews
Saturday Night Live

America’s Funniest Home
Videos

The Entertainers

The American Athlete
Headline News
Hour of Power
Celebration of Victory
Coral Ridge Hour
Word in the World
Cafe Video Christian music.

Madeline Versailles museum.

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Movie “Phantom of the
Megaplex” (2000, Adventure)
Taylor Handley, Jacob Smith.

SpongeBob SquarePants
Destinations
Ebert-Movies
Headline News
Air Force TV News
Sports

WWE Smackdown!

Stargate SG-1 Carter must run
from an unstoppable foe.

Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- St. Louis at Buffalo, De-
troit at Dallas, Green Bay at
Washington or N.Y. Giants at
Minnesota. (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- Atlanta Falcons at Denver
Broncos or Carolina Panthers at
Seattle Seahawks. (Live)

Headline News
Air Force TV News
Sports

Madeline Versailles museum.

Reading Rainbow (EI)

The Three Stooges
The Three Stooges
Gilligan’s Island
The Simpsons “Faith Off”

MotorWeek
Ebert-Movies
WWE SmackDown!

Stargate SG-1 Carter must run
from an unstoppable foe.

Headline News
ESPNews
Smallville “Relic”

2004 Radio Music Awards

Headline News
Scrubs “My Day Off”

Meet the Press

America’s Black Forum
Access Hollywood

ESPNews
Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- St. Louis at Buffalo, De-
troit at Dallas, Green Bay at
Washington or N.Y. Giants at
Minnesota. (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- Atlanta Falcons at Denver
Broncos or Carolina Panthers at
Seattle Seahawks. (Live)

Headline News
McLaughlin Group (N)

The Capital Gang

Washington Week in Review
Headline News
CNN Saturday Night

Dateline International

Larry King Live

CNN Saturday Night

The Beltway Boys
Fox News Watch
Make It Count
America’s Black Forum
The Chris Matthews Show
Navy/Marine Corps News
FOX News

Big Story Weekend Edition

CNN Presents

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

CBS News Sunday Morning

Face the Nation
Make It Count
Navy/Marine Corps News
Late Edition Primetime

FOX News

FOX News

CNN Sunday

Meet the Press

(9:30) College Football Teams
to Be Announced.

College Gameday

Sports

College Gameday

Inside the NFL

Sports

SportsCenter

Sports

Sports Reporters
SportsCenter
NFL Countdown

SportsCenter

Sports

Sports

Mad TV

Trading Spaces “San Diego:
Elm Ridge” Bedroom make-
overs.

1-800-Missing “Insomnia”

Friends
Seinfeld “The Face Painter”

Breathingspace Yoga
Caribbean Workout
Area

Swamp Critters
Harvest
Music and the Spoken Word
Real Videos
Latin Lifestyles
Urban Style
Fantasy Camp
Roker on the Road
Radical Sabbatical
All-American Festivals
The Suze Orman Show

Celebrity Poker Showdown

Special Forces: Untold Sto-
ries “British Sas”

JAG “Family Secrets”

The Best Of
Good Eats
My Wife and Kids
King of the Hill
Hope & Faith
The King of Queens
Last Comic Standing

NCIS “Sub Rosa”

Friends
Seinfeld
Mad TV

Headline News
Air Force TV News
Sports

Madeline Versailles museum.

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Movie “Phantom of the
Megaplex” (2000, Adventure)
Taylor Handley, Jacob Smith.

SpongeBob SquarePants
MotorWeek
Ebert-Movies
WWE SmackDown!

Stargate SG-1 Carter must run
from an unstoppable foe.

Headline News
ESPNews
Smallville “Relic”

2004 Radio Music Awards

Headline News
Scrubs “My Day Off”

Meet the Press

America’s Black Forum
Access Hollywood

ESPNews
Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- St. Louis at Buffalo, De-
troit at Dallas, Green Bay at
Washington or N.Y. Giants at
Minnesota. (Live)

NFL Football Regional Cover-
age -- Atlanta Falcons at Denver
Broncos or Carolina Panthers at
Seattle Seahawks. (Live)

PAGE 22 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · Saturday, October 30, 2004



BY GLENN LOVELL

San Jose Mercury News

SAN FRANCISCO — Christopher Walken works a lot.
As best he can figure, he has made “about a hundred
movies” since appearing in “Annie Hall” and “The Deer
Hunter” in the late ’70s. That’s an astounding number,
given that the average Hollywood star makes one film,
possibly two, every 18 months or so.

“Work? It’s my favorite thing to do, and I don’t really
have anything else that I do,” says Walken, 61, during a
stopover in San Francisco to talk up “Around the Bend,”
an oddball reunion picture in which, for the first time, he
plays a grandfather — with an unsavory past, of course.

“I don’t have kids, I don’t have hobbies,” continues the
actor, who commutes between movie sets and homes in
New York and Connecticut.

“And I don’t play golf. A lot of actors play golf. It’s
amazing how many actors play golf.”

Here, Walken’s voice trails off, as it does frequently
during our conversation. Is this an affectation, that stud-
ied insouciance that has caused him to be typed as dan-
gerous crazies (“At Close Range,” “True Romance”) and
comic crazies (“Mouse Hunt,” “The Stepford Wives”)?
Or is it something more, a hint of wistfulness for the road
not taken? Before you start feeling sorry for the guy, con-
sider this: He’s having a blast. He loves the monetary re-
wards and adoration that come with being Hollywood’s
most in-demand character actor. This afternoon he
shares a story about an airport baggage handler who
turned out to be a huge fan.

Of Walken’s psychologically damaged Vietnam vet in
“The Deer Hunter,” which brought the supporting-actor
Oscar in 1978? Or maybe of his broken father in “Catch
Me If You Can,” which brought another Oscar nomina-
tion in 2002?

Walken smiles that slow, mischievous smile. (Fans of
The Continental, his serial seducer on “Saturday Night
Live,” will know it only too well.) “No, no — this guy
was shouting, ‘Frank White! Frank White!’ ” Walk-
en recalls. “That’s the character I played in ‘King
of New York.’ They don’t talk about ‘Deer Hunt-
er’; they talk about this little crime movie, and it
was really off-the-cuff stuff where we literally
said, ‘What are you going to say next? All right,
then I’ll say this.’ That usually doesn’t work, but we
had Laurence Fishburne, Wesley Snipes and David
Caruso, and it was good.”

Other memorably quirky Walken performances
fuel “Pulp Fiction,” “At Close Range,” “Batman Re-
turns,” “The Dead Zone” and, of course, “True
Romance,” where his sadistic crime
boss shares the screen with an-
other great scene-stealer, Den-
nis Hopper. The pair went to
dinner after
work. Hopper:
“We did a good
scene today.”
Walken: “Yes,
I know.”

Walken
felt the same
way after the
kitchen
face-off in “At
Close Range,”
where Sean Penn as the son puts a
gun to his father’s head.

Just before shooting the scene,
Penn said, “Excuse me for one sec-

ond,” and left the room. “He knew how scared I am of
guns, and he made me think he had returned with a load-
ed gun. You can see the fear in my face,” Walken says.

It ranks as one of the most intense father-son confron-
tations ever shot.

Adds Walken now: “That was a very generous thing
for Sean to do. Actors help each other like that. When I
saw the scene, I knew we had nailed it. That’s a great feel-
ing — exhilarating.”

But to have the kind of career Walken has had (he
went from character roles to leads in “Dead Zone” and
“Dogs of War,” then back to character parts), you have to
love what you do.

“I do enjoy my work — I tend to be someone who en-
joys himself,” he says. “The fact is, when you get to be
my age and you’ve been around as long as I have, if peo-
ple don’t recognize you, come up and say hello, you start
to worry.”

Then, too, he worries about working too much, not
being selective enough in his roles.

“There’s something to be said for being selective.
There are actors who believe in that: They wait for the
material and the director. ... They want all the elements
to be as copacetic as possible. But I have never been that
way.”

Walken attributes his work ethic to his father, who was
a baker in Queens, N.Y.

“I’m probably the way I am because of my father,” the
actor says. “He went to his bakery seven days a week. He
loved baking; he couldn’t get enough of it.”

They were close, unlike two generations of fathers and
sons in “Around the Bend,” which finds Michael Caine
playing Walken’s dad.

Despite an ornery, anti-social streak, Walken’s charac-
ter in the new film turns out to be a relatively nice guy.
Ditto his characters in “Man on Fire” and “Catch Me If

You Can.” Is this the dawning of a
kinder, gentler Walken? “Could

be,” he replies.

“But it also has something to
do with age. I’m now at the
place where I’m starting to
play fathers and uncles — and,
in this case, a grandfather.”

Worse, a grandfather who’s
dying of kidney failure. Hence,
the gray-green cast to his skin.

“I saw the movie and I thought,
‘Geez, you look terrible.’ ”

He pauses, beams, then con-
cedes, “But it’s a big juicy part.

It’s a leading part. And I
don’t do that a lot.”

Christopher

Walken stars as

Turner in Jordan

Roberts’

“Around the

Bend,” from

Warner

Independent

Pictures.

Courtesy of
Warner Bros.

Combs disappointed by Bush, Kerry

Sean “P. Diddy” Combs is ready to play travel agent
for the presidential candidates.

During his swing state Vote or Die! tour, the
34-year-old hip-hop mogul said he
was disappointed President Bush
and Democratic nominee John
Kerry aren’t stopping in urban areas
during their campaigns.

“If you look at the campaign sched-
ules, they’re not making time for
these people,” Combs said during a
stop in Detroit.

Combs said both Bush and Kerry
have used their daughters to reach
young voters. Alexandra and Vanes-
sa Kerry were guests on MTV’s
“TRL,” and Jenna and Barbara
Bush have been stopping at college campuses on a Stu-
dents for Bush tour. All four appeared at the MTV Video
Music Awards to promote their fathers.

But Combs said it wasn’t enough.
“I’m not knocking what their daughters are doing, but

it ain’t nothing like seeing the men themselves,” Combs
said.

Ambassador Jolie visits Sudan

Angelina Jolie, visiting Sudan in her role as U.N. good-
will ambassador, said it’s too soon for refugees from west-
ern Darfur to return to their homes, as the government is
urging.

“Return, I believe, is what the government wants to see
happen. We would all like to see that happen. But the

sense I got from the people and from
my observations during this visit, it
clearly is not the time,” the
Oscar-winning actress said.

She said an officer from the Afri-
can Union troops monitoring the situ-
ation in Darfur told her that a village
had been raided and destroyed.

Jolie also said she was told of a
woman and her 12-year-old daugh-
ter who were raped repeatedly.

Jolie said such accounts are
“shocking and horrifying and
showed very clearly that there is no
stability yet.”

“This is the worst situation I have seen,” she said, dur-
ing her visits to about 20 countries across the world as
U.N. goodwill ambassador.

S. Africa network gets ‘Fahrenheit 9/11’

An independent television channel in South Africa will
air Michael Moore’s documentary “Fahrenheit 9/11” on
the eve of the U.S. presidential elections.

Following the Nov. 1 showing, M-Net will feature a
panel discussion broadcast from its Johannesburg studio.

M-Net, the country’s first pay channel, secured the
rights for one exclusive screening from the film’s distribu-
tors, Paramount, earlier this week.

“This is the first time in the history of South African
television a movie will be broadcast on television while it
is still on the circuit,” Jan du Plessis, head of M-Net’s pro-
gram division, said in a statement.

“But ‘Fahrenheit 9/11’ has broken many rules and con-
ventions, and we’re delighted that we got permission to
screen it at such an opportune time.”

Vegas veteran gets another star

Wayne Newton now has two stars.

The 62-year-old singer was the first person inducted
into the Las Vegas Walk of Stars during a ceremony.

The dedication took place at the New Frontier Hotel,
where “Mr. Las Vegas” performed for about 15 years. He
can now be seen singing “Danke Schoen” at the Stardust
hotel-casino.

Newton’s star will be installed on Las Vegas Boulevard
in front of the hotel-casino.

The star, like others in the future, will be a 3-foot
square slab of polished granite weighing 350 pounds and
inlayed with the recipient’s name and specialty.

The Motion Picture Hall of Fame Foundation launched
the project, which is similar to the one found in Holly-
wood, where Newton also has a star.

Stories and photos from wire services

Hard-working
Walken tries on

a lead role

Jolie

Combs

FACES
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 57 47
Bahrain 91 71
Beijing 68 48
Beirut 78 69
Bermuda 76 67
Caracas 90 77
Helsinki 40 32
Hong Kong 84 73
Lisbon 63 56

HI LO
Manila 89 81
Mexico City 75 50
Montreal 51 42
Riyadh 92 69
Rio de. Jan 77 70
Seoul  71 50
Sofia  74 48
Sydney 70 58
Tokyo 65 61

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 75 58
Dakar  88 75
Freetown 88 76
Kinshasa 88 71

HI LO
Mogadishu 85 77
Nairobi 82 61
Rabat   68 53
Tripoli 97 65

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 75 59 PCldy
Akron,Ohio 73 47 Rain
Albany,N.Y. 61 52 Rain
Albuquerque 59 35 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 71 53 Cldy
Amarillo 66 40 Clr
Anchorage 36 14 PCldy
Asheville 75 54 PCldy
Atlanta 80 62 PCldy
Atlantic City 73 56 Cldy
Austin 85 67 Cldy
Baltimore 77 53 PCldy
Baton Rouge 86 66 PCldy
Billings 56 31 Clr
Birmingham 84 64 PCldy
Bismarck 54 32 PCldy
Boise 53 34 Rain
Boston 62 51 Rain
Bridgeport 63 54 Rain
Brownsville 90 73 PCldy
Buffalo 71 50 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 60 52 Rain
Caribou,Maine 48 41 Cldy
Casper 50 27 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 80 64 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 76 52 Cldy
Charlotte,N.C. 80 60 PCldy
Chattanooga 81 59 Cldy
Cheyenne 54 32 PCldy
Chicago 64 43 Clr
Cincinnati 73 47 Rain

Cleveland 72 49 Rain
Colorado Springs 55 32 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 82 60 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 84 65 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 73 48 Rain
Concord,N.H. 54 48 Rain
Corpus Christi 90 74 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 79 64 PCldy
Dayton 71 46 Rain
Daytona Beach 84 67 PCldy
Denver 56 32 Clr
Des Moines 59 38 Clr
Detroit 69 45 Rain
Duluth 48 34 Rain
El Paso 71 49 Clr
Elkins 74 48 Cldy
Erie 73 49 Rain
Eugene 54 38 Rain
Evansville 75 46 PCldy
Fairbanks 21 1 Snow
Fargo 46 30 Cldy
Flagstaff 46 22 Clr
Flint 68 43 Rain
Fort Smith 75 51 PCldy
Fort Wayne 69 44 Clr
Fresno 66 47 Clr
Goodland 61 31 Clr
Grand Junction 53 32 PCldy
Grand Rapids 63 43 Cldy
Great Falls 52 28 Clr
Green Bay 60 40 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 77 58 Cldy
Harrisburg 72 54 Cldy

Hartford Spgfld 61 49 Rain
Helena 50 28 Cldy
Honolulu 88 75 PCldy
Houston 86 70 PCldy
Huntsville 80 61 Cldy
Indianapolis 72 44 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 85 64 PCldy
Jacksonville 84 64 PCldy
Juneau 40 36 Rain
Kansas City 66 44 Clr
Key West 85 76 PCldy
Knoxville 79 56 PCldy
Lake Charles 86 69 PCldy
Lansing 68 43 Cldy
Las Vegas 67 47 Clr
Lexington 75 50 PCldy
Lincoln 62 35 PCldy
Little Rock 78 57 Cldy
Los Angeles 73 53 Clr
Louisville 76 51 Cldy
Lubbock 69 49 Clr
Macon 83 62 PCldy
Madison 53 41 Cldy
Medford 55 36 Rain
Memphis 80 58 PCldy
Miami Beach 85 73 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 74 53 PCldy
Milwaukee 62 41 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 53 37 Cldy
Mobile 85 66 PCldy
Montgomery 87 63 PCldy
Nashville 78 54 Cldy
New Orleans 86 68 PCldy

New York City 68 57 Rain
Newark 68 56 Rain
Norfolk,Va. 79 64 Cldy
North Platte 61 28 Clr
Oklahoma City 71 48 Clr
Omaha 60 34 PCldy
Orlando 86 67 PCldy
Paducah 76 48 PCldy
Pendleton 55 38 PCldy
Peoria 63 41 Cldy
Philadelphia 75 56 Cldy
Phoenix 73 55 Clr
Pittsburgh 74 49 Cldy
Pocatello 46 29 Cldy
Portland,Maine 54 49 Rain
Portland,Ore. 54 42 Rain
Providence 62 51 Rain
Pueblo 62 31 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 78 60 Cldy
Rapid City 57 35 PCldy
Reno 57 31 PCldy
Richmond 80 59 PCldy
Roanoke 77 54 Cldy
Rochester 73 53 Rain
Rockford 61 40 PCldy
Sacramento 67 46 PCldy
St Louis 70 47 PCldy
St Thomas 87 78 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 54 40 Rain
Salt Lake City 50 33 Cldy
San Angelo 76 61 Cldy
San Antonio 85 69 Cldy
San Diego 69 55 Clr

San Francisco 64 51 PCldy
San Jose 67 49 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 87 77 PCldy
Santa Fe 56 28 Clr
St Ste Marie 63 44 Rain
Savannah 85 63 PCldy
Seattle 51 40 Rain
Shreveport 81 63 Cldy
Sioux City 57 34 Clr
Sioux Falls 54 33 Clr
South Bend 69 45 Clr
Spokane 47 32 Cldy
Springfield,Ill. 65 42 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 66 48 PCldy
Syracuse 71 53 Rain
Tallahassee 86 62 PCldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 86 70 Cldy
Toledo 71 47 Rain
Topeka 66 37 PCldy
Tucson 73 47 Clr
Tulsa 71 46 Clr
Tupelo 81 62 PCldy
Waco 82 67 Cldy
Washington,D.C. 78 58 PCldy
W.Palm Beach 84 70 PCldy
Wichita 67 41 Clr
Wichita Falls 75 53 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 67 53 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 74 54 Cldy
Yakima 54 29 PCldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY

RUSSIA

BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA

CRETESICILY

TUNISIAALGERIAMOROCCO

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SLOVENIA CROATIA

IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA

ALBANIA

BULGARIA

GREECE

SERBIA

MACEDONIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ESTONIA

Munich
61/43
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Moscow
39/28

St. Petersburg
39/27

Kiev
64/54

Bucharest
76/50

Warsaw
66/48

Oslo
42/34

Berlin
58/46

Frankfurt
55/48

Stuttgart
61/46

Prague
61/43

Budapest
67/53

Copenhagen
55/45

Reykjavik
45/36

Dublin
56/46

Ramstein
55/50

Vienna
63/54

Geneva
61/42

Brussels
61/46

Istanbul
71/56

Athens
75/61

Souda Bay
75/62

Sigonella
83/62

Naples
77/63

Rome
73/60

Belgrade
76/57

Sarajevo
70/48

Tirana
80/57

Pristina
66/50

Tuzla
75/52

Aviano
64/57

Pisa
63/57

Paris
61/41

Nice
68/57

Barcelona
68/52

Madrid
54/45

Morón
68/54

Rota
70/54

Lisbon
63/56

Izmir
81/50

London
62/49

Lakenheath
57/48

Stockholm
47/41

Benelux: Mostly cloudy in Belgium
and sunny throughout the remainder
of the region. Highs in the upper 50s
to lower 60s, Sunday lows in the
lower 40s to lower 50s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
mid 50s to lower 60s, Sunday lows in
the mid 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy
with dense morning fog. Highs in the
lower to mid 70s, Sunday lows in the
lower to mid 50s.

France: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
mid to upper 50s,  Sunday lows in
the mid to upper 40s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the mid to upper 50s, Sunday lows in
the upper 40s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with rainshowers. Highs in the mid
50s to lower 60s, Sunday lows in the
mid 40s to upper 40s.

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the upper 60s,
Sunday lows in the mid 50s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the mid to upper 80s, Sunday lows
in the upper 60s.

Southern Italy: Sunny. Highs in the
upper 70s to lower 80s, Sunday lows
in the mid to upper 60s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid 60s to lower 70s, Sunday lows in
the mid 40s to lower 50s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the lower 40s
to lower 50s, Sunday lows in the
lower 30s to lower 40s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy to
mostly cloudy with isolated rainshow-
ers. Highs in the mid 50s to lower
70s, Sunday lows in the lower 40s to
mid 50s.

Turkey: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 70s to lower 90s, Sunday lows
in the mid 60s to lower 70s.

European forecast for 30 October 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Rick Olson

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
90/72

Baghdad
82/62

Kuwait City
95/70

Dhahran
92/68

Dubai
90/76

Zahedan
80/44

Karachi
90/71 Bombay

93/75

New Delhi
84/57

Kandahar
78/48

Kabul
68/38

Islamabad
78/50

Mazar-e-Sharif
76/50

Ashgabat
77/46

Tehran
72/59

Hyderabad
84/67

Tel Aviv
81/65

Cairo
85/67

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 7:20am 7:22am
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 8:13am 8:15am
Sunset (Baghdad) 6:13pm 6:11pm
Sunset (Frankfurt) 6:06pm 6:05pm

Skopje
70/50•

•Stavanger
52/41

Lajes
72/63

New moon
Nov 12

First qtr.
Nov 19

Full moon
Nov 27

Last qtr.
Nov 5
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Lucky Jupiter and dreamy Nep-
tune are featured, and the question
that arises is: What is good luck
anyway? The answer is, it’s really
too soon to tell. An event
that appears on the sur-
face to be negative or
neutral winds up being a
blessing two or three
moves into the game.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Oct. 30). You’ve got so
much to give that loved
ones flock to you! In the
coming year, your life will
be centered on home and
family. Some of you will
move into a new house in
April. Others will remodel,
redecorate or repair. Get ready to do
lots of entertaining, especially dinner
parties. A mother figure in your life
will require more of your attention.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Stop talking, and start doing. The
opportunity of a lifetime could be
within your grasp, but you’re never
going to know for sure unless you
give it your best shot.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Get ready for winter — there’s much
to do before the next frost. Speaking
of frost, a certain someone in your
life who’s been giving you the cold
shoulder will now be more receptive
to your warm and friendly vibe.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
There will be a few more bumps in
the road before things get better. But
it absolutely will get better, and
soon. Use this time to really think
about what you want to accomplish
out of life.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You can be a master manipulator
when you really want to be. In fact, it
comes so naturally to you that some-
times you don’t even know you’re
doing it! Today, pay careful attention
to what you say and how you say it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You
could become disillusioned with a
situation, but this is merely a sign

that you had fantastically high hopes
at one time. Maybe it’s too early to
give those up.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Everything you do today, you do for
the love of it. Because you have no
other agenda, you’re extraordinarily

lucky in your pursuits.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). It’s easy to get so
caught up in being busy
that you’re taking part in
activities that do absolutely
nothing to feed your soul.
Meanwhile, your talents are
so underused, you’ve
forgotten that you posses
them.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). You’re
invigorated. Is it the idea
that you could have more

out of life that pushes you to strive,
or is it the sheer act of striving that
makes you feel vital? Either way,
you’re in an expansive mood.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). There is a delicate balance at
work in relationships, and you’re in
just the mood to upset that balance.
Why? For the sake of change,
adventure and mischief. Be careful.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Events set you in motion, or is
it the other way around? It’s hard to
say whether you are reacting to the
world or it is reacting to you, but the
one thing you know for sure is that
you’ve got incredible momentum.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Finally, things slow down to a pace
you can handle — or, better, savor.
Precious moments with loved ones
make you realize how lucky you are.
People compete for your favor. Deal
equally with everyone, and you’ll be
respected.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
It’s frustrating if you don’t have the
time to do what you love. But don’t
wait until you’ve got large blocks of
hours to devote to your passion.
Steal the moments you do have.
You’ll be amazed what 20 minutes
can bring.

Creators Syndicate

For the past decade, this column has been written by Joyce Jillson
and Holiday Mathis. Ms. Jillson passed away on Oct. 1. Because Ms.
Jillson and Ms. Mathis wrote in advance, columns they prepared will
run through Nov. 6. Beginning Nov. 7, the horoscopes will be re-
named ”Horoscopes by Holiday” and will be authored by Ms. Mathis.

To our readers

Horoscope

Joyce Jillson
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Washington

newspaper

5 Seethe

9 Emeril’s

expletive

12 Oppositionist

13 Cube maker

Rubik

14 Rage

15 Block

16 Re planes

17 Maui

memento

18 Work at the 

keyboard

19 Whisper sweet

nothings

20 Family

21 Platonic P

23 “I — Rock”

25 “Origin of

Species” man

28 I may be this!

32 Gibson

garnish

33 Wicker 

material

34 Straight man

36 Blood-line?

37 Hideaway

38 Work with

39 Commotion

42 “Little Women”

woman

44 Turn the steering

wheel hard

48 Nipper’s co.

49 Swain

50 Big name 

in scat

51 Right angle

52 Khrushchev’s

home (Abbr.)

53 Apprehends

54 Pack away

55 He and she

56 Child’s play

Down
1 Treaty

2 Sans

siblings

3 Put an end to

4 Links champ

5 Light-house

6 Hydrox

competitor

7 Advance

8 Privy

9 Chelsea’s pop

10 Neighborhood

11 Chow —

20 “Peace Train”

singer

22 Depend (on)

24 “Wuthering

Heights”

terrain

25 PC system

26 Picnic pest

27 Hope/Crosby

destination

29 Reason for 

“sudden death”

30 Eternally, in

verse

31 Desiccate

35 Become

interlocked

36 Omen

39 Release

40 Bruins’

home

41 Piquancy

43 Relaxation

45 Verve

46 Exile isle

47 Grate

49 However

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: I have a
6-year-old grandson,
“Liam.” His parents have
been divorced for three
years, and Liam is in
therapy to help him deal
with this.

Liam is very rude to
me. When I picked him
up for a recent outing, he
behaved terribly and said
he wanted to stay home
and play with his mother.
His parents don’t believe
in spanking, or any kind
of discipline, as far as I can deter-
mine. The boy was allowed to
continue this behavior, and not
once was he told to apologize. I
finally left.

It hurts to be treated this way.
Also, I recently remarried. While
most children love my husband,
Liam tells his parents he’s “un-
comfortable” around him. There
is no basis for this except that
my husband once told Liam he
needed to respond when spoken
to.

I love Liam dearly, but he has
never been an affectionate boy.
He doesn’t give hugs or ever say
“I love you.” Should I continue to

see Liam? Whatever I
decide it’s going to be
very painful for me.

— Forlorn Grandma
Dear Grandma:

Liam is only 6, and his
parents are divorced.
This child has enough
to deal with. Liam’s
behavior is perfectly
understandable, espe-
cially since you were
under tremendous
stress for several years
and could not create a

closer bond. And now that you
have remarried, your situation
feels somewhat strange for the
boy.

Yes, Liam should be taught to
behave more politely, but don’t
blame him for what his parents
neglect to do.

Dear Annie: I read the letter

from “Wife and Stepmom.” Al-
though she had some wonderful
ideas, such as a family night, I
disagree with a few of her rules,
namely that parents should disci-
pline only their own children and
that finances should be kept

separate. In a real family, both
parents discipline the kids, and
decisions about discipline and
finances work better when they
are made together.

However, one important rule
“Stepmom” did have is never to
say a bad word about the
spouse’s ex in front of the kids.
Our kids are grown now and tell
us that they respect our opinions
more because we never tried to
make them take sides.

— Experienced Stepmom
in Connecticut

Dear Stepmom: Many readers
wrote to say that stepparents
should be allowed to discipline
each other’s children, and that
finances should be shared. We
think those are decisions each
family makes on its own.

What works for one family
may not work for another. But
we appreciate your knowledge-
able input.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: My 56-year-old

mother passed away suddenly
six months ago. It happened two
days before my daughter’s fifth
birthday. I didn’t know what to
do when Mom died — cancel or
let my daughter have the party
Mom and I had planned.
Well, I opted to go on
with the celebration.

My dad just couldn’t
face it. He left the house.
I know in my heart that
Mom would not have
wanted us to cancel her
granddaughter’s party. I
loved my mom dearly
and would never have
done anything disrespect-
ful to her memory. I miss
her very much. She was
my best friend, and it’s
hard going through life without
her.

Did I do the right thing?

— Missing My Mom in Maine

Dear Missing: You did the

right thing in going ahead with
the party. I see no reason why a
child of 5 should be forced to

associate her special day with
death and mourning if it’s avoid-
able.

Dear Abby: I am a concerned

parent. My children attend a
school that has a very tight bud-

get. The school system
here cannot afford to
hire teacher’s aides, so
I help out as much as I
can.

Abby, it’s crucial for
parents to volunteer as
much of their time as
they can to help teach-
ers. Even one hour a
month would be help-
ful.

I know several moth-
ers who trade baby-sit-
ting so they have free

time to go to the gym or shop,

but they never give a thought to

volunteering at the school. I

swap baby-sitting duties with a

friend so I can do those things,

too, but we also make the time to

help our children’s teachers.

Our children and their educa-

tion should be our No. 1 priority.
Would you please help me en-
courage parents everywhere to
volunteer their time at schools?
Thank you.

— Volunteer Mom
in Princeton, Minn.

Dear Mom: Many schools are
in crisis because of budget con-
straints and could use a helping
hand from parents.

Volunteering in schools not
only allows the teachers to dedi-
cate more time to teaching, but it
also sets a good example for the
children. Children of parents
who are concerned about, and
immediately involved in, their
education earn better grades.
Everyone benefits.

I know from personal experi-
ence how rewarding volunteer-
ing can be. Every time I have
volunteered, I got more than I
gave.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Mourning, party tough to balance

Temperamental grandson a worry

Dear Abby
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Beauty 210

DSL and Cell service now 
in Italy and Germany.

Internet Services 600

Dental 902

Transportation 944 Financial Services 904
Fly To The States for as low as

Round Trip incl. Tax!

call toll free 0800-5878359

Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:00
Sa 09:00 - 13:00

299 Euro

Auto Parts 180

Travel Agencies 1002

Long Distance
Service 660

Attorneys 886 Travel 1000
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Automotive 140

Dodge Ram '02 Quad cab, pd,
pw, bed liner, towing pkg, cd,
7yr/75K mil warranty, 45k mil,
$21,000 call 01520-5138699

BMW 520i '91 black metallic
4dr, 5 speed, german spec, new
inspection, excl cond, am/fm cd,
$ 2,900 Bamberg 09502-923841

Volvo C70 conv '01, auto, euro
spec, 47K km, dark blue, black
top, gray leather, tuned, loaded,
$ 25,900 call 0174-3162158

Honest person, good referen-
ces, looking to clean houses/
stairwells/PCSings & Babysitting
, WI area, Maria 0170-6764796

Used cars from $700 to $3000,
inspection guarantee, call
0171-9506602

NEED A CAKE for Birthday's,
Wedding's, Annivarsaries, or
ANY Occasion. Please call
Kristine in UK 044 1353 666 540

Trucks 174
BMW 520i '00 touring, 53k km,
german specs, great condition,
$ 1 4 , 0 0 0  o b o  c a l l
0160-95260883

Subaru Outback H6-30 AWD
'03 & Saab 900 '94, both have
auto trans, lthr, 6cyl, loaded &
are US Specs call 01715519148

Jobs Wanted 640
Arts & Crafts 080

Explorer Sport '99 4x2,68K,V6,
5spd blk/gry, pwr, excellent
cond, $8,000 Hanau, call
06659-915-564 or 01607360831

BMW 3'5'7 Ser, germ spec, from
$ 1000, from '88 inspec guaran-
tee, auto & 5 spd, Wurzburg call

0160-5071600

Saab 95 '01 U.S specs, fully
loaded, 5 spd, leather, prem
sound, on star GPS, sunroof,
under warranty, only 26k miles,
$ 17,900 obo call 06783-4448

WANTED
YOUR IRAQ WAR PHOTOS

For details visit:
thedigitalwarriors.com

Sport Utility Vehicle 172 Computers 360
BMW 328i '97 blacik, 88K mil, 5
speed, excl cond, BMW service,
borad compu, ac, $12,000, obo
06408-62800 or 0171-6472546

Saab 93 '03 2L turbo, U.S spec,
23k miles, 15 month warranty,
free shipping, fully loaded, $
21,500, call 0931-701400 or
0175-9580699

CARS WANTED!
US/Euro Spec.
Cars Trucks SUV's
Vans '96-2004
Models Top Prices
P a i d  T e l :

0631-940050

Harley Davidson Low rider '85
1340cc, 19K mil, US spec,
saddle bags, extras, $6,700
Geilenkirchen, tel 02455-930514

FIND 1000s of shops
Shipping to APOPO

www.APOFPOShipping.com

BMW 7 series '93, dk blue, runs
great, auto trans, 3,000 obo, call
01605549931 or 016093022765

RESUMES-RESUMIX
Service

www.polishedresumes.com
Tel: 09335-997648

Porsche 944 '85 black, turbo
270hp, Z-rated racing tires, last
inspec 10/04, looks&runs great,
$ 6,900, call 069-95637660

Miniature Dachshund pups, long
and shorthair, various colors,
Euro 450 and up, purebred,
shots , dewormed, Wuerzburg
area, Call 0170-5357533

Motorcycles 164Automotive 140

BMW 323i, '00, 5 spd, low
miles, new tires, one owner,
computer upgraded, lthr, sun
roof, excell cond., garaged,
$17,000 call 01709228723

Resume Service 928
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
in Europe for assistance call

49(0)1803-AAHELP
or www.aa - europe.net

Cute Persian mixed kittens with
shots, call 09726-3412

Opel Kadett '91 2d wagon, appr
125K km, 4 spd, stereo cassette
germ spec, runs well $700 call
Bob 0160 338 1588

Renault Magan 'Senic '97 euro
specs, air cond, 5 spd, am/ fm
casset excellent cond $ 6,300
book value 7,800, 0611-522196

Audi A6 '96 euor specs, 5 spd,
abs,a/c, cd, new speakers, very
good condition $ 6,000 call
0175-1934737

German as second language
quick and easy (no grammar)
Bitbug/Spangdahlem area call
0175-5477882

OPEL Corsa '98 1.2L 65hp, a/c,
130K km, $ 2,200 call
0171-5584868 , DSN 330-6085Announcements 040 Jobs Offered 630 Pet Grooming 824

Buses/Vans/RVs 158

Audi 100 '94, 6 cyl, 5spd pwr
sunroof, ac, new brakes, timing
belt and battery, all records,
$4,400 obo, 0160-4090755

Language Classes 912
Nissan Sentra '93 exc motor,
new tires, am/fm cassette,
needs muffler, clean interior
$800 call 06383-5178

Mini-Van, newer model, low
milage, good condition, auto-
matic, U.S specs, reasonable
price, call 06221-383395

Wanna lap-hogger? Maine-
Coon/Persian cuddle kittens,
$300.00. Info 06783-7144 or

www.geocities.
com/Athens/Troy/7456

Nissan 100 NX Conv '93, Great
shape,auto, blk met, low miles
only 75K, all insp, $2,800,
Wiesbaden, call 0178-6711575

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Registered Persian kittens,
w/basic shots and papers $ 400,
call 06158-916548

MERCEDES OR JAPANESE
CAR OWNERS -please call me
before you sell, junk it or give it
away. Kl ink.  65631564
www.klink-cars.de

Mercury Cougar '01, V6, man-
ual, lthr, 32k miles, extras,
$10,500 obo, call 09182-931738
or mchpp@hotmail.com

Ragdoll kittens, perfect coloring,
Call 0160-8014806

Autos Wanted 156
Computers 360

Mercedes CLK320 Sport '99
loaded, Blk, 146k km, Nav, BBS
rims, Ht seats, 6 disc CD, Winter
tires. Dealer maint, $17,000.
Call 0170 914 4636.

Pure bred labrador puppies,
w/first shots, starting at eu 400,
call 06024-631574

VW Polo '02 lft hand drv, met
silv, a/c, fully loaded, am/fm
cass, 40K km, m.o.t, road tax
pait 01/05, DSN 235-4470
zafec96@yahoo.com

Looking for Live in/out nanny for
3 children, newborn - 6 years of
age, need ASAP, please call

0160-2490479

Maserati Biturbo '88 Si, 220hp
t-turbo V6, 115k, new parts-
receipts, manuals, $3,500 obo -
06372-507200 DSN 480-6411

Pug puppy and Dog DeBor-
deaux puppies, with all shots
and wormed with papers, call
0175-6435474

Autos for Sale - UK 154
We Invite You to

Visit the Bible
Baptist Church

in your area. We are old
fashioned, Fundamental,

Independent, KJV.
For Information call:

Munich
089-682726

www.gocities.com/
bbcmunich

Darmstadt/Rhein- Main
06150-51783

www.biblebaptist
churchgermany.org
Wurzburg-Kitzingen

09314-62204
bigmac@hrb.de

Stuttgart
0711-6960785

baptist-stuttgart.com

Honda S2000 '03 U.S spec, red,
mint condition, 8,900 miles $
26,000 call 06196-907484

Live in Nanny needed for child
care and light Housekeeping,
responsible , references re-
quired, 0160-99076892 Mainz

Do you want your dog trained?
Or want lessons with your dog?

call 09721-948511

VW Polo '98 classic 107k Km,
german spec, 5 spd, winter-
/summer tires, cd 5 disc, pw, $
6,800, call 0160-6217184

Religious Activities 871
Ford Sierra '91 Blue metalli-
c,4door,pw, pl, 5 speed, new
inspec, 124K km, euro- 1,100,
Bamberg, call 0171-7361947

Child Care Wanted 300

Doberman puppies, great pa-
rents, pure-bred with shot re-
cord, 500 eur call 0172-6112720

VW Passat '01 GLS Wagon,
1.8L,5 spd man, cd, fully loaded
htd seats U.S spec, 64k miles, ,
$ 13.5K, call 0171-6359877

Daewoo Nexia '96 euro spec,
auto, ps, pw, pb, abs, a/c, stereo
cassette, great condition , $
3,500 call 0172-7302794

We need a house or ground
floor apartment in the
Vilseck/Sulzbach area min 125
qm, pet call 0162-2667718

Boxers & Rotweiler, pure-bred,
deliv poss, 0048 69426-5234 or
puppies@wp.pl eur400

VW Passat '00 Highline, 2.5 TDI
V6, 5 spd autow/Tiptronic, ink-
yblue perleffect, fully loaded,
excl condition, 0171-9907787

Apartments Wanted 858
Borbet Rims 7JX15H2,tires
205/55/R15/87V , $ 200 obo, 4
winter tires 175/70R 13T $ 130
obo, new lift kid for Jeep $ 70, 2
new running boards $ 30, 2
used doors $40, cal l
0172-6548369 or 06543-3145

BMW 528i Wgn ’00 gmn spec
100k Km, blk metallic, lthr
manual, $18,000 obo, call
0961/4708289 or 0170/1416646
email: apache1501@aol.com

Auto Parts 180

• Purchase of listed pets is at
buyer's risk. German Dog Club
e.v. recommends checking
breeder's club membership be-
fore any purchase

BMW 525i '02 US spec, 30k
miles, prem pkg, Xeon lights,
park control, fully loaded, winter
tires, blue book 35K+, asking
29,750 obo, call 0175-5047462

Volvo S70' 99 5 cyl 240 hp
turbo,5 spd, leather, a/c, in-dash
cd/trunk changer, fog lights,
heated seats/mirr, 1 owner,
44,500 mi, excellent condition, $
16,000 obo, call Steve
02452-24293

2 bedrm apart w/kitchen, 69 qm,
balcony & parking, newly reno-
vated. Located in Bad Homburg
near Frankfurt, ava now 550.00
Euros+util. call Frau Coy at
069-41674746 or 0178-3861401

Nissan Frontier '01, 4X4 . 36K
mil, V6, 5 spd, pw, pl, pm, 6 cd,
run boards, $17,000 obo call
0170655-2530 or 09366-982878

Apartment Unfurn 856Pets 820
Announcements 040 Autos for Sale

- Germany 142
Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Trucks 174Announcements 040
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BY RUSTY BRYAN

Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN-NORDENSTADT,
Germany — Defending boys
champion Jun Koide of Interna-
tional School of Brussels earned a
shot at defending his tennis title
with two victories Friday in the
DODDS-Europe tournament at
the Tennis Center Vitis.

“It’s harder this year,” the
top-seeded Koide said after beat-
ing Wiesbaden’s Dani Lohmer
6-2, 6-2 in Friday’s quarterfinals
and Ankara’s fourth-seeded
Adam Beveredge 6-3, 6-3 in the
semis. “I’m a little tired.”

Hanau senior Devin Hayes will
take on Koide for the champion-
ship. Hayes defeated Ramstein’s
M.J. Massicotte 6-1, 6-0 in the
quarterfinals and third-seeded
Michael Sanchez of Heidelberg
6-2, 7-5 in the semis.

“I’m looking forward to the
match,” said Hayes, who beat
Sanchez for third place in last
year’s event. “I’ve looked forward

to playing him ever since I start-
ed taking tennis seriously in the
10th grade.”

Hayes said his game is just
where he wants it for the title
match.

“Everything’s working fine,”
he said. “My serve’s really get-
ting in there. I won the match
[against Sanchez] on an ace.”

Aces came in handy, too, for
Marymount International School
of Rome senior Flavia Cirrinci-
one in the girls tournament.

“I got my first serve in almost
every time,” said Cirrincione,
who thumped Ramstein’s Jena
Massicotte 6-0, 6-0 in the quarter-
finals and conquered sec-
ond-seeded Priscila Roney of ISB
6-1, 6-3 in the semis.

Cirrincione will take on
top-seeded Jackie Esguerra, a Lak-
enheath freshman, in Saturday’s
final while still trying to get com-
fortable on the indoor carpets.

“I’m not used to this surface,”
said Cirrincione, who is used to
clay courts. “The ball moves fast-
er.”

Cirrincione said she had an op-
portunity to watch Esguerra, who
defeated Heidelberg’s Stephanie
Best 6-3, 6-2 in the quarters and
Bitburg’s Ashley Weston 6-1, 6-2
in the semis.

“She’s a good player,” said Cir-
rincione, who’s already pleased
with her progress here.

“I just like to play,” she said.
“Even if I don’t win, I’m happy
with what I’ve done so far.”

Cirrincione’s victory over
Roney deprived ISB’s squad of a
chance to sweep all four titles.

Coach Guy Santagati’s Raiders
are still in the running for three
crowns, thanks to straight-sets
semifinal victories by their
top-seeded girls doubles team of
Paula Glover and Izumi Takeuchi
and their second-seeded boys duo
of Nikolas Serpanos and Ken
Koide.

Glover and Takeuchi topped
Lakenheath’s Morgan Parkerson
and Kallie Hedberg 6-2, 6-2,
while Serpanos and Ken Koide
held off Patch’s Joe Morrow and
David Vega 6-4, 7-6 (7-2).

Taking on the ISB girls in Satur-
day’s final will be Heidelberg’s
duo of Paulina Ryan and Christi-
na Staik, 6-3, 6-1 semifinal win-
ners over Patch’s Michelle Whit-
beck and Tamara Oppliger.

The ISB boys will face Ram-
stein’s top-seeded pair of Matt
Omdal and Matt Luthman. Omdal
and Luthman reached the final
with a 6-2, 7-5 triumph over Lakn-
heath’s Phil Burroughs and Dan
Devereaux.

Consolation play begins at 9
a.m. Saturday, with the champion-
ships matches scheduled to begin
around noon. There is no admis-
sion charge.

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

DODDS-Europe tennis championships

Top seeds stay alive in DODDS-Europe tennis tourney

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Ankara’s Adam Beveridge goes to the net for a shot against ISB’s Jun

Koide during their semifinal match in the DODDS European tennis

championships in Wiesbaden-Nordenstadt, Germany, on Friday. Koide

defeated Beveridge 6-3, 6-3.

WIESBADEN-NORDENSTADT, Germany - Re-
sults Friday from the three-day DODDS-Eu-
rope high school tennis championships
which end Saturday at the Tennis Center
Vitis here (seedings, tiebreaker scores in pa-
rentheses):

Friday
Girls singles

Quarterfinals— Jackie Esguerra (1, Laken-
heath) def. Stephanie Best (Heidelberg) 6-2,
6-2; Priscila Roney (2, International School of
Brussels) def. Kay Lichtenberger (Laken-
heath) 6-0, 6-0; Flavia Cirrincione (3, Mary-
mount) def. Jena Massicotte (6, Ramstein)
6-0,6-0; Ashley Weston (5, Bitburg) def. Molly
King (4, Heidelberg) 6-2, 6-2.
Semifinals — Esguerra def. Weston 6-1,

6-2; Cirrincione def. Roney 6-1, 6-3.
Consolation — King def. Hali Butler

(Würzburg) 8-2; Best def. Marianna Vertru-
dez (Alconbury) 8-3; Lichtenberger def.
Christina Buxbaum (Hanau) 8-5; Massicotte
def. Lori-Ann Daley (Würzburg) 8-1; Roney
def. King 8-3.

Girls doubles
Quarterfinals — Paula Glover and Izumi

Takeuchi (1, International School of Brus-
sels) def. Arielle Cohn and Magdalena Sie-
bert (Würzburg) 6-1, 6-0; Morgan Parkerson
and Kallie Hedberg (2, Lakenheath) def. Mag-
gie Curry and Megan Jones (5, Ramstein)
6-0, 6-2; Tamara Oppliger and Michelle Whit-
beck (Patch) def. Ashley Fary and Nora Fish-
er (3, Bitburg) 6-4, 2-6, 6-3; Paulina Ryan and
Christina Staik (Heidelberg) def. Megan Ar-
cher and Rachel Brown (Alconbury) 6-2, 6-2.
Semifinals — Glover and Takeuchi def.

Parkerson and Hedberg 6-2, 6-2; Ryan and
Staik def. Oppliger and Whitbeck 6-3, 6-1.
Consolation — Mandra Smith and Jessica

Goforth (Kaiserslautern) def. Parkerson and
Hedberg 8-5; Cohn and Siebert def. Buse
Guven and Anastasia Kovalska (Brussels)
8-3; Kyra Froemke and Anna Zalewska
(SHAPE) def. Archer and Brown 8-0; Fary and
Fisher def. Desiree Snyder and Jamela McKin-
zy (Wiesbaden) 8-0.

Boys singles
Quarterfinals— Jun Koide (1, International

School of Brussels) def. Dani Lohmer (Wies-
baden) 6-2, 6-2; Devin Hayes (2, Hanau) def.
M.J. Massicotte (Ramstein) 6-1, 6-0; Michael
Sanchez (3, Heidelberg) def. Ryan Vander-
neck (6, Ramstein) 6-1, 6-3; Adam Beveridge
(4, Ankara) def. John Pendergrass (5, Bit-
burg) 6-7 (5-7) 6-2, 6-3.
Semifinals — J. Koide def. Beveridge 6-3,

6-3; Hayes def. Sanchez 6-2, 7-5.
Consolation — Lohmer def. John Keenan

(Lakenheath) 8-2; Pendergrass def. David
Wolfe (Würzburg) 8-3; Lohmer def. Pender-
grass 8-5; Eric Martz (Biotburg) def. Massi-
cotte 8-4; Vanderneck def. Greg Thompson
(Kaiserslautern) 8-3; Massicotte def. Martz
8-3.

Boys doubles
Quarterfinals—Matt Omdal andMatt Luth-

man (1, Ramstein) def. Mike Zupi and An-
drew Gagnon (Brus) 6-0, 6-1; Phil Burroughs
and Dan Devereaux (4, Lakenheath) def.
David Schiller and Max Reuning (5, Alcon-
bury) 6-2, 6-2; Joe Morrow and David Vega
(3, Patch) def. Matt McGee and Steven Spur-
geon (6, Wiesbaden) 6-2, 6-2; Nikolas Serpa-
nos and Ken Koide (2, ISB) def. Jose Tovar
and Zach Heath (Bitburg) 6-1, 6-1.
Semifinals—Omdal and Luthman def. Bur-

roughs and Devereaux 6-2, 7-5; Serpanos
and K. Koide def. Morrow and Vega 6-4, 7-6
(7-2).

Consolation — Schiller and Reuning def.
Atrayu Oldread and Earon Brown (Kaiser-
slautern) 8-3; Blair Martin and Sam Pohl
(Heidelberg) def. Zupi and Gagnon 8-1;
McGee and Spurgeon def. Ionannis Strata-
kos and Phillip Raditsas (SHAPE) 9-7; Seth
Villareal and Levi Porter (London Central)
def. Tovar and Heath 8-3; Villareal and Por-
ter def. McGee and Spurgeon 8-3.

Thursday’s results

Girls singles

First round— Kaitlin Ward (AFNORTH) def.
Christina Compton (Hohenfels) 6-4, 6-4;
Stephanie Best (Heidelberg) def. Jen
Claunch (Patch 6-1, 6-0); Laura Montoya
(Bamberg) def. Christine Moore (Ansbach)
6-2, 6-3; Lakin Porter (London Central) def.
Christel Lomahan (Hanau) 4-6, 6-1, 7-5; Chris-
tina Buxbaum (Hanau) def. Jeanette Cortez
(Vilseck) 6-2, 6-4; Alexandra Vacuru (SHAPE)
def. Megan Morelock (Wiesbaden) 6-1, 6-2;
Mariana Vertrudez (Alconbury) def. Isabelle
Ignacio (Baumholder) 6-2, 6-1; Kay Lichten-
berger (Lakenheath) def. Lori-Ann Daley
(Würzburg) 6-2, 7-5; Tiko Mzarlau (Brussels)
def. Candise Apling (Iceland) 6-2, 7-5; Hali
Butler (Würzburg) by default over Tina
Weekley (Mannheim).

Second round— Jackie Esguerra (1, Laken-
heath) def. Compton 6-0, 6-0; Priscila Roney
(2, International School of Brussels) def. But-
ler 6-0, 6-2; Flavia Cirrincione (3, Mary-
mount) def. Vacuru 6-1, 6-0; Best def. Mon-
toya 6-0, 6-0; Lichtenberger def. Mzarlau 6-4,
6-2; Ashley Weston (5, Bitburg) def. Porter
6-1, 6-2; Molly King (4, Heidelberg) def. Bux-
baum 6-0, 6-0; Jena Massicotte (6, Ramstein)
def. Vertrudez 4-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7-5).

Consolation — Butler def. Compton 8-3;
Claunch def. Moore 8-4; Mzarlau def.
Claunch 8-4; Vertrudez def. Lomahan 8-1;
Cortez def. Vacuru 8-5; Buxbaum def. More-
lock 8-4; Porter def. Ignacio 8-2; Daley def.
Apling 8-1; Daley def. Montoya 8-6.

Girls doubles

First round—Desiree Snyder and Jelemela
McKinzy (Wiesbaden) def. Nicole Bettilyon
and Brittany Lowe (Hohenfels) 6-0, 6-1; Tima-
ree Engle and Brittany Liptak (Bamberg) def.
Kelli Montoya and Stefani Montoya 6-2, 6-3;
Kyra Froemke and Anna Zalewska (SHAPE)
def. Jennifer Clark and Gabrielle Hucal
(Vilseck) 6-2, 6-1; Buse Guven and Anastasia
Kovalska (Brussels) def. Laura Voigtsberger
and Diane Datz (Mannheim) 6-1, 7-5; Katy
Hurston and Crystal Steltenpohl (AFNORTH)
def. Roxanne Visaya and Sara Callahan (Ans-
bach) 7-6 (7-3), 6-1; Morgan Parkerson and
Kallie Hedberg (4, Lakenheath) def. Char-
lotte Daniels and Susannah Edwards (Ice-
land) 6-0, 6-0.

Second round — Paula Glover and Izumi
Takechui (1, International School of Brus-
sels) def. Snyder and McKinzy 6-0, 6-2; Ash-
ley Fary and Nora Fisher (3, Bitburg) def.
Guven and Kovalska 6-1, 6-3; Maggie Curry
andMegan Jones (5, Ramstein) def. Froemke
and Zalewska 6-3, 6-1; Arielle Cohn and
Magdalena Siebert (Würzburg) def. Engle
and Liptak 7-5, 4-6, 6-4; Paulina Ryan and
Christina Staik (Heidelberg) def. Mandra
Smith and Jessica Goforth (Kaiserslautern)
6-2, 6-4; Megan Archer and Rachel Brown (Al-
conbury) def. Visaya and Callahan 6-4, 5-7,

6-3; Tamara Oppliger and Michelle Whitbeck
(Patch) def. Amber Muniz and Tiffany Rome-
ro (London Central) 3-6, 6-1, 6-4.
Consolation round — Smith and Goforth
def. Bettilyon and Lowe 8-0; Voigtsberger
and Datz def. Daniels and Edwards 8-2;
Visaya and Callahan def. Engel and Liptak
9-6.

Boys singles
First round—Greg Thompson (Kaiserslaut-
ern) def. Adrian Nieto (AFNORTH) 6-1, 6-2;
Dani Lohmer (Wiesbaden) def. Jessie Liller
(Ansbach) 6-0, 6-1; Andrew Hawkins
(SHAPE) def. Garrett Cleland (Hohenfels)
6-0, 6-0; Rob McClure (Lakenheath) def. Sean
Tyron (Patch) 6-3, 6-2; Dillon Baker (Bam-
berg) def. Dylan Deverill (Brussels) 6-3, 6-4;
David Wolfe (Würzburg) def. Adam Pauley
(Mannheim) 2-6, 6-0, 6-4; M.J. Massicatte
(Ramstein) def. Jacob Johnson (Vilseck) 6-0,
6-0; Christian Felice (Alconbury) def. Nathan
Stebbins (Iceland) 6-2, 6-1;
Second round — Jun Koide (1, Internation-
al School of Brussels) def. Thompson 6-3,
6-1; Devin Hayes (2, Hanau) def. Felice 6-0,
6-0; Mike Sanchez (3, Heidelberg) def. Dever-
ill 6-0, 6-0; Adam Beveridge (4, Ankara) def.
McClure 6-1, 6-0; John Pendergrass (5, Bit-
burg) def. Hawkins 6-0, 6-0; Massicotte def.
Wolfe 6-1, 6-3; Lohmer def. Zain Shah (Baum-
holder) 6-1, 6-2; Ryan Vanderneck (6, Ram-
stein) def. John Keenan (Lakenheath) score
unavailable.
Consolation round — Felice def. Nieto 8-2;

Thompson def. Stebbins 8-2; Wolfe def. Liller
8-1; Keenan def. Cleland 8-0; Deverill def.
Tyson 8-4; McClure def. Baker 8-4; Martz def.
Hawkins 8-2; Shah def. Pauley 8-6.

Boys doubles
First round — Mike Zupi and Andrew Gag-
non (Brus) def. Michael Sexton and Travis
Apling (Iceland) 6-4, 6-4; Mike Ricci and Will-
iam Tori-Ramos (Würzburg) def. Michael Git-
tens and John Malabanan (Baumholder) 6-1,
6-0; Blair Martin and Sam Pohl (Heidelberg)
def. Levi Porter and Seth Villareal (London
Central) 6-2, 6-2; Atrayu Oldread and Earon
Brown (Kaiserslautern) def. Chris Outten
and Jezer Gonzalez (Bamberg) 6-2, 6-2; Io-
nannis Stratakos and Phillip Raditsas
(SHAPE) def. Zack Hilliker and Shaun Gelpi
(Hanau) 7-5, 6-4; Chris Modica and Mike
Adams (Mannheim) def. James Johnson and
Byron Schaffer (Vilseck) 7-5, 2-6, 6-1.
Second round — Matt Omdal and Matt
Luthman (1, Ramstein) def. Stratakos and Pa-
ditsas 6-1, 6-1; Nikolas Serpanos and Ken
Kolide (2, ISB) def. Oldread and Brown 6-1,
6-2; Joe Morrow and David Vega (3, Patch)
def. Ricci and Mori-Ramos 6-4, 6-2; Phil Bur-
roughs and Dan Devereaux (4, Lakenheath)
def. Phillip Lilland and Nemanja Ivanovski
(AFNORTH) 6-3, 6-3; David Schiller and Max
Reuning (5, Alconbury) def. Chris Modica
and Mike Adams (Mannheim 6-2, 6-3; Jose
Tovar and Zach Heath (Bitburg) def. Shaun
Redden and Isaiah Cole (Hohenfels) 6-0, 6-0;
Matt McGee and Steven Spurgeon (6, Wies-
baden) def. Martin and Pohl, score unavail-
able.
Consolation round — Oldread and Brown
def. Hilliker and Gelpi 8-2; Sexton and Apling
def. Redden and Cole 8-0; Martin and Pohl
def. Johnson and Schaffer 8-0; Lilland and
Ivanovski def. Gittens and Malabanan 8-2;
Porter and Villareal def. Modica and Adams
8-1; Stratakos and Raditsas def. Outten and
Gonzalez 8-4.
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AFN TV & Radio
Saturday

AFN-Sports, 8:30 a.m.—Air Force Football
With Fisher De Berry (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College football: Ha-
waii at Boise St. (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, 6 p.m.—College football:
Penn St. at Ohio St.

AFN-Pacific, 6 p.m.—College football: Okla-
homa at Oklahoma St.

AFN-Sports, 6:30 p.m.—College football:
Tennessee at South Carolina.

AFN-Atlantic, 9:30 p.m.—College football:
Michigan at Michigan St.

AFN-Pacific, 9:30 p.m.—College football:
Florida vs. Georgia.

AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.—College football:
Texas at Colorado.

Sunday
AFN-Sports, 7 a.m.—Auto racing: Busch Se-

ries Aaron’s 312 (dld).
AFN-Sports, 11 a.m.—College football:

Miami at North Carolina (dld).
AFN-Atlantic, 11 a.m.—College football:

California at Arizona St.
AFN-Sports, 6:30 p.m.—Auto racing: Nextel

Cup Bass pro Shops MBNA 500.
AFN-Atlantic, 7 p.m.—NFL: Baltimore at

Philadelphia.
AFN-Pacific, 7 p.m.—NFL: N.Y. Giants at

Minnesota.
AFN-Radio, 7 p.m.—NFL: Teams TBD.
AFN-Atlantic, 10 p.m.—NFL: New England

at Pittsburgh.
AFN-Pacific, 10 p.m.—NFL: Atlanta at Den-

ver.
AFN-Radio, 10 p.m.—NFL: Teams TBD.
AFN-Sports, 10:30 p.m.—NFL: Carolina at

Seattle.

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Some radio broadcasts
not available in all areas. Visit
www.myafn.net for more information.

Pro football
NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
New England 6 0 0 1.000 148 90
N.Y. Jets 5 1 0 .833 127 102
Buffalo 1 5 0 .167 77 106
Miami 1 6 0 .143 86 121

South
Jacksonville 5 2 0 .714 122 126
Indianapolis 4 2 0 .667 183 133
Houston 3 3 0 .500 138 137
Tennessee 2 5 0 .286 124 158

North
Pittsburgh 5 1 0 .833 136 114
Baltimore 4 2 0 .667 117 85
Cleveland 3 4 0 .429 147 147
Cincinnati 2 4 0 .333 106 139

West
Denver 5 2 0 .714 140 100
San Diego 4 3 0 .571 177 142
Kansas City 2 4 0 .333 161 142
Oakland 2 5 0 .286 124 181

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

 W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 6 0 0 1.000 171 94
N.Y. Giants 4 2 0 .667 117 100
Dallas 2 4 0 .333 107 156
Washington 2 4 0 .333 84 95

South
Atlanta 5 2 0 .714 129 142
New Orleans 3 4 0 .429 154 191
Tampa Bay 2 5 0 .286 109 124
Carolina 1 5 0 .167 83 135

North
Minnesota 5 1 0 .833 170 128
Detroit 4 2 0 .667 116 123
Green Bay 3 4 0 .429 178 172
Chicago 1 5 0 .167 85 108

West
St. Louis 4 3 0 .571 158 165
Seattle 3 3 0 .500 129 101
Arizona 2 4 0 .333 112 104
San Francisco 1 5 0 .167 105 159

Sunday’s games
Miami 31, St. Louis 14
Detroit 28, N.Y. Giants 13
Baltimore 20, Buffalo 6
Kansas City 56, Atlanta 10
Jacksonville 27, Indianapolis 24
Tampa Bay 19, Chicago 7
San Diego 17, Carolina 6
Philadelphia 34, Cleveland 31, OT
Minnesota 20, Tennessee 3
New England 13, N.Y. Jets 7
Green Bay 41, Dallas 20
Arizona 25, Seattle 17
New Orleans 31, Oakland 26
Open: Pittsburgh, Washington, San Fran-

cisco, Houston
Monday’s game

Cincinnati 23, Denver 10
Sunday, Oct. 31

Detroit at Dallas
Arizona at Buffalo
Cincinnati at Tennessee
Green Bay at Washington
Jacksonville at Houston
Indianapolis at Kansas City
Baltimore at Philadelphia
N.Y. Giants at Minnesota
Carolina at Seattle
Atlanta at Denver
Oakland at San Diego
New England at Pittsburgh
San Francisco at Chicago
Open: Tampa Bay, St. Louis, New Orleans,

Cleveland
Monday, Nov. 1

Miami at N.Y. Jets

College football
AP Top 25 fared

How the top 25 teams in The Associated
Press’ college football poll fared Thursday:

No. 1 Southern Cal (7-0) did not play. Next:
at Washington State, Saturday.

No. 2 Oklahoma (7-0) did not play. Next: at
No. 20 Oklahoma State, Saturday.

No. 3 Auburn (8-0) did not play. Next: at
Mississippi, Saturday.

No. 4 Miami (6-0) did not play. Next: at
North Carolina, Saturday.

No. 5 Florida State (6-1) did not play. Next:
at Maryland, Saturday.

No. 6 Wisconsin (8-0) did not play. Next:
vs. No. 24 Minnesota, Nov. 6.

No. 7 California (5-1) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 20 Arizona State, Saturday.

No. 8 Texas (6-1) did not play. Next: at Colo-
rado, Saturday.

No. 9 Utah (7-0) did not play. Next: at San
Diego State, Saturday.

No. 10 Georgia (6-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Florida, Saturday.

No. 11 Tennessee (6-1) did not play. Next:
at South Carolina, Saturday.

No. 12 Michigan (7-1) did not play. Next:
vs. Michigan State, Saturday.

No. 13 Virginia (6-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Maryland, Nov. 6.

No. 14 Louisville (5-1) did not play. Next: at
Memphis, Nov. 4.

No. 15 West Virginia (6-1) did not play.
Next: at Rutgers, Saturday.

No. 16 Texas A&M (6-1) did not play. Next:
at Baylor, Saturday.

No. 17 Purdue (5-2) did not play. Next: at
Northwestern, Saturday.

No. 18 Boise State (7-0) did not play. Next:
vs. Hawaii, Friday.

No. 19 LSU (5-2) did not play. Next: vs.
Vanderbilt, Saturday.

No. 20 Arizona State (6-1) did not play.
Next: at No. 7 California, Saturday.

No. 20 Oklahoma State (6-1) did not play.
Next: vs. No. 2 Oklahoma, Saturday.

No. 22 Virginia Tech (6-2) beat Georgia
Tech 34-20. Next: at North Carolina, Nov. 6.

No. 23 Iowa (5-2) did not play. Next: at Illi-
nois, Saturday.

No. 24 Minnesota (6-2) did not play. Next:
at Indiana, Saturday.

No. 25 Southern Mississippi (5-1) did not
play. Next: vs. Cincinnati, Nov. 6.

Thursday
No. 22 Virginia Tech 34,

Georgia Tech 20
Virginia Tech 0 7 2 25—34
Georgia Tech 0 17 0 3—20

Second Quarter
GT—Johnson 9 pass from Ball (Bell kick),

9:46.
GT—Daniels 13 run (Bell kick), 9:00.
VT—Clowney 34 pass from Randall (Pace

kick), 5:14.
GT—FG Bell 46, :35.

Third Quarter
VT—Safety, Ball runs out of end zone, 4:09.

Fourth Quarter
VT—FG Pace 30, 1:11.
GT—FG Bell 34, 5:44.
VT—Royal 80 pass from Randall (Randall

pass to Johnson), 5:28.
VT—Morgan 51 pass from Randall (Pace

kick), 3:10.
VT—Minor 64 interception return (Pace

kick), :56.
A—48,398.
 VT GT

First downs 17 19
Rushes-yards 33-142 40-166
Passing 304 179
Comp-Att-Int 18-31-1 14-29-2
Return Yards 79 35
Punts-Avg. 6-42.7 6-45.8
Fumbles-Lost 4-2 4-2
Penalties-Yards 10-108 8-65
Time of Possession 28:13 31:47

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Virginia Tech, Imoh 22-77, Ran-

dall 9-64, Humes 1-3, team 1-(minus 2). Geor-
gia Tech, Ball 15-60, Woods 9-57, Daniels
14-53, Grant 2-(minus 4).

Passing—Virginia Tech, Randall
18-31-1-304. Georgia Tech, Ball 14-29-2-179.

Receiving—Virginia Tech, Clowney 4-65,
Royal 3-91, Hyman 3-34, Imoh 3-0, Morgan
2-79, Mazzetta 1-21, Kinzer 1-8, Humes 1-6.
Georgia Tech, Curry 4-51, C.Johnson 4-51, Wil-
liams 2-45, Woods 2-16, Bilbo 2-16.

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer playoffs
Conference Semifinals

(Two-leg Aggregate Score Series)
Eastern Conference

Columbus vs. New England
Saturday, Oct. 23

New England 1, Columbus 0, New England
leads series 1-0

Sunday, Oct. 31
New England at Columbus

D.C. United vs. MetroStars
Saturday, Oct. 23

D.C. United 2, MetroStars 0, D.C. United
leads series 2-0

Saturday, Oct. 30
MetroStars at D.C United

Western Conference
Kansas City vs. San Jose

Sunday, Oct. 24
San Jose 2, Kansas City 0, San Jose leads

series 2-0
Saturday, Oct. 30

San Jose at Kansas City
Los Angeles vs. Colorado

Friday, Oct. 22
Colorado 1, Los Angeles 0, Colorado leads

series 1-0
Saturday, Oct. 30

Colorado at Los Angeles

Pro basketball
NBA preseason
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 6 2 .750 —
New York 5 3 .625 1
New Jersey 4 4 .500 2
Boston 2 6 .250 4
Toronto 1 5 .167 4

Southeast Division
Miami 4 3 .571 —
Orlando 4 3 .571 —
Charlotte 3 5 .375 1½
Washington 3 5 .375 1½
Atlanta 1 7 .125 3½

Central Division
Cleveland 6 1 .857 —
Indiana 6 1 .857 —
Milwaukee 4 4 .500 2½
Detroit 3 4 .429 3
Chicago 3 5 .375 3½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 6 2 .750 —
San Antonio 3 3 .500 2
Houston 3 4 .429 2½
New Orleans 3 4 .429 2½
Dallas 3 5 .375 3

Northwest Division
Denver 6 1 .857 —
Portland 4 3 .571 2
Minnesota 3 4 .429 3
Utah 3 4 .429 3
Seattle 1 6 .143 5

Pacific Division
Phoenix 6 1 .857 —
L.A. Lakers 6 2 .750 ½
Golden State 5 3 .625 1½
Sacramento 2 5 .286 4
L.A. Clippers 2 6 .250 4½

Wednesday’s games
Boston 96, Detroit 84
Orlando 109, Miami 103
Charlotte 93, Atlanta 89
Indiana 91, Chicago 71
Milwaukee 76, Minnesota 75
San Antonio 79, Houston 69
Portland 97, Toronto 95
Golden State 82, L.A. Clippers 78

Thursday’s games
Cleveland 99, Atlanta 94
New York 89, Utah 83
New Jersey 96, Philadelphia 94
Memphis 99, Milwaukee 92
Denver 93, Houston 88
Dallas 112, Sacramento 93
L.A. Lakers 97, Washington 87
Phoenix 109, L.A. Clippers 88

Friday’s games
Cleveland at Toronto
Denver at Indiana
Detroit at Minnesota
New Orleans at San Antonio
Portland at Seattle
Phoenix at Sacramento

End of preseason

Tennis
Swiss Indoors

Thursday
At St. Jakobshalle
Basel, Switzerland

Purse: $1.255 million (Intl. Series)
Surface: Carpet-Indoor

Singles
Second Round

Bohdan Ulihrach, Czech Republic, def. Ivo
Heuberger, Switzerland, 6-1, 6-4.

Stefan Koubek, Austria, def. Gaston Gaud-
io (3), Argentina, 6-1, 1-6, 6-3.

Tim Henman (2), Britain, def. Wesley Mood-
ie, South Africa, 7-6 (2), 6-7 (0), 6-4.

David Nalbandian (4), Argentina, def. Vin-
cent Spadea, United States, 6-4, 6-4.

Ivan Ljubicic, Croatia, def. Jerome Haeh-
nel, France, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3.

Rainer Schuettler (6), Germany, def. Marco
Chiudinelli, Switzerland, 7-6 (4), 6-2.

Nicolas Massu (7), Chile, def. Mariano Za-
baleta, Argentina, 6-2, 6-4.

Stockholm Open
Thursday

At Kungl, Tennishallen
Stockholm, Sweden

Purse: $816,600 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Second Round

Fernando Verdasco (8), Spain, def. Rae-
mon Sluiter, Netherlands, 6-4, 6-2.

Michael Ryderstedt, Sweden, def. Feli-
ciano Lopez (5), Spain, 6-4, 6-7 (4), 6-3.

Tommy Haas (4), Germany, def. Kenneth
Carlsen, Denmark, 7-5, 7-5.

Joachim Johansson (2), Sweden, def.
Jan-Michael Gambill, United States, 6-4, 6-4.

Andre Agassi (1), United States, def. Jonas
Bjorkman, Sweden, 6-3, 6-4.

St. Petersburg Open
Thursday

At Petersburgsky SCC
St. Petersburg, Russia

Purse: $1 million (Intl. Series)
Surface: Carpet-Indoor

Singles
Second Round

Michael Llodra (7), France, def. Michael
Kohlmann, Germany, 7-6 (3), 6-3.

Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, def. Alex Corretja,
Spain, 7-6 (3), 6-7 (5), 7-6 (8).

Marat Safin (1), Russia, def. Sargis Sarg-
sian, Armenia, 6-4, 6-2.

Mikhail Youzhny (4), Russia, def. Max Mir-
nyi, Belarus, 7-5, 3-6, 6-2.

Generali Ladies Open
Thursday

At Intersport Arena Linz
Linz, Austria

Purse: $585,500 (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Second Round

Vera Zvonareva (4), Russia, def. Nathalie
Dechy, France, 7-6 (5), 6-4.

Meghann Shaughnessy, United States,
def. Julia Schruff, Germany, 7-5, 6-2.

Amelie Mauresmo (1), France, def. Marta
Domachovska, Poland, 6-4, 6-0.

Jelena Jankovic, Serbia-Montenegro, def.
Barbara Schett, Austria, 6-3, 6-1.

Ai Sugiyama (6), Japan, def. Daniela Hantu-
chova, Slovakia, 6-2, 6-1.

SEAT Open
Thursday

At CK Sportcenter Kockelsheuer
Luxembourg

Purse: $225,500 (Tier III)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
Second Round

Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, def.
Paola Suarez (1), Argentina, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Alicia Molik (2), Australia, def. Maria
Sanchez Lorenzo, Spain, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (2).

Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic, def. Eleni
Daniilidou (7), Greece, 6-3, 6-4.

Dinara Safina, Russia, def. Emma Laine,
Finland, 6-2, 6-1.

Golf
Chrysler Championship

Thursday
At Westin Innisbrook Golf Club

Palm Harbor, Fla.
Purse: $5 million

Yardage: 7,340; Par 71 (36-35)
First Round

Jeff Sluman 31-31—62 -9
Jonathan Kaye 34-30—64 -7
Kent Jones 31-33—64 -7
Kirk Triplett 31-33—64 -7
Vijay Singh 35-30—65 -6
Justin Rose 32-33—65 -6
Jonathan Byrd 35-31—66 -5
Jay Haas 36-31—67 -4
Stephen Leaney 35-32—67 -4
Lee Janzen 33-34—67 -4
Jose Maria Olazabal 34-33—67 -4
Carl Pettersson 33-35—68 -3
Chris Riley 34-34—68 -3
Mark Calcavecchia 33-35—68 -3
J.L. Lewis 35-33—68 -3
Woody Austin 35-33—68 -3
Jesper Parnevik 34-34—68 -3
Harrison Frazar 33-35—68 -3
Craig Parry 34-34—68 -3
Joe Durant 35-33—68 -3
Charles Howell III 34-34—68 -3
Tom Byrum 37-31—68 -3
Duffy Waldorf 35-34—69 -2
Brian Gay 34-35—69 -2
Tim Clark 36-33—69 -2
Spike McRoy 37-32—69 -2
Matt Kuchar 36-33—69 -2
Brett Quigley 35-34—69 -2
Brian Bateman 35-34—69 -2
Retief Goosen 35-34—69 -2
Rod Pampling 32-37—69 -2
Billy Mayfair 35-34—69 -2
Kevin Na 35-35—70 -1
Fred Funk 37-33—70 -1
John Huston 35-35—70 -1
Bob Estes 35-35—70 -1
Chad Campbell 38-32—70 -1
Bart Bryant 36-34—70 -1
Vaughn Taylor 36-34—70 -1
Kenny Perry 36-34—70 -1
Tim Herron 35-35—70 -1
Brenden Pappas 36-34—70 -1
Robert Gamez 36-34—70 -1
Skip Kendall 34-36—70 -1
Hidemichi Tanaka 33-37—70 -1
Aaron Baddeley 35-35—70 -1
Neal Lancaster 35-35—70 -1
Briny Baird 34-36—70 -1
Tommy Armour III 36-34—70 -1
David Toms 37-33—70 -1
Ryan Palmer 37-33—70 -1

Robert Allenby 34-36—70 -1
Stephen Ames 35-35—70 -1
Bernhard Langer 36-34—70 -1
Patrick Sheehan 38-33—71 E
Tom Pernice, Jr. 38-33—71 E
Glen Day 36-35—71 E
Pat Perez 37-34—71 E
Justin Leonard 37-34—71 E
Loren Roberts 37-34—71 E
Stuart Appleby 35-36—71 E
Peter Jacobsen 37-34—71 E
J.P. Hayes 37-34—71 E
Arron Oberholser 36-35—71 E
Ted Purdy 35-36—71 E
Hal Sutton 37-34—71 E
Phil Mickelson 36-35—71 E
Len Mattiace 39-32—71 E
Steve Stricker 38-33—71 E
Ben Crane 35-36—71 E
Dean Wilson 37-35—72 +1
Olin Browne 37-35—72 +1
Jay Williamson 36-36—72 +1
Stewart Cink 36-36—72 +1
Brent Geiberger 37-35—72 +1
Davis Love III 38-34—72 +1
Jerry Kelly 36-36—72 +1
Bob Burns 33-39—72 +1
Geoff Ogilvy 38-34—72 +1
Jeff Brehaut 36-36—72 +1
Pat Bates 36-36—72 +1
Jim Furyk 37-35—72 +1
Alex Cejka 37-35—72 +1
Todd Fischer 37-35—72 +1
Tag Ridings 38-34—72 +1
Robert Damron 38-35—73 +2
Tim Petrovic 37-36—73 +2
Chris Smith 37-36—73 +2
K.J. Choi 39-34—73 +2
David Frost 37-36—73 +2
Hank Kuehne 34-39—73 +2
Jose Coceres 37-36—73 +2
Shaun Micheel 39-34—73 +2
Carlos Franco 35-38—73 +2
Cliff Kresge 40-33—73 +2
Tom Carter 38-35—73 +2
Billy Andrade 38-36—74 +3
Bill Glasson 39-35—74 +3
Daniel Chopra 37-37—74 +3
Richard S. Johnson 38-36—74 +3
Niclas Fasth 38-36—74 +3
J.J. Henry 37-37—74 +3
Craig Barlow 40-34—74 +3
Steve Allan 38-36—74 +3
Heath Slocum 39-35—74 +3
Greg Chalmers 37-37—74 +3
Peter Lonard 37-37—74 +3
Esteban Toledo 37-37—74 +3
Lucas Glover 36-38—74 +3
Cameron Beckman 40-35—75 +4
Frank Lickliter II 40-35—75 +4
Craig Perks 37-38—75 +4
Mark Hensby 40-35—75 +4
Paul Azinger 39-36—75 +4
Bo Van Pelt 40-35—75 +4
Dan Forsman 38-37—75 +4
Mike Weir 42-33—75 +4
Fredrik Jacobson 37-38—75 +4
Steve Lowery 37-38—75 +4
Jay Overton 39-36—75 +4
Gene Sauers 41-35—76 +5
Mark Brooks 39-37—76 +5
Joey Sindelar 40-36—76 +5
Rocco Mediate 38-38—76 +5
Mathias Gronberg 42-34—76 +5
Brad Faxon 40-36—76 +5
Rich Beem 40-36—76 +5
Fulton Allem 40-38—78 +7
David Gossett 43-35—78 +7
Hunter Mahan 41-37—78 +7
Joe Ogilvie 42-38—80 +9
Brad Hauer 39-42—81 +10

CJ Nine Bridges Classic
Friday

At Nine Bridges Club Course
Jeju, South Korea

Purse: $1.35 millon
Yardage: 5,764; Par: 72

First Round
a-amateur

Carin Koch 35-31—66 -6
Grace Park 33-33—66 -6
Jill McGill 32-35—67 -5
Karen Stupples 35-32—67 -5
Young-A Yang 33-35—68 -4
Lorena Ochoa 37-31—68 -4
Ju Mi Kim 34-34—68 -4
Shi Hyun Ahn 36-32—68 -4
Young Kim 36-33—69 -3
Stacy Prammanasudh 34-35—69 -3
Mi Hyun Kim 35-34—69 -3
Hyun Ju Shin 35-35—70 -2
Seol-An Jeon 36-34—70 -2
Dorothy Delasin 35-35—70 -2
Catriona Matthew 34-36—70 -2
Angela Stanford 33-37—70 -2
Jeong Jang 37-33—70 -2
Soo-Yun Kang 33-38—71 -1
Becky Morgan 35-36—71 -1
Kate Golden 35-36—71 -1
Jamie Hullett 36-35—71 -1
Na Ri Kim 36-35—71 -1
Grace Lee 36-35—71 -1
a-Hee Young Park 37-34—71 -1
a-Jane Park 36-35—71 -1
Laura Davies 37-34—71 -1
Laura Diaz 36-35—71 -1
Hyun Hee Moon 36-35—71 -1
Sherri Steinhauer 36-35—71 -1
Patricia Meunier-Lebouc 36-35—71 -1
Annika Sorenstam 35-36—71 -1
Kelli Kuehne 38-34—72 E
Ashli Bunch 36-36—72 E
Jean Bartholomew 36-36—72 E
So Hee Kim 34-38—72 E
Janice Moodie 33-39—72 E
Kim Saiki 35-37—72 E
Hee-Won Han 36-36—72 E
Se Ri Pak 37-35—72 E
Rachel Teske 37-35—72 E
Sun Hwa Lee 34-39—73 +1
Gloria Park 38-35—73 +1
Candie Kung 36-37—73 +1
Mi Jung Jeon 38-35—73 +1
Kelly Robbins 35-38—73 +1
Jung Yeon Lee 37-37—74 +2
Sun Wook Lim 36-38—74 +2
Hey Kyung Son 39-35—74 +2
Won Mi Park 36-38—74 +2
Helen Alfredsson 37-37—74 +2
Mi Hyun Cho 38-37—75 +3
Kyeong Eun Bae 37-38—75 +3
Heather Bowie 39-36—75 +3
Vicki Goetze-Ackerman 39-36—75 +3
Reilley Rankin 36-39—75 +3
Aree Song 37-38—75 +3
Natalie Gulbis 40-35—75 +3
Lorie Kane 40-35—75 +3
Christina Kim 37-38—75 +3
Candy Hannemann 35-41—76 +4
Paula Marti 41-35—76 +4
Jackie Gallagher-Smith 38-38—76 +4
Bo Bae Song 38-38—76 +4
Michelle Ellis 36-42—78 +6
Woo-Soon Ko 39-39—78 +6
Siew-Ai Lim 40-39—79 +7
Michelle Estill 37-42—79 +7
Jimin Kang 38-41—79 +7
Eun A Lim 39-42—81 +9

SCOREBOARD

TANK MCNAMARA
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BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

Utah will be a big favorite in its
last four games against Mountain
West Conference opponents, start-

ing Saturday
at San Diego
State.

Still, it
might not be

as easy as it looks for the Utes
(7-0) to finish the regular season
unbeaten.

Familiarity, home-field advan-
tage and emotion could all help
derail Utah’s hopes of becoming
the first team from a non-BCS
conference to participate in the
Bowl Championship Series.

The Utes would guarantee
themselves a spot in one of the
four marquee bowl games and
more than $14 million by finish-
ing in the top six in the BCS stand-
ings. They moved into sixth place
this week, a spot that will be
tough to hold even if they do beat
San Diego State, Colorado State,
Wyoming and BYU.

The Aztecs, Rams, Cowboys
and Cougars will aim to be a spoil-
er.

Also, they all faced Utah last
season, so coach Urban Meyer’s
diverse offense, led by quarter-
back Alex Smith, isn’t going to
catch them off guard.

Plus, the conference title race
isn’t over. Colorado State and
BYU each has only one MWC loss
and could still be in the running
for a championship when they
face the Utes.

Remember last year? TCU’s
BCS dreams were ended by
Southern Mississippi, which
ended up winning the Conference
USA title.

The Utes do catch a break by
getting the Rams and Cougars at
home. They play at Wyoming and
San Diego State.

But while San Diego State (2-5,
0-3) has been a disappointment,
the Aztecs’ defense was good
enough to give Michigan fits this
year. And the Cowboys (4-3, 1-2)
beat Mississippi at Laramie in
September.

“Anything can happen. For me,
I’m not too familiar with the rank-
ings,” Utah offensive lineman
Tavo Tupola said. “I’m just wor-
ried about my assignments.
That’s a tough responsibility as it
is.”

The picks:

Saturday

No. 1 Southern Cal (minus 24)
at Washington State: Trojans
have been ranked in top 10 for 26
straight games … USC 37-10.

No. 2 Oklahoma (minus 12) at
No. 20 Oklahoma State: First of
two straight tough road games for
Sooners … OKLAHOMA 33-24.

No. 3 Auburn (minus 18) at Mis-
sissippi: Tigers won’t let it slip

away against Rebels this time …
AUBURN 35-13.

No. 4 Miami (minus 21½) at
North Carolina: Canes could sim-
ply pound Tar Heels … MIAMI
48-20.

No. 5 Florida State (minus
10½) at Maryland: ’Noles’ swarm-
ing defense vs. Terps’ inept of-
fense … FLORIDA STATE 20-3.

No. 7 California (minus 15½)
vs. No. 20 Arizona State: Cal has
scored 106 in two straight victo-
ries over Sun Devils … CALIFOR-
NIA 47-24.

No. 8 Texas (minus 14) at Colo-

rado: Buffs have worst defense in
Big 12 … TEXAS 37-17.

No. 9 Utah (minus 18½) at San
Diego State: Aztecs have No. 1 de-
fense in MWC … UTAH 26-13.

No. 10 Georgia (minus 7) vs.
Florida at Jacksonville, Fla.: Win
one for the Zooker — or not …
GEORGIA 28-17.

No. 11 Tennessee (pick) at
South Carolina: Gamecocks help
Georgia in SEC East race …
SOUTH CAROLINA 20-16.

Michigan State (plus 11) at No.
12 Michigan: Spartans QB Drew
Stanton is fifth in Big 10 in rush-
ing … MICHIGAN 24-17.

No. 15 West Virginia (minus
14½) at Rutgers: Mountaineers
rolling through Big East to BCS
bowl … WEST VIRGINIA 37-18.

No. 16 Texas A&M (minus 24)
at Baylor: Aggies gearing up for
Sooners … TEXAS A&M 37-0.

No. 17 Purdue (minus 9½) at
Northwestern: Boilermakers
could be sluggish after two
straight losses … PURDUE
25-20.

Vanderbilt (plus 24) at No. 19
LSU: First meeting since 1997 …
LSU 42-13.

No. 23 Iowa (minus 11) at Illi-
nois: Illini have lost 13 straight
Big Ten games … IOWA 27-10.

No. 24 Minnesota (minus 17½)
at Indiana: Gophers eat up bad
teams … MINNESOTA 44-14.

Last week: 19-4 (straight);
15-7-1 (vs. points).

Season: 123-30 (straight);
76-67-3 (vs. points).

College football schedule/statistics

Utes’ quest
for perfection
faces obstacles
in Mtn. West

Weekend schedule
Saturday, Oct. 30

EAST
Princeton at Cornell
Richmond at Hofstra
Villanova at Rhode Island
West Virginia at Rutgers
Harvard at Dartmouth
New Hampshire at Northeastern
Wagner at Albany, N.Y.
Georgetown, D.C. at Fordham
Bucknell at Holy Cross
La Salle at Iona
Colgate at Lehigh
Maine at Massachusetts
Cent. Connecticut St. at Monmouth, N.J.
Brown at Penn
Columbia at Yale
Marist at Duquesne
Delaware at Navy
St. Peter’s at Robert Morris
Connecticut at Syracuse
Sacred Heart at Stony Brook
William & Mary at Towson

SOUTH
N.C. State at Clemson
Duke at Wake Forest
Webber International at Jacksonville
Tennessee at South Carolina
S. Carolina St. at Delaware St.
S. Dakota St. at Georgia Southern
Norfolk St. at Howard
St. Francis, Pa. at Morehead St.
Coastal Carolina at Gardner-Webb
Charleston Southern at Liberty
Allen at Savannah St.
The Citadel at Wofford
Charleston, W.Va. at Austin Peay
W. Carolina at Elon
UCF at Marshall
Kentucky at Mississippi St.
Murray St. at E. Kentucky
Army at East Carolina
VMI at James Madison
Prairie View at MVSU
Utah St. at Middle Tennessee
Tennessee Tech at Samford
Florida vs. Georgia at Jacksonville, Fla.
Florida St. at Maryland
Idaho at Troy
Alabama A&M vs. Alabama St. at Birming-

ham, Ala.
Florida Atlantic at Florida A&M
Bethune-Cookman at N. Carolina A&T
Appalachian St. at Chattanooga
Miami at North Carolina
Alcorn St. at SE Louisiana
Texas College at Southern U.
Auburn at Mississippi
Vanderbilt at LSU
Texas State at McNeese St.
Illinois St. at W. Kentucky

MIDWEST
Iowa at Illinois
Missouri at Nebraska
Purdue at Northwestern
Penn St. at Ohio St.
W. Michigan at Cent. Michigan
Drake at Dayton
San Diego at Butler
Minnesota at Indiana
Kansas at Iowa St.
Northwestern St. at N. Dakota St.
Tenn.-Martin at SE Missouri
Tennessee St. at E. Illinois
TCU at Cincinnati
Michigan St. at Michigan
Ohio at Kent St.
Indiana St. at Youngstown St.
N. Illinois at Ball St.
SW Missouri St. at N. Iowa
E. Michigan at Bowling Green
Texas Tech at Kansas St.
W. Illinois at S. Illinois

SOUTHWEST
Oklahoma at Oklahoma St.
Sam Houston St. at Stephen F.Austin
Rice at Tulsa
Jackson St. at Ark.-Pine Bluff
Tulane at Houston
Texas A&M at Baylor
Louisiana-Monroe at North Texas
Grambling St. at Texas Southern

FAR WEST
New Mexico at Colorado St.
Air Force at Wyoming
Arizona St. at California
Texas at Colorado
Washington at Oregon
Stanford at UCLA
Sacramento St. at E. Washington
Weber St. at Idaho St.
UTEP at San Jose St.
Montana at Portland St.
Oregon St. at Arizona
Southern Cal at Washington St.
Fla. International at New Mexico St.
Montana-Western at S. Utah
UC Davis at Cal Poly-SLO
Montana St. at N. Arizona, 9 p.m.
Utah at San Diego St.
SMU at Fresno St.

Division I-A statistics
Total offense

 Plays Yds Yds Pg
California 411 3050 508.3
Louisville 460 3039 506.5
Texas Tech 555 3475 496.4
Utah 504 3422 488.9
Boise St. 568 3372 481.7
Toledo 585 3843 480.4
Minnesota 562 3817 477.1
Virginia 499 3258 465.4
Bowling Green 503 3254 464.9
Oklahoma 521 3204 457.7
Northern Ill. 582 3645 455.6
Purdue 507 3175 453.6
Texas A&M 483 3159 451.3
Texas 503 3146 449.4
Oregon 544 3144 449.1

Rushing offense
 Car Yds Yds Pg
Rice 438 2297 328.1
Texas 351 2112 301.7
Minnesota 387 2227 278.4
Oklahoma St. 378 1886 269.4
West Virginia 343 1841 263.0
Navy 394 1816 259.4

Air Force 399 1749 249.9
Virginia 330 1743 249.0
California 252 1473 245.5
Utah 315 1681 240.1
Louisville 275 1370 228.3
Alabama 360 1808 226.0
Northern Ill. 368 1779 222.4
Oklahoma 314 1537 219.6
UCLA 280 1496 213.7

Passing offense
 Att Cp Yds Yds Pg
Texas Tech 406 260 2969 424.1
Hawaii 302 174 2084 347.3
Toledo 272 193 2587 323.4
Bowling Green 265 179 2239 319.9
Purdue 254 163 2204 314.9
Oregon St. 321 166 2067 295.3
Middle Tenn. St. 256 192 2061 294.4
Rutgers 292 179 2034 290.6
Fla. Atlantic 199 120 1725 287.5
Arizona St. 279 153 2005 286.4
Brigham Young 325 178 2264 283.0
Boise St. 220 139 1972 281.7
TCU 235 137 1964 280.6
Miami (Ohio) 281 172 2239 279.9
Oregon 259 161 1951 278.7

Total defense
 Plays Yds Yds Pg
Alabama 457 1774 221.7
North Carolina St. 438 1638 234.0
Wisconsin 499 1891 236.3
Auburn 487 1949 243.6
LSU 434 1763 251.8
Georgia 411 1837 262.4
Virginia Tech 445 1858 265.4
Florida St. 438 1860 265.7
California 384 1613 268.8
Southern California 451 1889 269.8
Michigan 506 2205 275.6
South Carolina 442 1946 278.0
Louisville 368 1679 279.8
Iowa 466 1959 279.8
Missouri 426 1984 283.4

Rushing defense
 Car Yds Yds Pg
Boise St. 184 440 62.9
Florida St. 226 481 68.7
Michigan 256 573 71.6
Iowa 220 504 72.0
Oklahoma 213 535 76.4
Southern California 217 577 82.4
California 201 516 86.0
Wisconsin 249 713 89.1
Troy 272 655 93.6
Purdue 229 668 95.4
Auburn 265 768 96.0
Louisville 182 588 98.0
Nebraska 240 695 99.3
Notre Dame 276 799 99.9
Boston College 237 701 100.1

Passing defense
 Att Cp Yds TDs Pts
Alabama 171 69 853 6 83.31
Wisconsin 250 119 1178 4 88.46
South Carolina 225 118 1176 3 90.97
Fresno St. 181 86 1041 5 96.10
Virginia Tech 190 101 1062 4 96.53
Oregon St. 245 102 1322 15 98.18
UTEP 264 128 1572 9 99.90
Auburn 222 119 1181 8 100.27
Utah 202 107 1251 2 100.34
Southern Miss. 176 86 1043 7 100.40
Miami (Fla.) 176 83 1013 7 100.68
Texas Tech 230 109 1242 11 100.71
Southern California 234 133 1312 5 100.73
Louisville 186 94 1091 7 101.48
Missouri 171 94 1023 6 101.60

Div. I-A individual statistics
Rushing

 Car Yds Avg Yds Pg
Thomas, No. Texas 151 997 6.6 166.2
Benson, Texas 187 1156 6.2 165.1
Morency, Oklahoma St. 190 1153 6.1 164.7
Arrington, Cal 128 918 7.2 153.0
Moats, La. Tech 182 1213 6.7 151.6
Peterson, Oklahoma 177 1023 5.8 146.1
Williams, Memphis 182 941 5.2 134.4
Jones, Army 105 757 7.2 126.2
Sproles, Kansas St. 170 853 5.0 121.9
Wolfe, No. Illinois 162 967 6.0 120.9
Dorsey, UNLV 153 945 6.2 118.1
Maroney, Minnesota 145 941 6.5 117.6
Hart, Michigan 187 936 5.0 117.0
Seymour, C. Michigan 156 809 5.2 115.6
Drew, UCLA 120 787 6.6 112.4

Passing
 Att Cp Yds TDs Rtg
Lefors, Louisville 116 89 1164 7 179.2
Rodgers, Cal 148 111 1376 14 178.9
Campbell, Auburn 151 103 1490 13 176.9
Gradkowski, Toledo 251 181 2386 19 174.6
Smith, Utah 170 109 1607 15 170.3
Hackney, UAB 180 102 1776 18 168.1
Jacobs, Bowl.Green 257 176 2200 20 164.5
Carney, Air Force 109 71 991 9 161.4
Orton, Purdue 247 158 2090 20 158.5
White, Oklahoma 197 128 1617 17 158.3
Hagans, Virginia 147 99 1372 6 156.5
Marshall, W.Virginia 126 75 1047 12 154.4
Rogers, San Jose St. 98 60 795 9 151.5
Zabransky, Boise St. 200 129 1803 11 150.4
Leak, Florida 227 138 1831 17 148.0

Receiving
 Gms Ct Yds Ct Pg
Ridgeway, Ball State 8 77 989 9.6
Bernal-Wood, Idaho 8 67 586 8.4
Owens, Hawaii 6 47 516 7.8
Moses, Rutgers 7 54 575 7.7
Wright, Middle Tenn. 7 54 719 7.7
Glover, Texas Tech 7 52 567 7.4
Hass, Oregon St. 7 51 798 7.3
Edwards, Michigan 8 58 806 7.3
Philmore, Northwestern 7 50 574 7.1
Flowers, Nevada 8 57 750 7.1
Webb, San Diego St. 7 49 594 7.0
Deslaurie, E. Michigan 7 49 755 7.0
Dowery, Kent State 6 42 362 7.0
Moore, Toledo 8 56 663 7.0
Hicks, Texas Tech 7 48 894 6.9

AP

Oklahoma State tailback Vernand

Morency figures to provide a

challenge for second-ranked

Oklahoma on Saturday. The Cow-

boys have beaten the Sooners in

two of the past three meetings.

Utah’s mountainous task

AP

Utah quarterback Alex Smith will face the top-ranked defense in the

Mountain West Conference when the Utes play at San Diego State on

Saturday. After this weekend, Utah’s remaining regular-season games

are against Colorado State, Wyoming and Brigham Young.
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BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — If Virginia Tech
goes on to win the Atlantic Coast
Conference, remember the last
5½ minutes at Georgia Tech.

For most of the game, the Hok-
ies couldn’t do anything right.

Then, in a stunning turn-
around, they could do no wrong.

Bryan Randall threw two long
touchdown passes and Roland
Minor finished off the Yellow
Jackets with a 64-yard intercep-
tion return, rallying No. 22 Virgin-
ia Tech to a wild 34-20 victory
Thursday night.

For the Hokies (6-2, 3-1 ACC),
this was a crucial victory. They re-
mained one game behind Miami
in the loss column, with a sea-
son-ending game against the Hur-
ricanes at the Orange Bowl.

“This is one of those wins that
is great for your football pro-
gram,” coach Frank Beamer said.
“I hope we build on it. The way
we did it, the way we hung in
there, we never gave up.”

Randall passed for 304 yards,
also hooking up with David
Clowney on a 34-yard touchdown
in the second quarter.

Randall really shined at the
end.

He threw an 80-yard scoring
pass to Eddie Royal with 5:28 re-
maining, then completed a desper-
ation pass for the tying two-point
conversion.

“When we tied it, we knew we
had the momentum,” Randall
said.

“We didn’t think our defense
would give up any more points.”

Georgia Tech’s did. On the Hok-
ies’ next series, Randall ran for
32 yards, then connected with
Josh Morgan for a 51-yard TD
with 3:10 remaining.

Minor, a redshirt freshman, in-
tercepted two passes by Reggie
Ball in the final 2½ minutes, re-
turning the second for the touch-
down that capped a 25-point
fourth quarter by the Hokies.

Georgia Tech (4-3, 3-3) scored
two touchdowns less than a
minute apart in the second quar-
ter for a 14-0 lead. But the Yellow
Jackets couldn’t hold it, their high-
ly ranked defense falling apart in
the final period.

After giving up a total of 265
yards in its two previous games,
the Yellow Jackets were burned
for 446 yards in this one.

“It hurts to let one get away like
this, where we thought we were
in pretty good shape going into
the fourth quarter,” coach Chan

Gailey said. “We gave up some
big plays and just couldn’t sustain
anything offensively.”

Randall completed 18 of 31
passes and also played a big role
in the running game, accounting
for 64 yards on nine carries.

Georgia Tech was still looking
good after Travis Bell kicked his
second field goal, a 34-yarder
with 5:44 remaining for a 20-12
lead.

“Things were going wrong,”
Virginia Tech coach Frank Beam-
er said. “It looked like every time
things were turning around for
us, we did something else.”

But the Hokies managed to sur-
vive on a foggy, wacky night in
downtown Atlanta. The teams
combined for seven turnovers,
173 yards in penalties and plenty
of head-scratching plays.

Ball inexplicably ran out of the
back of the end zone in the third
quarter to give Virginia Tech a
safety. The Hokies had to settle
for a field goal early in the fourth
after having first and goal inside
the Georgia Tech 1.

In the first half, the teams spent
plenty of time giving each other
the ball.

Randall fumbled deep in Geor-
gia Tech territory, while Georgia
Tech’s star running back, P.J.

Daniels, lost the ball twice on the
Hokies side of the field.

After Daniels’ second fumble,
Randall gave the ball right back
with an ill-advised pass over the
middle that was picked off by But-
ler and returned to the Hokies 39.

Finally, someone took advan-
tage. Ball threw a 27-yard pass to
Nate Curry, then hooked up with
Calvin Johnson in the back of the
end zone for a 9-yard touchdown.

Virginia Tech couldn’t even get
its offense back on the field.

On the ensuing kickoff, Royal
was hit from behind and fumbled,
with Georgia Tech’s Jamal Lewis
recovering at the Hokies 28.

Ball completed a 15-yard pass
to Darius Williams, then Daniels
redeemed himself for the fum-
bles with a 13-scoring run that
made it 14-0. The TDs came just
46 seconds apart.

Bell’s 46-yard field goal with 35
seconds left in the first half sent
Georgia Tech to the locker room
with a 17-7 lead.

“To come back after that, boy,
it took some big-time players,”
Beamer said.

No one was bigger than Ran-
dall, who called it “one of the best
moments of my career.”

And one that might be worth re-
membering at the end of the sea-
son.

No. 22 Va. Tech rallies past Georgia Tech
25-point fourth quarter keeps Hokies in running for ACC championship

AP

Virginia Tech wide receiver Josh

Morgan heads for the go-ahead

touchdown on a 51-yard pass

from Bryan Randall on Thursday

night. Virginia Tech won 34-20.
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BY GREG BEACHAM

The Associated Press

BERKELEY, Calif. — Though
they attend one of the nation’s
most prestigious public universi-
ties, don’t ask California’s football
players to decipher their chances
of playing in a Bowl Champion-
ship Series game.

“I think you have to go to grad
school for that,” defensive end
Tom Sverchek said. “We’re not
going to even try. If we get too
caught up in looking ahead to Jan-
uary and lose right now, it won’t
matter.”

The seventh-ranked Golden
Bears (5-1, 3-1 Pac-10) still have
plenty of work to do. But after
years of mediocrity and turmoil
at Cal, it’s becoming difficult to
avoid thoughts of the school’s
first New Year’s Day bowl since
the 1991 season — particularly a
chance at Cal’s first trip to the
Rose Bowl in 45 years.

Starting in Saturday night’s
meeting with No. 20 Arizona
State, Cal finishes its conference
schedule with three home games
and a trip to lowly Washington.
The Bears should be a heavy fa-
vorite in all four, as well as their
hurricane-postponed trip to
Southern Mississippi in Decem-
ber.

They’re eighth in the current
BCS rankings, though those num-
bers won’t mean much until the
season ends. If Southern Califor-
nia also wins out and reaches the

national title game, the Bears ex-
pect to have a clear shot at the
Rose Bowl — at least they hope
so.

Even with five season-ending
victories, the Bears don’t know
whether they’ll be good enough to
earn a BCS spot. There are still
too many variables: Utah’s com-
puter rankings, Florida State’s for-

tunes or even a loss by the Tro-
jans could damage the Bears’
hopes.

“Every game is for the Rose
Bowl, that’s how we look at it,”
center Marvin Philip said. “It’s
tough, because that’s our goal.
You don’t want to be out there
every week thinking everything
is riding on every play, but it’s

hard to put that stuff in the back
of your mind, too.”

The players hear about their
Rose Bowl chances from students
and boosters. A few have tried to
follow the BCS rankings in the
newspaper, though defensive end
Ryan Riddle only got a headache.

Riddle is among the players
who long for a playoff system —

and a chance for a rematch with
the ninth-ranked Utes, who beat
Cal in Salt Lake City last year.

“Their schedule is pretty lacka-
daisical from here on out, and if
they end up going undefeated, it’s
kind of sad that we wouldn’t have
a chance to play them,” said Rid-
dle, second in the Pac-10 with
seven sacks. “I feel kind of bitter
about that team, just because
they beat us last year.

“As a fan of the game, I have
my thoughts [about the BCS], but
I personally believe they should
have playoffs. [Utah] could end
up going undefeated and not have
a shot at the national champion-
ship. To me, that’s a sign that
something is wrong with the sys-
tem.”

All this uncertainty actually
works out perfectly for coach Jeff
Tedford, who claims to have no
idea or interest in his school’s
spot in the national picture.

Cal isn’t a perennial football
power with a roster of elite high
school All-Americans who expect
to be in the national title hunt
every year, so the novelty of the
Bears’ success could be intoxicat-
ing — but since it’s so complicat-
ed, it’s easier to keep his players
focused on the next opponent.

“I don’t know how you hold all
that stuff away from them,” Ted-
ford said. “I just know how we ad-
dress them. I think that we’re ma-
ture enough and experienced
enough to know that it’s one week
at a time. We don’t ever look for-
ward.”

BY TOM CANAVAN

The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
Alonzo Mourning’s first game
back after a kidney transplant
less than a year ago was a lot like
the other 600-plus games in his
NBA career.

“The only thing I can tell you is
I felt his presence,” Philadelphia
76ers center Samual Dalembert
said. “I got a couple of blows to
my mouth. It’s going to be hard
for me to eat tonight.”

Showing remarkable endur-
ance and strength in his first NBA
game since getting a new kidney
on Dec. 19, Mourning had 12
points and five rebounds in lead-
ing the New Jersey Nets to a
96-94 preseason victory over the
76ers on Thursday night.

Mourning ran the court well,
shot well, rebounded and was a
physical presence in the paint,
giving the Nets a boost less than a
week before their season opener
against Shaquille O’Neal and the
Miami Heat.

And Mourning appeared to be
having fun, joking with Sixers
guard Allen Iverson after being
called for an offensive foul.

“I have been playing this game
for over 20 years,” a mat-
ter-of-fact Mourning said after
the game. “It’s just like riding a
bike, you never forget. If you

haven’t ridden one in three years,
they throw one in front of you,
you know what to do with it.”

The 34-year-old Mourning
showed what he meant just sec-
onds after peeling off his sweat
pants and reporting into the game
with 6:15 left in the first quarter.

Mourning ran a pick-and-roll
with Richard Jefferson, and it left
him wide open near the foul line.
Jefferson gave him the ball and
Mourning swished a jumper.

The fans in sparsely filled Con-
tinental Airlines Arena, who had

given Mourning a standing ova-
tion when he entered the game,
cheered even more.

Mourning was supposed to play
eight to 10 minutes, but he re-
markably almost doubled that.
Coach Lawrence Frank even
asked him at one point in the sec-
ond quarter if he was OK. Mourn-
ing smiled and said, “Yes.”

Mourning, who played in each
quarter, fouled out on a charging
call with 7:50 left in the game.
The 12-year-veteran was 3-for-5
from the field and 6-for-10 from
the line.

“I wasn’t thinking of an individ-
ual type of satisfaction,” Mourn-
ing said. “I do know a year ago
playing preseason games was
physically more of a struggle, and
you don’t realize that until now.
Back then, I had learned to deal
with fatigue.”

Mourning, who got a new kid-
ney from a cousin in December,
said it is working perfectly and he
is feeling much better.

“As far as my overall condition-
ing, it does need to be a little bet-
ter,” Mourning said. “At the same
time, I think my recovery is doing
a lot better because I have a new
organ that is doing its job. That
makes a world of difference.”

Mourning said the only thing
that will prevent him from play-
ing is if his doctors tell him to stop
or his body rejects his new kid-
ney.

Cal not spending time calculating BCS chances
With four favorable matchups remaining, first Rose Bowl in 45 years among the possibilities for No. 7 Golden Bears

AP

Cal’s Jonathan Makonnen celebrates after scoring during the Golden Bears’ 38-0 victory over Arizona in

Tucson, Ariz., on Oct. 23. Cal (5-1) is headed toward its first New Year’s Day bowl since the 1991 season.

Mystics’ Holdsclaw
battling depression

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Mystics star
Chamique Holdsclaw says she
left the team in the middle of the
WNBA season because of depres-
sion.

Holdsclaw, then the league’s
second-leading scorer, stopped
playing for the Mystics in July to
deal with an undisclosed medical
issue. She felt afraid and
ashamed to discuss what was
wrong with her, she told The
Washington Post in her first inter-
view since her departure.

“Depression, people just don’t
realize how it can take over your
mind,” said Holdsclaw, the WN-
BA’s No. 1 overall pick in 1999.

“Yes, I was walking around and
looked fine.”

She has been under a psychia-
trist’s care since becoming in-
creasingly withdrawn, alienated
from teammates and family and
even her oldest confidantes, she
said. She changed her cell phone
number so that Washington gener-
al manager Pat Summitt, her
former coach at Tennessee,
couldn’t reach her.

“I just kind of had to break
away from all that,” said Hold-
sclaw, who added that she slept a
lot. “I was just doing my own

thing, just living without all of the
expectations.”

The Mystics went on an improb-
able playoff run in her absence,
winning five of their last six regu-
lar-season games before losing to
Connecticut in the first round of
the Eastern Conference playoffs.

Holdsclaw said she never
watched her teammates or any
other sports on TV. She sat on the
couch in her apartment just a
block from the MCI Center.

“Everything was negative,” she
said. “Dark.”

One Mystics fan confronted her
in public about her absence, she
said.

A passing motorist rolled down
his window and began berating
her, telling her, “You need to get
it together! You need to get back
on the court!”

Holdsclaw responded angrily.
“Do you know me?” she shout-

ed “You don’t know me!”
Holdsclaw missed seven of the

Mystics’ final eight games. The
forward refused to discuss the
reason for her absence, other
than to rule out cancer, pregnan-
cy and drug addiction.

In a statement issued last
month by the team, Holdsclaw
said her condition is not
life-threatening or career-threat-
ening.

Mourning plays for first time
since Dec. kidney transplant

AP

New Jersey’s Alonzo Mourning

(33) had 12 points and five re-

bounds Thursday in the Nets’

96-94 exhibition victory over the

Philadelphia 76ers. It was Mourn-

ing’s first game since receiving a

new kidney on Dec. 19, 2003.
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NFL injury update
Injuries to prominent NFL players, fol-

lowed by team’s prognosis for upcom-
ing game:
Eagles: RB Brian Westbrook (cracked

rib) questionable.
Giants:WR Amani Toomer (hamstring)

questionable; C Shaun O’Hara (viral in-
fection) questionable.
Jaguars: RB Fred Taylor (quadriceps)

questionable.
Ravens: RB Jamal Lewis (suspension)

out; OT Jonathan Ogden (hamstring)
out; TE Todd Heap (ankle) doubtful.
Redskins: LB LaVar Arrington (knee)

out, K John Hall (groin) out.
Vikings: WR Randy Moss (hamstring)

probable.

The Associated Press

ASHBURN, Va. — The tumultu-
ous rookie season of Washington
Redskins rookie Sean Taylor hit a

new low in the
early hours
Thursday when
he was arrested
on a drunken
driving charge.

The No. 5 overall draft pick
from Miami then compounded his
ordeal by keeping the Redskins
guessing as to his whereabouts
until he arrived at Redskins Park
in the afternoon, well after the
team’s practice. He entered the
building through a back door and
met with coach Joe Gibbs.

Several hours later, the team re-
leased a one-sentence statement
announcing that the 21-year-old
safety would be inactive for Sun-
day’s game against the Green Bay
Packers. Gibbs was not available
for comment after the meeting.

Taylor was stopped by a state
trooper at about 2:45 a.m. EDT,
on Washington’s Interstate 495.
Lt. Harry Newlin of the Virginia
State Police said the officer sus-
pected Taylor had been drinking.

“He failed some field sobriety
tests, was subsequently arrested
for driving under the influence,”
Newlin said. “He refused a
breath test, so he was charged
with driving under the influence
and refusal of a breath test.”

Taylor was held for four hours
in the Fairfax County Jail and re-
leased on a $5,000 bond at 10 a.m.
His mug shot shows him wearing
a black T-shirt with two
star-shaped earrings.

Taylor is due in court Dec. 1. A
first offense is punishable by up
to one year in prison and/or a
$2,500 fine. A conviction would
also merit disciplinary action by
the NFL.

Gibbs’ only comments came

while he was still waiting to hear
from Taylor.

“It sounds like it’s serious,”
Gibbs said. “And we’ll kind of
deal with it with what we think is
best for the team.”

But Taylor has made headlines
for all the wrong reasons from the
week he was drafted in April.

He left the NFL’s mandatory
rookie symposium early and was
fined $25,000. He showed up at
his first minicamp wearing shorts
that were so baggy they kept fall-
ing to his knees.

Taylor also fired his agent with-
in days of the draft, and his con-
tract negotiations were delayed
because he took several months
to hire a new one. When he finally
found an agent, he signed a
seven-year, $18 million deal.
After comparing his contract to
those signed by other draftees, he
fired his new agent and rehired
his original one. He also boycott-
ed the media for a few weeks.

Ogden signs seven-year
contract with Ravens

BALTIMORE — All-Pro left
tackle Jonathan Ogden signed a
seven-year contract Thursday
with the Baltimore Ravens, allow-
ing the seven-time Pro Bowler to
finish his career with the Ravens.

“I’m just glad it’s done,” Ogden
said after signing the deal late

Thursday afternoon, according to
the Ravens’ Web site. “I don’t
have to think about it anymore,
not that I was overly concerned
about it.”

Ogden will not play this week
because of a pulled hamstring.

Eagles RB Levens to start
for injured Westbrook

PHILADELPHIA — With lead-
ing rusher Brian Westbrook like-
ly out of Sunday’s game against
Baltimore with a cracked rib,
34-year-old running back Dorsey
Levens will start.

Levens never thought he’d get
that chance again.

“I can’t say that I did, honest-
ly,” Levens said Thursday. “At
my age and position, it’s just not a
likely scenario at this point. But
it’s here and it’s time to go.”

It’s Levens’ first start since
Dec. 16, 2001, in his final season
with Green Bay. Levens had two
1,000-yard seasons from
1994-2001 and is fourth on the
Packers’ career rushing list.

He spent the 2002 season with
the Eagles and had the worst sea-
son of his career last year with
the Giants, averaging a ca-
reer-low 2.9 yards per carry. Lev-
ens said he was ready to quit, but
he continued to work out in case
an opportunity to play arose.

Levens will face one of the top
run defenses in the NFL. The
Ravens are seventh in the league
in run defense, allowing 100.3
yards per game and only 3.4
yards a carry.

“It’s probably not the best tim-
ing in the world because it is a
good defense, but the opportunity
presents itself,” Levens said.

Bears rookie Harris
fined $5,000 for late hit

LAKE FOREST, Ill. — Chicago
Bears rookie defensive tackle
Tommie Harris was fined $5,000
for knocking Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers quarterback Brian Griese
to the ground Sunday during a
dead-ball situation.

Harris said Thursday he plans
to appeal the fine, his second of
the season.

After drunken-driving arrest,
Redskins bench rookie Taylor

BY ROB MAADDI

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Visions of
Terrell Owens coming across the
middle have probably raced
through Ray Lewis’ mind all
week.

The All-Pro linebacker hasn’t
admitted having such thoughts re-
cently, but he sure isn’t going to
hold back if he gets a shot at
Owens when the Baltimore
Ravens visit the Philadelphia Ea-
gles on Sunday.

The two friends became adver-
saries when Owens rejected the
Ravens, forcing a trade to the Ea-
gles less than two weeks after San
Francisco initially sent the
four-time Pro Bowl wide receiver
to Baltimore last March.

Lewis and Owens had a few
testy exchanges leading up to a
preseason game in Philadelphia,
beginning with Lewis warning
Owens not to cross the middle.
But both insist they’re focused on
the game this time.

“I look forward to anybody
with an opposite-colored jersey
coming over the middle. There’s
no more emphasis on T.O. than
anybody else,” Lewis said. “My
way to heaven doesn’t go through
Terrell Owens, so I wish we’d
stop bringing him up.”

Owens would rather talk about
his success with the Eagles, who
are seeking the first 7-0 record in
franchise history.

“I’m just thankful that I’m
here,” he said. “I knew that for
me to be productive and play like
the receiver that I know I can be,
I had to be put in the right situa-
tion.”

The loquacious Owens never
made a secret of his desire to play
with quarterback Donovan Mc-
Nabb. But, he said for the first
time this week that an “offensive”
racial comment by Ravens Gener-
al Manager Ozzie Newsome also
persuaded him to spurn Balti-
more.

In his recent autobiography,
Owens wrote that Newsome told
the wide receiver’s agent that,
“He was a black man from Ala-

bama just like TO” and that
“sometimes a black man’s gotta
be slapped.”

Owens made a statement on the
first play against the Ravens in
the exhibition game, racing past
cornerback Gary Baxter and
catching an 81-yard touchdown
pass from McNabb.

With Deion Sanders joining
Baxter and All-Pro cornerback
Chris McAlister in Baltimore’s
secondary, Owens might have a
tougher time going deep.

“He’s a great receiver, so how
can you not look forward to the
matchup?” Baxter said. “It’s noth-
ing personal. He’s just going to go
out there and do his thing and I’ll
do my thing and we’ll all get on
the same page.”

Owens has 34 catches for 596
yards and eight touchdowns.

“He’s having one of the great
seasons in the league. It’s going to
be an interesting matchup,” McAl-
ister said. “If he gets behind us,
he’s going to score, so obviously,
the goal is to keep him in front of
you.”

The Ravens (4-2) need to con-
tain Owens and the rest of the Ea-
gles’ offense, because their deplet-
ed offense has trouble scoring.

Baltimore will be without
All-Pro running back Jamal
Lewis (suspension) and All-Pro
tackle Jonathan Ogden (ham-
string). They also likely won’t
have Pro Bowl tight end Todd
Heap, who has been sidelined
since the second week of the sea-
son with a sprained ankle.

Still, Baltimore’s defense, led
by Lewis, the cornerbacks and
safeties Ed Reed and Will
Demps, is a formidable challenge
for Philadelphia’s offense. The Ea-
gles’ average of 28.5 points per
game is second in the NFL. But
no team has allowed fewer points
(85) than the Ravens.

The Eagles’ already-thin run-
ning backs corps could be without
Brian Westbrook, questionable
with a cracked rib. Westbrook
has 458 yards rushing, including
two 100-yard games, and has 31
receptions for 249 yards. Veteran
Dorsey Levens will start if West-
brook doesn’t.

They meet again
Lewis, Owens avoid controversy
before Ravens-Eagles matchup

AP

Ravens linebacker Ray Lewis,

above, attempted to lure Terrell

Owens to Baltimore in the offsea-

son. This week he said, “My way

to heaven doesn’t go through

Terrell Owens, so I wish we’d

stop bringing him up.”

AP

Philadelphia wide receiver Terrell

Owens, above, refused to be

traded to Baltimore during the

offseason. The four-time Pro

Bowler decided to be low-key this

week, saying, “I’m just thankful

that I’m here.”
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PALM HARBOR, Fla. — A few hours after Jeff
Sluman finished his record-setting round, the score-
board behind him on the putting green made it clear

that no one was going to catch his
9-under 62 in the Chrysler Cham-
pionship.

Before long, players walked by
with their congratulations.

“Tell me you stopped after 16,”
Peter Jacobsen said.

Kevin Na took the belly putter from Sluman and
said, “Why are you practicing?”

It’s been a while since Sluman was the center of at-
tention. It felt even longer since he has seen so many
shots go where he was aiming, and so many putts dis-
appear into the hole.

Sluman missed only one green Thursday, made
nine birdies and never came close to a bogey in
building a two-shot lead on the Copperhead course
at Innisbrook that played nearly a half-shot over
par. The previous course record was 63 by K.J. Choi
in the opening round two years ago.

Jonathan Kaye and Kent Jones — one guy trying
to get into the Tour Championship, the other trying
to keep his PGA Tour card — were at 64. Kaye got
there in style with a hole-in-one on No. 17, and finish-
ing with a birdie.

Vijay Singh, who needs only a top 15 at Innisbrook
to assure himself a $10 million season, had a 65.

The only thing Sluman lacked was an explanation.
“It was one of those days that, because you’re play-

ing so well, it just seems easy,” Sluman said. “And
you kind of wonder to yourself why in the world you
can’t do that more often.”

Sluman isn’t starving, but he is only No. 79 on the
money list and one of the few guys who isn’t on some
kind of bubble in the final full-field tournament of
the year.

Sunday will decide who gets into the Tour Champi-
onship (top 30 on the money list), the Masters (top
40) and who keeps their jobs next year (top 125).

That’s why it was such a good start — and a great
finish — for Kaye, who is 32nd on the money list
$32,000 behind the guy in 30th place. And it was
even more important to Jones, who is 124th on the
money list and showed up in Tampa some $1,200
over Olin Browne at No. 125.

Kirk Triplett made six birdies on his first eight

holes, cooling from there to join Jones and Kay at 64.
Justin Rose of England had a 65 and was tied with

Singh.

Garcia takes one-stroke lead in Volvo Masters

SOTOGRANDE, Spain — Sergio Garcia birdied
the last two holes to overcome a poor start and shoot
2-under-par 69 and snatch a one-stroke lead in the
Volvo Masters at Valderrama.

After a bogey on the first hole and a double-bogey
on No. 3, Garcia birdied five holes on the back nine
to move past Alastair Forsyth into the lead with a
total of 6-under 136.

The Scot bogeyed the last for a 69 and was one
ahead of Ian Poulter, who carded a 67.

Darren Clarke made an 11 on Valderrama’s
treacherous 536-yard, par-5 17th hole, in which the
green slopes toward a lake that fronts the green.

Clarke hit his second shot into a bunker on the
17th.

“I hit a sand wedge which spun back into the
water,” he said. “I dropped out, hit another one from
70 yards, another really good shot right behind the
flag. It pitched back and kept going into the water.
Back to the drop zone, hit another, a bit heavy. It
pitched over the flag and came back into the water.

“I hit another to the back edge of the green. It
spun back but stayed up on top. Two putts, 11.”

Koch, Park pace LPGA field in S. Korea

JEJU, South Korea — Carin Koch of Sweden and
South Korea’s Grace Park shot 6-under 66 on Fri-
day, taking the lead after the first round of the LP-
GA’s CJ Nine Bridges Classic.

As NASCAR gets back to business,
Busch leads the chase for the Cup

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Defining one of
the goals of owners in collective
bargaining talks, NBA Commis-
sioner David Stern said teams
would like relief from long-term
contract obligations to unproduc-
tive players.

The NBA’s seven-year labor
agreement expires after the up-
coming season, and the league
and players’ union have been
holding preliminary talks on a
new deal — the first since the
sides went through a costly lock-
out that wiped out a large portion
of the 1998-99 season.

Sounding a fairly optimistic
tone, Stern said it was far too
early in the process to even be
speaking about the possibility of
another lockout.

But he did give some insight
into what’s behind one of the own-
ers’ current proposals — cutting
the maximum length of contracts
from seven years to four.

“Owners, on balance, want to
come up with system that’s a bit
more profitable than the existing
system and doesn’t reward play-
ers who are no longer in the
league — or who shouldn’t be in
the league at higher prices,”
Stern said Thursday in a confer-
ence call with reporters.

“Players getting contracts and
not playing in the league is taking
money from players who are in
the league and are playing heavi-
ly. That’s what gets us into discus-
sions of shorter contracts,” Stern
said.

Stern met with ownership’s ne-
gotiating committee earlier this
week during the league’s Board
of Governors meeting, giving a
briefing on what parameters have
been established in talks with the
union.

The union is seeking greater
freedom of movement for play-
ers, along with an end to the es-
crow tax system under which 10
percent of players’ paychecks are
withheld, and the luxury tax sys-
tem that penalizes owners with
the highest payrolls.

Stern also said he has asked for
a 20-year-old age limit, with in-
centives provided to players who
defer their draft eligibility to stay
in college. The union says it ada-
mantly opposes raising the cur-
rent age limit of 18.

“There are lots of proposals
and ideas going around. We re-
main committed to a process that
guarantees the players a specific
percentage of revenues,” Stern
said. “We’re talking more about
certain approaches as to redistrib-
uting money than we are about
major efforts to clamp that
money down.”

NBA owners are also seeking a
reduction in the size of annual
raises given in long-term con-
tracts. Currently, players can re-
ceive 12.5 percent raises if they
re-sign with their current team;
10 percent if they sign with a new
team as a free agent.

Owners are also seeking a re-
duction in the starting salary for
the midlevel exception, which al-
lows teams over the salary cap to
free agents.

Cavs decline option on Wagner

CLEVELAND — Guard Da-
juan Wagner will become a free
agent after this season because
the Cleveland Cavaliers declined
their $3.4 million contract option
for 2005-06 on Friday.

The sixth overall pick in the
2002 draft, Wagner has shown
flashes of being a productive play-
er. He averaged 13.4 points in 47
games as a rookie and 6.5 last sea-
son in 44 games. He missed 33
games after knee surgery.

Wagner sprained his ankle dur-
ing the preseason and might
begin the regular season on the in-
jured list.

Dotson ruled incompetent
to stand trial in murder case

WACO, Texas — The former
Baylor basketball player charged
with murdering a teammate was
ruled incompetent to stand trial
on Thursday.

Carlton Dotson, 22, was sent by
District Judge George Allen to a
state mental hospital for up to
four months, after which his com-
petence will be re-evaluated.

Dotson could get life in prison
if convicted of shooting Patrick
Dennehy, who was missing for
about six weeks before his body
was found in 2003 in a field near
Baylor’s Waco campus.

Agassi cruises to semis
in Stockholm

STOCKHOLM, Sweden —
Top-seeded Andre Agassi won his
third straight-sets match in a row,
advancing to the semifinals of the-
Stockholm Open on Friday.

The American veteran, who
lost in the quarterfinals in 1989
and 1994 at the Globe Arena
across town, beat Spain’s Fernan-
do Verdasco 7-6 (4), 6-2 on the
Royal Tennis Hall’s fast Plexi-
pave court.

Germany’s Tommy Haas, the
fourth seed, also made the final
four, defeating Olivier Rochus of
Belgium 6-3, 7-6 (4).

Haas will play Agassi in Satur-
day’s semifinals.

Next year’s Tour de France
route tougher for Armstrong

PARIS — The 2005 Tour de
France might give other riders
their best chance to test Lance
Armstrong, if he goes for a sev-
enth straight title.

Organizers unveiled the 2005
Tour route, which runs from July
2-24, passes through Germany
and features 21 stages over 2,222
miles.

The mountaintop finishes are
less intense and the time trials
shorter, possibly cutting into Arm-
strong’s strengths.

Replacing the customary open-
ing day prologue is an 11.8-mile
time trial from Fromentiere to
Noirmoutier-en-L’Ile. Armstrong
usually dominates clock races,
and the short distance of the open-
ing stage seems designed to mini-
mize the gaps the Texan can
open.

Sluman’s 62
leads PGA
event in Fla.

AP

Jeff Sluman, above, played Thursday on the Copper-

head course at Innisbrook, which played nearly a

half-shot over par. The previous course record of 63

was set by K.J. Choi in the first round two years ago.

Stern: Owners want relief
from some long-term deals

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

HAMPTON, Ga. — The
NASCAR family paused for a few
days to mourn.

Now it’s back to business.
The seventh stop in NASCAR’s

championship chase is Atlanta
Motor Speedway, where Kurt
Busch will try to extend his lead
over Jeff Gordon and Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. in Sunday’s Bass Pro
Shops MBNA 500.

Not that it’s business as usual.
The sport was rocked last Sun-

day by the plane crash that killed
the son, brother and twin nieces
of prominent car owner Rick Hen-
drick. They were traveling to the
race in Martinsville, Va., and the
team plane slammed into the side
of a mountain.

All 10 people aboard were
killed, including the general man-
ager of Hendrick Motorsports,
the team’s chief engine builder,

and a pilot for NASCAR driver
Tony Stewart.

“There will be a somber feeling
to things,” said Busch, who holds
a 96-point lead over Gordon with
just four races remaining. “It’s a
tight-knit community, and we’re
all going to be here to support the
Hendrick family.”

NASCAR and at least one major
sponsor cut back on their promo-
tional events during the week out
of respect for the victims.

Candlelight vigils were held in
North Carolina. But this is a sport
that’s accustomed to dealing with
death, so calling off the next race
was never an option.

All of Hendrick’s drivers —
Gordon, Jimmie Johnson, Terry
Labonte and Brian Vickers — will
be racing on the high-banked,
1.54-mile oval that usually pro-
duces the fastest speeds on the
Nextel Cup circuit.

Gordon, a four-time champion,

is the team’s best hope for a title
in 2004, though Johnson has
jumped up to fourth by winning
the past two races.

The 26-year-old Busch is clear-
ly in the driver’s seat, poised to be-
come the second-youngest cham-
pion in NASCAR’s modern era.
The only driver he can’t surpass
is Gordon, who was 24 when he
won the first of his titles in 1995.

Earnhardt trails by 125 points,
while Johnson is a whopping 207
points behind. Everyone behind
Busch in the 10-man champion-
ship chase needs the leader to
have a major meltdown.

For instance, if Gordon wins
the last four races and picked up
the maximum number of points,
Busch could still claim the title by
one point if he averaged a
fourth-place finish and led only
one lap the rest of the way.

Earnhardt’s title hopes took a
major blow last week when he got
caught up in a wreck and finished
33rd in the Subway 500.
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B
aseball in the 21st century is pre-
senting us with grave difficulties.
Nothing is this good. When you
hit the mega-millions lottery

once, it’s a fantasy. When you win it twice,
it’s a miracle. When you win it the third
time, it’s got to be a trick. But here we are:
Three times in four seasons baseball fans
have hit once-in-a-lifetime October lotter-
ies. Color me blissfully suspicious.

The 2001 World Series is the consensus
best ever with three
walk-off games for the
ages, plus the sport’s ul-
timate scene: An under-
dog (Arizona) trails the
Yanks entering the
ninth inning of Game 7,
but rallies to win
against the best postsea-
son reliever ever.

Then ’03 gave us the
best postseason ever
with two win-
ner-take-all Division Se-
ries games, followed by
two seven-game pen-

nant playoffs, which are so indelible that
two names (neither a player) reprise the
whole plot: Grady Little and Steve Bart-
man. Then the wild-card Marlins won the
Series on the Yanks’ home turf led by a
23-year-old pitcher and a 73-year-old man-
ager.

And now we are left to digest and delight
in this thing that the Red Sox have done.
But what is it? In a roadside restaurant on
Thursday morning, three Boston fans, all
in Red Sox caps, paid a cashier who was
still wearing her “Go Cardinals” pin. The
whole joint was decked in Cards colors and
placards, appropriate for a city that wor-
ships baseball.

“Congratulations,” she said to them.
“No, really, congratulations.”

Partly, that’s Midwestern manners and
generosity of spirit, which isn’t a fiction.
Leaving a Busch Stadium parking lot at 1
a.m. after Game 4, the attendant even said
“Congratulations” to me and I was only
wearing a plain blue jacket with a red lin-
ing.

What we’ve just seen is the most widely
popular and emotionally satisfying base-
ball season since the silliness began in
1869.

The most beloved of all the star-crossed
teams in all our sports — the Red Sox —
just completed the greatest comeback in
the history of any American professional
sport by beating the Yankees after trailing
three games to none. Then they capped
their Reverse the Curse celebration with a
sweep of the (supposedly) best team in
baseball, the 105-win Cards, in which Bos-
ton never trailed.

The Red Sox went to the absolute brink
of emotional devastation, at least in sports
terms, with a 19-8 loss in Game 3 of the
ALCS. Even now, who can believe the lines
of the Nos. 2 through 5 hitters in the Yan-
kee box score: Rodriguez 5-5-3-3, Sheffield
5-3-4-4, Matsui 6-5-5-5, Williams 6-1-4-3.
That’s a combined 22-14-16-15! Have four
consecutive hitters ever topped that? No
wonder that, during such lopsided routes,
old coaches yell, “Save some of ’em.” In
baseball, the law of averages is not only im-
mutable but also sometimes immediate. As
a group, Rodriguez, Sheffield, Matsui and
Williams are .300 hitters. After their
16-for-22 eruption, they went 13 for 74
(.176) in New York’s four losses. So, in the
last five games of the ALCS, they hit .302
— exactly what should have been expected
of them. But they did it all in Game 3,
which set the stage for history.

That the Red Sox, of all teams, should re-
cover from just a bludgeoning in their own
Fenway Park evokes phrases like “the
power of the human spirit,” which usually
seem embarrassingly out of place in games
played by millionaires. But if you watched
those last five games, played in a crisp av-
erage time of 4 hours, 31 minutes, you
were left thinking, “I’ll never see anything
like that again.”

Nobody in baseball, facing a three-game
deficit, had even forced a Game 7 before,
much less won it. The Red Sox did it with a
four-day balancing act in which, in almost
every inning, it seemed they were about to
plunge to their demise.

“You just try to simplify it, because if
you look too far ahead it gets overwhelm-
ing,” said Boston manager Terry Franco-
na. “When I looked at that series and saw
all the opportunities we had to lose, I’m
glad we didn’t look ahead or it would have
been insurmountable.”

Even in retrospect it seems insurmount-
able. How did they do it? The Red Sox did
it with two extra-inning, game-winning
hits by David Ortiz after hanging two

blown saves on Mariano Rivera on the
same calendar date (Oct. 18). How narrow
was the margin? If Dave Roberts, safe by
inches, had been called out stealing in the
ninth inning of Game 4 or if, moments
later, Rivera had snagged Bill Mueller’s
RBI liner through the box, the Red Sox
would have been swept. Except for those
two plays, both decided by a foot or less,
we’d be babbling now about how the Curse
had redoubled in power and might last for
eternity.

In Games 4 and 5, the Yankees left 32
men on base. That’s 32. If Tony Clark’s
ninth-inning Game 5 ground-rule double
doesn’t short-hop the low fence near the
Pesky Pole, preventing Ruben Sierra from
scoring from first base with two outs, the
Red Sox’s comeback expires right there.
Back in New York, the margin of error be-
came physical.

When Curt Schilling awoke the morning
of Game 6, his leg was numb from a suture

hitting a nerve and was absolutely sure he
couldn’t pitch.

Boston had nobody else, nobody feasible.
But he provided seven innings of one-run
pitching. In Game 7, the Red Sox hoped
Derek Lowe, pitching on two days’ rest,
could survive three decent innings without
sinking them utterly. Instead, Lowe al-
lowed one hit in six innings and retired his
last 11 hitters. He still has no idea how he
did it.

Three weeks ago, Lowe was so persona
non grata that one Red Sox executive just
rolled his eyes in dismay at the mention of
his name.

Now Lowe has become the first man to
win the clinching game of all three postsea-
son series in one year.

But why should that surprise anybody?
Last winter, the Red Sox put Manny
Ramirez and his $20-million-a-year con-
tract on waivers, praying that anybody
would take him as a gift. Nobody would
touch him. Now he’s the World Series
MVP. For Boston. Meanwhile, Alex Rod-
riguez, the man the Red Sox desperately
wanted, ended the ALCS in a 1-for-15
slump and Nomar Garciaparra’s skills
have declined so rapidly that the Chicago
Cubs aren’t entirely sure they want to
re-sign him.

So, who ended up being the Red Sox
shortstop? Why, slick-fielding Orlando Ca-
brera, whose 11 postseason RBIs tied him
with Ramirez and Jason Varitek for the sec-
ond-highest Boston total behind Ortiz’s diz-
zying total of 19 RBI in 14 games.

This rapid-fire World Series was, in a
way, the only proper encore for what the
Red Sox accomplished. After an ALCS that
no one will ever forget, why not follow up
with a World Series that no one will ever re-
member — except for its staggering
one-sidedness. In retrospect, Game 1 was
decisive. It shouldn’t have been. But it was.
Sometimes in a postseason series there is
an atrocious total-luck game that both
teams deserve to lose by, oh, maybe 10
runs. But one of them has to win it by de-
fault.

If you squander that gift, that “swing
game” in the eyes of the gods, then if
you’re the tightly wound type, you feel
spooked.

Nobody’s wrapped tighter or more at-
tuned to baseball subtlety or less able to
hide his feelings when he fears the dice
have turned cold than Tony (The Cooler)
La Russa. If you’ve seen the William H.
Macy flick about Vegas, then you’ve seen
La Russa once the pressure gets him and
his team senses it. All he has to do is walk
near a hitter and the guy is doomed to go 0
for 12.

By the time the Cards got back to St.
Louis, they were in total choke mode. The
Red Sox’s pitching trio of Schilling, Martin-
ez and Lowe had an ERA of 0.00 while the
Cards’ 4-5-6 hitters — Scott Rolen, Jim Ed-
monds and Reggie Sanders — were
0-for-30 after an initial Edmonds bunt hit
against a Red Sox shift.

Wow, what are the odds? This is now the
third Series in which a monster La Russa
team has shut down emotional operations
after an early series reversal. Add up the
’88, ’90 and ’04 Series: 1-12.

At this time last year, baseball fans col-
lapsed with exhaustion (or perhaps sleep
deprivation) and assumed they would
never see an October the like of that one
again. Yet we just did. Only this October
left tens of millions of unaligned fans, those
without a horse in the race, but a love of
the sport, as delighted as last year seemed
a cruel joke to everyone except jovial Jack
McKeon.

After such exalted shenanigans, what un-
finished business can possibly remain on
baseball’s October feasting table? Shhhhh,
don’t you dare say, “Gimme a C ... U ... B
...”

Thomas Boswell is a columnist for the Washington
Post.

Thomas Boswell

AP

Red Sox third baseman Bill Mueller drove

Roberts home with the tying run in the

ninth inning of ALCS Game 4.

MLB playoffs: The gift that keeps giving

AP

Boston Red Sox’s Dave Roberts slides home with the tying run against New York Yankees’

Mariano Rivera in the ninth inning of Game 4 of the ALCS on Oct. 17 in Boston. Roberts,

who entered the game as a pinch runner, was nearly thrown out stealing second base. The

Red Sox became the first major league team to come back from a 3-0 deficit to win a

best-of-seven series, then rode the momentum to a sweep in the World Series.

AP

Arizona Diamondbacks’ Luis Gonzalez

celebrates driving in the winning run in the

ninth inning of Game 7 of the World Series

against the New York Yankees on Nov. 4,

2001, at Bank One Ballpark in Phoenix.
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CHICAGO — Longtime Chica-
go Cubs analyst Steve Stone an-
nounced Thursday he was leav-
ing WGN-TV, less than one
month after coming under fire for
on-air comments he made criticiz-
ing the team.

“I regret I won’t be calling an-
other Cubs game on WGN-TV for
the greatest fans in baseball, the
fans of the Chicago Cubs,” Stone,
a Cubs broadcaster for 20 years,
said on WGN-AM radio.

Stone told The Associated
Press that WGN wanted to bring
him back next season. But after
much deliberation, he said he
reached a decision that was “prob-
ably best for all parties.”

“I am not retired,” Stone said.
“I am going to spend the rest of
my life in baseball. I just don’t ex-
actly know where that will be.”

Stone, who joined the Cubs as a
pitcher in 1974, won the Cy
Young Award for Baltimore in
1980 when he went 25-7.

A telephone message left for a
Cubs spokeswoman was not im-
mediately returned Thursday
night. WGN and the Cubs are
both owned by Tribune Co., the
parent of the Chicago Tribune.

Stone’s partner Chip Caray also
recently left WGN-TV to take a
job calling games for the Atlanta
Braves, joining his father, Skip, in
the booth.

Some of Stone’s comments this
season led to a meeting Oct. 1
with Cubs president Andy
MacPhail, general manager Jim
Hendry and manager Dusty
Baker after Stone questioned
managerial strategy and criti-
cized the team’s approach during
a postgame television show Sept.
30.

Later that night on WGN radio,
he also criticized the team for
making excuses in a late-season
loss that damaged their chances
of making the playoffs.

“You want the truth. You can’t
handle the truth,” Stone said at
the time. “The truth of this situa-
tion is an extremely talented
bunch of guys who want to look at
all directions except where they
should really look and kind of
make excuses for what happened.

“At the end of the day, boys,
don’t tell me how rough the water
is, you bring in the ship.”

Some of Stone’s comments last
season also angered several play-
ers, including reliever Kent Mer-
cker who called the booth during
one August game to complain.

Rangers reliever Francisco
faces a lesser charge

OAKLAND, Calif. — Texas
Rangers reliever Frank Fran-
cisco will face a misdemeanor as-
sault charge rather than a felony
for breaking a woman’s nose
when he threw a chair into the
stands during a game.

“He has no record. He threw a
plastic chair. It’s not a gun. It’s
not a knife,” Alameda County Se-
nior Deputy District Attorney
Norbert Chu said Thursday, ex-
plaining his decision.

While Francisco still faces a
maximum three years’ probation
and one year in county jail, if con-
victed, he escaped the three years
in state prison connected to a felo-

ny conviction. A misdemeanor
charge also means that Francisco
does not have to appear in court
for some proceedings, including
the initial arraignment, Chu said.

Francisco threw the chair into
the right-field box seats and hit
two spectators in the head during
a Rangers-Oakland Athletics
game Sept. 13.

He hit Jennifer Bueno, whose
husband, Craig, was part of a
group of fans heckling the Rang-
ers before the fracas.

Francisco was suspended for
15 games, which carries through
the final game of the regular sea-
son. He still faces the possibility
of a civil suit by the Buenos.

D.C. Council gets an earful
on baseball at hearing

WASHINGTON — Hundreds
of people shared their opinions on
Mayor Anthony A. Williams’ $440
million baseball stadium proposal
during a District of Columbia
Council hearing that lasted more
than 14 hours, stretching into Fri-
day morning.

More than 230 individuals
were scheduled to testify follow-
ing presentations from city offi-
cials in a packed council cham-
ber.

Baseball supporters wore red
ball caps with a “W.” Opponents
wore navy blue caps that read
“Neighborhoods First.”

“There’s more people here
than an Expos game,” quipped
Councilman Adrian Fenty,
D-Ward 4.

But the hearing turned serious
quickly as members of the coun-
cil laid out their arguments and
grilled city officials on whether
they had gotten the best deal
from Major League Baseball.

Councilman David Catania
called it “the worst deal in Ameri-
ca” and railed against the argu-
ments of City Administrator Rob-
ert Bobb and other mayoral ap-
pointees during the hearing. The
mayor did not testify.

He found an ally in former
mayor Marion Barry, who said he
wants a baseball team for D.C.
but not at such a high cost and not
on the Anacostia River water-
front.

“We shouldn’t do it at any ex-
pense,” Barry said. “Why should
we subsidize these millionaires?”

Phillies interview Pendleton

PHILADELPHIA — Terry
Pendleton, the Atlanta Braves’ hit-
ting coach the past three seasons,
was interviewed by the Philadel-
phia Phillies on Wednsday for
their vacant managerial position.

Jim Leyland, who managed
Pittsburgh and Colorado and led
Florida to its first World Series
championship in 1997, will inter-
view on Monday, with no other
candidates scheduled.

Former managers Don Baylor,
Charlie Manuel, Grady Little,
Buddy Bell and Jim Fregosi, and
former Phillies first-round pick
John Russell have interviewed.
Only Pendleton and Russell, a
third-base coach for Pittsburgh,
have no managerial experience in
the majors.

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Carlos Beltran
wasted no time in becoming a
free agent.

After hitting eight homers for
the Houston Astros to tie the post-
season record, the speedy center
fielder was among 65 players
who filed for free agency Thurs-
day on the first possible day, just
hours after Boston completed its
historic sweep of St. Louis in the
World Series.

Acquired during the season
from Kansas City, Beltran has
said he would consider re-signing
with the Astros if they keep the
core of the team together.

“I experienced being on a team
where they don’t do anything to
help the ballclub,” Beltran said.
“One of my priorities if I stay
with this ballclub will be keeping
the young guys ... our young play-
ers have potential to be real
good.”

Beltran, who is represented by
Scott Boras, could get the biggest
deal of the offseason.

Dodgers third baseman Adrian
Beltre, who led the major leagues
with 48 home runs, also filed
along with Dodgers outfielder
Steve Finley. Beltre, also a Boras
client, had arthroscopic surgery
Thursday to remove two large
bone spurs from his left ankle.

“Obviously there’s a lot of inter-
est in those guys,” Boras said.
“We’re getting a lot of calls, so we
thought we’d file.”

Toronto first baseman Carlos
Delgado, Chicago White Sox out-
fielder Magglio Ordonez, Minne-

sota right-hander Brad Radke
and Philadelphia right-hander
Kevin Millwood also filed Thurs-
day.

The Red Sox have 17 players
among the more than 200 poten-
tially eligible for free agency, a
group that includes Pedro Martin-
ez, Derek Lowe, Jason Varitek
and Orlando Cabrera. Backup out-
fielder Gabe Kapler was the only
player to file Thursday. Players
may file through Nov. 11 and
start negotiating money with any
of the other 29 teams the follow-
ing day.

Cardinals right-hander Chris
Carpenter, sidelined since
mid-September because of nerve
damage in his right biceps, filed
conditionally. St. Louis must de-
cide whether to exercise a $2 mil-
lion option for 2005.

Florida right-hander Carl Pa-
vano and Philadelphia left-hand-
er Eric Milton are among the
other starting pitchers eligible to
file.

Preliminary talks figure to
start Nov. 8, when general manag-
ers gather for a week of meetings
in Key Biscayne, Fla. The New
York Yankees ended three days
of high-level meetings in Tampa,
Fla., on Thursday as they pre-
pared for the offseason.

After becoming the first team
to waste a 3-0 lead in a postseason
series and lose to Boston in the
AL Championship Series, New
York may restart trade talks with
Arizona for Randy Johnson.

“Make no mistake about it. We
are hard at work and will be back
with a strong team for our loyal
New York Yankee fans,” owner

George Steinbrenner said in a
statement.

The Chicago Cubs made two
moves Thursday. They declined
an $11.5 million mutual option on
outfielder Moises Alou, choosing
to pay a $2.5 million buyout, and
also declined a $2.5 million option
on second baseman Mark Grudz-
ielanek, paying him a $250,000
buyout.

White Sox outfielder Carl Ever-
ett exercised his $4 million op-
tion, and Chicago exercised a $2.5
million option on closer Shingo
Takatsu. The White Sox declined
their $1 million option on catcher
Sandy Alomar Jr., paying him a
$50,000 buyout instead.

Craig Biggio’s $3 million option
was exercised Thursday by the
Astros, who declined Jeff Kent’s
$9 million option and will pay the
second baseman a $700,000 buy-
out.

However, general manager
Gerry Hunsicker said the team
“made it clear to him that we had
interest in sitting down with him
and bringing him back under an-
other contract scenario.”

The Colorado Rockies and Jer-
omy Burnitz both declined his $3
million mutual option, and the out-
fielder will get a $250,000 buyout.

Cleveland right-hander Scott
Elarton, who was eligible for free
agency, agreed to an $850,000,
one-year contract.

There was one curious name
among those who filed — New
York Mets first baseman Mo
Vaughn, out most of the past two
seasons with an arthritic left
knee. Vaughn, who completed an
$80 million, six-year contract,
filed to get off the Mets’ 40-man
roster.

Cubs analyst Stone
won’t return in ’05

Beltran among 65 who file
on first day of free agency

AP

Houston Astros center fielder Carlos Beltran (15), who hit a record eight home runs in the playoffs this sea-

son, will be one of the most coveted free agents on the market this offseason.
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BY R.B. FALLSTROM

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — No one summed
up the St. Louis Cardinals’ failure
in the World Series better than
Scott Rolen.

“When you have the aspiration
as a little kid of playing in the
World Series, throwing the ball
up and hitting it, you at least
sneak one hit in there in your
backyard,” Rolen said.

After a season in which the Car-
dinals led the majors with 105 vic-
tories, their potent lineup went
down meekly in a four-game
sweep to the Boston Red Sox.

Rolen, the major’s RBIs leader
before straining his left calf on
Sept. 11, went 0-for-15 during the
Series. The rest of the team didn’t
do much better, hitting .190 and
going 4-for-28 with runners in
scoring position. Jim Edmonds,
who batted fifth behind Rolen,
was 1-for-15 with no RBIs.

“We’re disappointed the season
didn’t turn out the way we want-
ed, but on the other hand we had
a great season and have nothing
to hang our heads about,” Game 4
starter Jason Marquis said.

The Cardinals cruised to the
NL Central title, only slowing in
mid-September when Rolen and
starter Chris Carpenter went
down with injuries.

Carpenter never returned and
Rolen slumped after he came
back, but manager Tony La
Russa refused to make excuses.

“What-if thinking, that’s so
counterproductive,” La Russa
said Thursday as players cleared
their lockers at Busch Stadium.

No one felt the sting of the loss
more than Carpenter. He won 15
games in a brilliant comeback sea-
son after having missed 20
months while recuperating from
two shoulder operations, and
would have been the team’s top
starter in the playoffs had he not

been lost with nerve damage to
his right biceps on Sept. 18 — the
day the Cardinals clinched the di-
vision.

Without him, only one of the
four starters lasted long enough
to qualify for a win in the Series.

Now, Carpenter has got to go
home to New Hampshire, not far

from Boston, and hear all winter
about how the Red Sox ended the
Curse of the Bambino at the ex-
pense of the Cardinals.

“I definitely did not want to be
the one going home and listening
to everybody talk about how they
beat us,” Carpenter said. “It’s a
small world at home and I’m

going to hear a lot of it. I don’t
want to deal with that.”

The Cardinals head into a short-
er than usual offseason facing the
usual list of personnel questions.

Shortstop Edgar Renteria can
become a free agent and re-sign-
ing him is one of the team’s top
priorities.

Pitcher Matt Morris, the Open-
ing Day starter the last three sea-
sons, had a staff-high 4.72 ERA
this year and almost certainly
will be lost to free agency.

The team has an option on
Woody Williams, the de facto No.
1 in the playoffs because of Car-
penter’s injury and Morris’ incon-
sistency, but is likely to try
re-signing him at a lower price.

Williams was 11-8, the fewest
victories on the rotation, but the
Cardinals won 16 of his last 19
regular-season starts and he won
twice in the playoffs. He’s 38, but
wants to pitch at least a few more
years and would like to stay in St.
Louis, where he’s enjoyed a ca-
reer renaissance.

“Most definitely,” Williams
said.

One of the rotation openings
likely will go to Dan Haren, who
impressed the team in spot starts
during the regular season and in
middle relief in the postseason.

Rick Ankiel also could be in the
hunt for a starting job after return-
ing from reconstructive elbow
surgery in the final month of the
season.

Reliever Steve Kline is sched-
uled to have surgery Nov. 11 to re-
pair a partially torn tendon his
left index finger, an injury that
got him bounced from the World
Series roster. He also can be a
free agent and believes the team
does not want to re-sign him.

One vacancy they won’t have to
fill is manager. La Russa con-
firmed Thursday that he’ll be
back for a 10th season.

Bill DeWitt Jr., the team’s gen-
eral partner and chairman of the
board, said after Wednesday’s
Game 4 loss that he considered
this La Russa’s best season in St.
Louis.

“I thought it was, I really did,
and I told him so,” DeWitt said. “I
thought he did a wonderful job.”

Cardinals limp into offseason after defeat
Injuries, poor hitting derailed team that led majors with 105 victories

AP

St. Louis Cardinals third baseman Scott Rolen, who struggled with the bat after straining his left calf on

Sept. 11, was hitless in 15 at-bats in the World Series as the Cardinals were swept by the Boston Red Sox.

REPEAT, FROM BACK PAGE

“Already we’re thinking in
terms of what it’s going to take to
defend our championship,”
Henry said when the team bus ar-
rived at Fenway on Thursday
morning after the flight from St.
Louis.

Nothing, though, compares to
this championship. The fans
showed him that on his ride in
from the airport after Lowe
pitched seven scoreless innings
in the clinching 3-0 victory.

“They never gave up, for their
entire lives, they never gave up,”
Henry said. “As we drove in the
buses with a police escort, traffic
was stopped everywhere, people
were out of their cars. Just sheer
joy, the release of all this yearn-
ing to win a world championship
is just a great thing to see, to be a
part of.”

Martinez has a good relation-
ship with Henry, and he has until
Nov. 11 to declare free agency.

“It really is too early, way too
early” to discuss that, said
Fernando Cuza, Martinez’s agent.
“The guys just landed and some
may be hung over.”

Inside Fenway, which opened
the same week in 1912 in which
the Titanic sank, workers washed
the concourses. On the field, the
World Series logo remained on
the grass behind home plate and
the first- and third-base lines
were given a new coat of white
paint in case the field is needed
for team photos.

Since the Red Sox lost Game 7
of last year’s AL Championship
Series to the Yankees, Epstein
has found ways to get them over
that hump — adding stars and
role players.

He hired a manager, Terry
Francona, who he thought may
have been too nice but ended up a
perfect fit for a bunch of oddly
coifed misfits who played with
joy. And Francona beat manageri-

al luminaries Joe Torre and Tony
La Russa along the way.

He traded a star shortstop,
Nomar Garciaparra, who was too
sullen for the goofy clubhouse.
But he had been such a big part of
the franchise that his teammates
voted him a full playoff share.

Epstein put together a middle
infield of Orlando Cabrera, error-
less in 14 postseason games, and
Bellhorn, whose two-run homer
into Pesky’s Pole in right field in
the eighth inning won the World
Series opener 11-9.

But neither is a lock to return.
Cabrera can become a free

agent and Bellhorn, not yet eligi-
ble for free agency, is signed only
through this season.

Martinez is the biggest name
and didn’t hurt his bargaining po-
sition by allowing three hits in
seven scoreless innings in Bos-
ton’s 4-1 victory in Game 3, per-
haps his last outing in a Red Sox
uniform.

“I said I hope it’s not the last

one,” said Martinez, who would
have to accept less than this
year’s $17.5 million salary to stay.
“But if it is, I just want the fans
and everybody to understand that
I did whatever possible to repre-
sent the city well, the team, and
that my heart will always be with
them.”

The three-time Cy Young
award winner was 16-9, his most
losses since 1996, with a ca-
reer-high ERA of 3.90. But he
was healthy all season and didn’t
miss a start.

Lowe struggled and finished at
14-12 with a 5.42 ERA. But he
was the winning pitcher in the
clinching games of the AL Divi-
sion Series, AL Championship Se-
ries and World Series. He also got
the save in the deciding fifth
game of last year’s playoffs
against Oakland.

“When you think you’re down
as far as you can go, I kept getting
back up,” said Lowe, who in-
creased his market value with his

playoff performance, a price the
Red Sox might be reluctant to
pay.

Lowe made $5 million this
year, Varitek earned $6.7 million
and both are represented by Scott
Boras, who likes his clients to test
the free-agent market.

For now, the Red Sox are cham-
pions for the first time in 86
years.

So on Thursday, Tom Wilson,
44, of Falmouth, stood in the line
for souvenirs at a store where, in-
terestingly, the last four digits of
its phone number are 8686. He
wore a Red Sox cap, a tie whose
print was full of baseballs and a
blue suit.

“I’m not going back until I get
large quantities of shirts and hats,
48 caps, 48 shirts,” he said. “I’m
going to take a couple of items
and put them on gravestones of
people who didn’t get to see this.”

Get ’em while you can.
“My only fear,” he said, “is that

the Yankees will buy our play-
ers.”

Repeat: Can Red Sox maintain chemistry despite free agency?
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World Series champs face tough personnel decisionsWorld Series champs face tough personnel decisions
BY HOWARD ULMAN

The Associated Press

BOSTON — The line at the souvenir store
curved around the corner, about the length of
a Mark Bellhorn homer into Pesky’s Pole.

Thousands of fans yearned to wear the
words “Boston Red Sox” and “World Series
Champions” on the same shirt. One of
them wasn’t sure what he wanted on the
back.

“If I knew Varitek would stay, I’d get
his authentic jersey, so maybe I’ll get
Schilling or Ortiz instead,” said Chris
McDevitt, a 30-year-old accountant
who once worked in concessions at
Fenway Park.

On Thursday, smiling customers
with long shopping lists didn’t seem to
mind they had slept too little after the
Red Sox won the World Series for the
first time since 1918, finishing a sweep
of the St. Louis Cardinals on Wednesday
night. The fans also didn’t mind stand-
ing in line just across narrow Yawkey
Way from the stadium where the mes-
sageboard read: “Welcome Home 2004
World Champions.”

But when the euphoria and disbelief
subsides, they’ll wonder who will play on
the team as it tries to defend the title.

David Ortiz is signed through 2006, Curt
Schilling through 2007 and Manny Ramirez
through 2008.

But Pedro Martinez, Derek Lowe and Jason
Varitek can become free agents along with 15
less valuable players.

General manager Theo Epstein will have to
prove himself again and team owner John
Henry will have to come up with the money.
This year’s payroll of $128 million was second
only to the New York Yankees’ $186 million.

With the World Series victory, a bonus in
Schilling’s contract increases his 2005 salary
from $12.5 million to $14.5 million and guaran-
tees his 2007 club option at $13 million.

SEE REPEAT ON PAGE 39
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Lewis, Owens focus on game, not controversy Page 35

Derek Lowe: Went 14-12 with a
5.42 ERA during the regular sea-
son, but was the winning pitcher
in the division series, ALCS and
World Series clinchers. His play-
off performance means he’ll get a
raise, in Boston or elsewhere.

Orlando Cabrera: Came to the
Red Sox from the Expos in the
Nomar Garciaparra trade and
stood out at shortstop. The poten-
tial free agent didn’t make an
error in 14 postseason games, and
hit safely in 10 straight.

Pedro Martinez: Three-time
Cy Young winner was 16-9 with a
3.90 ERA this season. His stats
are off from his best seasons in
Boston, meaning he’ll probably
have to take less than this year’s
$17.5 million salary to return.

Jason Varitek: Like Lowe, is a
client of agent Scott Boras, which
means they likely will test the
market. Thought by some to be
Boston’s MVP this season, the
team is likely to make every rea-
sonable effort to keep him.

Potential losses: Four who could leave via free agency

One player the Red

Sox won’t have to

worry about right

away is David Ortiz,

who is signed

through 2006.

AP

No. 22 Hokies
rally in fourth

quarter to sting
Yellow Jackets
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Let the bidding
begin: 65 players
to enter baseball’s
free-agent market
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Alonzo Mourning plays in first game

since getting new kidney

in December, Page 34
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